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l. Preface

Xi Jinping was just a toddler when the 14th Dalai Lama was received by Mao Zedong in Beijing in
September 1954. The Dalai Lama'’s leadership of Tibet and the Tibetan people has overlapped with
15 American presidents. President Roosevelt wrote a letter and sent a pocket watch gift to the Dalai
Lamain1942.The Tibetan leaderis perhaps the only person to have met all 14 Indian Prime Ministers
prior to the current Prime Minister Modi. The Dalai Lama was one of the iconic 20th century figures
along with others like Einstein, Gandhi and Picasso to appear in Apple’s “Think Different” advertising
campaign. Thesefigures were described as helping “push the humanraceforward.” Time Magazine
named the 14th Dalai Lama as Gandhi’s spiritual heir.

Tenzin Gyatso, the current Dalai Lama, is now almost 90 years old. Though he continues to be in
good health, his advancing age has triggered growing interest in his succession and this issue
has become a dominanttopic of discussion for government officials, politicians, the press, scholars
and others. There is deep anxiety amongst Tibetans. The Chinese government, acutely aware that
control over the next Dalai Lama presents an opportunity to legitimize their rule of Tibet, has
blatantly interfered and reiterated the next Dalai Lama must be reborn in Tibet and his successor
must be approved by Beijing. There is concern amongst the larger Buddhist community in Asia
and globally over China'’s intent to co-opt the process and impose its candidate. Government
officials in New Delhi, Washington, DC, Ulaanbaatar and elsewhere are closely following
developments with interest and unease over the broader geopolitical implications of the 14th Dalai
Lama’s succession. The Dalai Lama in his September 24, 2011 statement said “when | am about
ninety | will consult the high Lamas of the Tibetan Buddhist traditions, the Tibetan public, and other
concerned people who follow Tibetan Buddhism, and re-evaluate whether the institution of the
Dalai Lama should continue or not. On that basis we will take a decision.”

The Next Dalai Lama. Collected Statements, Writings and Documents is proof of the rising interest
on the issue of the succession of the 14th Dalai Lama. This document, a publication of Asia Freedom
Institute’s Project Reincarnation, documents the burgeoning content related to the 14th Dalai
Lama’s succession. There are multiple parties with interest in the issue. What is being said and
how are views and positions being articulated? This publication captures a portion of the content
and public discourse through an extensive open-source research of materials, primarily in English,
in the public domain. The core objective is to document what a former senior White House official
under President Obama defined as “not just a U.S. and China issue or an India and China issue,
but an issue of global concern” and develop a reference source on this important issue.

This publication is a collaborative project with the Center for Peace and Development. Kelsang
Aukatsang, President of the Asia Freedom Institute (AFI1), served as the editor. Tenzin Donzey was
the lead researcher.

Project Reincarnation is an initiative of AFlinvolving research and educating the public on the issue
of reincarnations of important Tibetan Buddhist monks; and how the Chinese government
interference in the reincarnation process constitutes a grave violation of the rights to religious
freedom of the Tibetan people.
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ll. Statements by the
Dalai Lama

A. 2011 Statement by the 14th Dalai
Lama
(Translated from the original Tibetan)

Introduction

My fellow Tibetans, both in and outside Tibet,
all those who follow the Tibetan Buddhist
tradition, and everyone who has a connection
to Tibet and Tibetans: due to the foresight of
our ancient kings, ministers and scholar-
adepts, the complete teaching of the Buddha,
comprising the scriptural and experiential
teachings of the Three Vehicles and the Four
Sets of Tantra and their related subjects and
disciplines flourished widely in the Land of
Snow. Tibet has served as a source of Buddhist
and related cultural traditions for the world. In
particular, it has contributed significantly to
the happiness of countless beings in Asiqg,
including those in Chinag, Tibet and Mongolia.

In the course of upholding the Buddhist
tradition in Tibet, we evolved a unique Tibetan
tradition of recognizing the reincarnations of
scholar-adepts that has been of immense
help to both the Dharma and sentient beings,
particularly to the monastic community.

Since the omniscient Gedun Gyatso was
recognizedandconfirmedasthereincarnation
of Gedun Drub in the fifteenth century and the
Gaden Phodrang Labrang (the Dalai Lama's
institution) was established, successive
reincarnations have been recognized. The
third in the line, Sonam Gyatso, was given the
title of the Dalai Lama. The Fifth Dalai Lama,
Ngawang Lobsang Gyatso, established the
Gaden Phodrang Government in 1642,
becoming the spiritual and political head of
Tibet. For more than 600 years since Gedun
Drub, a series of unmistaken reincarnations

has been recognised in the lineage of the
Dalai Lama.

The Dalai Lamas have functioned as both the
political and spiritual leaders of Tibet for 369
yearssince1642.1have now voluntarily brought
this to an end, proud and satisfied that we can
pursue the kind of democratic system of
governmentflourishing elsewhere inthe world.
In fact, as far back as 1969, | made clear that
concerned people should decide whether the
Dalai Lama’s reincarnations should continue
in the future. However, in the absence of clear
guidelines, should the concerned public
express a strong wish for the Dalai Lamas to
continue, there is an obvious risk of vested
political interests misusing the reincarnation
system to fulfill their own political agenda.
Therefore, while | remain physically and
mentally fit, it seems important to me that we
draw up clear guidelines to recognise the next
Dalai Lama, so that there is no room for doubt
or deception. For these guidelines to be fully
comprehensible, it is essential to understand
the system of Tulku recognition and the basic
concepts behind it. Therefore, | shall briefly
explain them below.

Past and Future Lives

In order to accept reincarnation or the reality
of Tulkus, we need to accept the existence of
past and future lives. Sentient beings come to
this present life from their previous lives and
take rebirth again after death. This kind of
continuous rebirth is accepted by all the
ancient Indian spiritual traditions and schools
of philosophy, except the Charvakas, who
were a materialist movement. Some modern
thinkers deny past and future lives on the
premise that we cannot see them. Others do
not draw such clear cut conclusions on this
basis.

Although many religious traditions accept
rebirth, they differin their views of whatitis that
is reborn, how it is reborn, and how it passes
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through the transitional period between two
lives. Some religious traditions accept the
prospect of future life, but reject the idea of
past lives.

Generally, Buddhists believe that there is no
beginning to birth and that once we achieve
liberation from the cycle of existence by
overcoming our karma and destructive
emotions, we will not be reborn under the
sway of these conditions. Therefore, Buddhists
believe that there is an end to being reborn as
a result of karma and destructive emotions,
but most Buddhist philosophical schools do
not accept that the mind-stream comes to an
end. To reject past and future rebirth would
contradictthe Buddhist conceptof the ground,
path and result, which must be explained on
the basis of the disciplined or undisciplined
mind. If we accept this argument, logically, we
would also have to accept that the world and
its inhabitants come about without causes
and conditions. Therefore, as long as you are
a Buddhist, it is necessary to accept past and
future rebirth.

For those who remember their past lives,
rebirth is a clear experience. However, most
ordinary beings forget their past lives as they
gothrough the process of death, intermediate
state and rebirth. As past and future rebirths
are slightly obscure to them, we need to use
evidence-basedlogicto prove pastandfuture
rebirths to them.

There are many different logical arguments
given in the words of the Buddha and
subsequent commentaries to prove the
existence of past and future lives. In brief,
they come down to four points: the logic that
things are preceded by things of a similar
type, the logic that things are preceded by
a substantial cause, the logic that the mind
has gained familiarity with things in the past,
and the logic of having gained experience of
things in the past.

Ultimately all these arguments are based on
the idea that the nature of the mind, its clarity
and awareness, must have clarity and
awareness as its substantial cause. It cannot
have any other entity such as an inanimate
object as its substantial cause. This is self-
evident. Through logical analysis we infer that
anew stream of clarity and awareness cannot
come about without causes or from unrelated
causes. While we observe that mind cannot
be produced in a laboratory, we also infer that
nothing can eliminate the continuity of subtle
clarity and awareness.

As far as | know, no modern psychologist,
physicist, or neuroscientist has been able to
observe or predict the production of mind
either from matter or without cause.

There are people who can remember their
immediate past life or even many past lives,
as well as being able to recognise places and
relatives from those lives. This is not just
something that happened in the past. Even
today there are many people in the East and
West,whocanrecallincidentsandexperiences
from their past lives. Denying this is not an
honest and impartial way of doing research,
because it runs counter to this evidence. The
Tibetan system of recognising reincarnations
is an authentic mode of investigation based
on people’s recollection of their past lives.

How Rebirth Takes Place

There are two ways in which someone can
take rebirth after death: rebirth under the
sway of karma and destructive emotions and
rebirth through the power of compassion and
prayer. Regarding the first, due to ignorance
negative and positive karma are created and
their imprints remain on the consciousness.
These are reactivated through craving and
grasping, propelling us into the next life. We
then take rebirthinvoluntarily in higher or lower
realms. This is the way ordinary beings circle
incessantly through existence like the turning
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of a wheel. Even under such circumstances
ordinary beings can engage diligently with a
positive aspiration in virtuous practicesin their
day-to-day lives. They familiarise themselves
with virtue that at the time of death can be
reactivated providing the means for them to
take rebirth in a higher realm of existence. On
the other hand, superior Bodhisattvas, who
have attained the path of seeing, are not
reborn through the force of their karma and
destructive emotions, but due to the power
of their compassion for sentient beings and
based on their prayers to benefit others. They
are able to choose their place and time of
birth as well as their future parents. Such a
rebirth, which is solely for the benefit of others,
is rebirth through the force of compassion and
prayer.

The Meaning of Tulku

It seems the Tibetan custom of applying the
epithet ‘Tulku’ (Buddha’s Emanation Body)
to recognized reincarnations began when
devotees used it as an honorary title, but it
has since become a common expression. In
general, the term Tulku refers to a particular
aspect of the Buddha, one of the three or four
describedinthe SutraVehicle. Accordingtothis
explanation of these aspects of the Buddha,
a person who is totally bound by destructive
emotions and karma has the potential
to achieve the Truth Body (Dharmakaya),
comprising the Wisdom Truth Body and
Nature Truth Body. The former refers to the
enlightened mind of a Buddha, which sees
everything directly and precisely, as it is, in an
instant. It has been cleared of all destructive
emotions, as well as their imprints, through
the accumulation of merit and wisdom over
a long period of time. The latter, the Nature
Truth Body, refers to the empty nature of
that all-knowing enlightened mind. These
two together are aspects of the Buddhas for
themselves. However, as they are not directly
accessible to others, but only amongst the

Buddhas themselves, it is imperative that the
Buddhas manifest in physical forms that are
accessible to sentient beings in order to help
them. Hence, the ultimate physical aspect of
a Buddha is the Body of Complete Enjoyment
(Sambhogakaya), which is accessible to
superior Bodhisattvas, and has five definite
qualifications such asresiding inthe Akanishta
Heaven. And from the Body of Complete
Enjoyment are manifested the myriad
Emanation Bodies or Tulkus (Nirmanakoyo),
of the Buddhas, which appear as gods or
humans and are accessible even to ordinary
beings. These two physical aspects of the
Buddha are termed Form Bodies, which are
meant for others.

The Emanation Body is three-fold: a) the
Supreme Emanation Body like Shakyamuni
Buddha,thehistoricalBuddha,whomanifested
the twelve deeds of a Buddha such as being
born in the place he chose and so forth; b)
the Artistic Emanation Body which serves
others by appearing as craftsmen, artists
and so on; and C) the Incarnate Emanation
Body, according to which Buddhas appear in
various forms such as human beings, deities,
rivers, bridges, medicinal plants, and trees to
help sentient beings. Of these three types of
Emanation Body, the reincarnations of spiritual
masters recognized and known as ‘Tulkus’ in
Tibet come under the third category. Among
these Tulkus there may be many who are truly
qualified Incarnate Emanation Bodies of the
Buddhas, but this does not necessarily apply
to all of them. Amongst the Tulkus of Tibet
there may be those who are reincarnations
of superior Bodhisattvas, Bodhisattvas on the
paths of accumulation and preparation, as
well as masters who are evidently yet to enter
these Bodhisattva paths. Therefore, the title of
Tulku is given to reincarnate Lamas either on
the grounds of their resembling enlightened
beings or through their connection to certain
qualities of enlightened beings.
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As Jamyang Khyentse Wangpo said:

“Reincarnationiswhathappenswhensomeone
takes rebirth after the predecessor’s passing
away; emanation is when manifestations take
place without the source’s passing away.”

Recognition of Reincarnations

The practice of recognizing who is who by
identifying someone’s previous life occurred
even when Shakyamuni Buddha himself
was alive. Many accounts are found in the
four Agama Sections of the Vinaya Pitaka,
the Jataka Stories, the Sutra of the Wise and
Foolish, the Sutra of One Hundred Karmas and
so on, in which the Tathagata revealed the
workings of karma, recounting innumerable
stories about how the effects of certain
karmas created in a past life are experienced
by a personin his or her present life. Also, in the
life stories of Indian masters, who lived after
the Buddha, many reveal their previous places
of birt h. There are many such stories, but the
system of recognizing and numbering their
reincarnations did not occur in India.

The System of Recognizing Reincarnations
in Tibet

Past and future lives were asserted in the
indigenous Tibetan Bon tradition before the
arrival of Buddhism. And since the spread of
Buddhism in Tibet, virtually all Tibetans have
believed in past and future lives. Investigating
the reincarnations of many spiritual masters
who upheld the Dharma, as well as the custom
of praying devotedly to them, flourished
everywhereinTibet.Many authentic scriptures,
indigenous Tibetan books such as the Mani
Kabum and the Fivefold Kathang Teachings
and others like the The Books of Kadam
Disciples and the Jewel Garland: Responses to
Queries, which were recounted by the glorious,
incomparable Indian master Dipankara
Atisha in the Tith century in Tibet, tell stories
of the reincarnations of Arya Avalokiteshvara,

the Bodhisattva of compassion. However,
the present tradition of formally recognizing
the reincarnations of masters first began in
the early 13th century with the recognition
of Karmapa Pagshi as the reincarnation of
Karmapa Dusum Khyenpa by his disciples
in accordance with his prediction. Since
then, there have been seventeen Karmapa
incarnations over more than nine hundred
years. Similarly, since the recognition of Kunga
Sangmo as the reincarnation of Khandro
ChoekyiDronme in the 15th century there have
been more than ten incarnations of Samding
DorjePhagmo.So,amongtheTulkusrecognized
in Tibet there are monastic and lay tantric
practitioners, male and female. This system
of recognizing the reincarnations gradually
spread to other Tibetan Buddhist traditions,
and Bon, in Tibet. Today, there are recognized
Tulkusin all the Tibetan Buddhist traditions, the
Sakya, Geluk, Kagyu and Nyingma, as well as
Jonang and Bodong, who serve the Dharma.
It is also evident that amongst these Tulkus
some are a disgrace.

The omniscient Gedun Drub, who was a direct
disciple of Je Tsongkhapa, founded Tashi
Lhunpo Monastery in Tsang and took care of
his students. He passed away in 1474 at the
age of 84. Although initially no efforts were
made to identify his reincarnation, people
were obliged to recognize a child named
Sangye Chophel, who had been born in Tanak,
Tsang (1476), because of what he had to say
about his amazing and flawless recollections
of his past life. Since then, a tradition began of
searching for and recognizing the successive
reincarnations of the Dalai Lamas by the
Gaden Phodrang Labrang and later the Gaden
Phodrang Government.

The Way of Recognizing Reincarnations

After the system of recognizing Tulkus came
into being, various procedures for going
about it began to develop and grow. Among
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these some of the most important involve
the predecessor’s predictive letter and other
instructions and indications that might occur;
the reincarnation reliably recounting his
previous life and speaking about it; identifying
possessions belonging to the predecessor
and recognizing people who had been close
to him. Apart from these, additional methods
include asking reliable spiritual masters
for their divination as well as seeking the
predictions of mundane oracles, who appear
through mediums in trance, and observing
the visions that manifest in sacred lakes of
protectors like Lhamoi Latso, a sacred lake
south of Lhasa.

When there happens to be more than one
prospective candidate for recognition as a
Tulku, and it becomes difficult to decide, there
is a practice of making the final decision by
divination employing the dough-ball method
(zen tak) before a sacred image while calling
upon the power of truth.

Emanation Before the Passing Away of the
Predecessor (ma-dhey tulku)

Usually a reincarnation has to be someone’s
taking rebirth as a human being after
previously passing away. Ordinary sentient
beings generally cannot manifest an
emanation before death (ma-dhey tulku),
but superior Bodhisattvas, who can manifest
themselvesinhundredsorthousandsofbodies
simultaneously, can manifest an emanation
before death. Within the Tibetan system of
recognizing Tulkus there are emanations
who belong to the same mind-stream as the
predecessor, emanations who are connected
to others through the power of karma and
prayers, and emanations who come as a
result of blessings and appointment.

The main purpose of the appearance of a
reincarnation is to continue the predecessor’s
unfinished work to serve Dharma and beings.
Inthe case of aLamawho is an ordinary being,

instead of having a reincarnation belonging
to the same mind-stream, someone else
with connections to that Lama through pure
karma and prayers may be recognized as his
or her emanation. Alternatively it is possible
for the Lama to appoint a successor who is
either his disciple or someone young who
is to be recognized as his emanation. Since
these options are possible in the case of an
ordinary being, an emanation before death
thatis not of the same mind-streamisfeasible.
In some cases one high Lama may have
several reincarnations simultaneously, such
as incarnations of body, speech and mind
and so on. In recent times, there have been
well-known emanations before death such
as Dudjom Jigdral Yeshe Dorje and Chogye
Trichen Ngawang Khyenrab.

Using the Golden Urn

As the degenerate age gets worse, and as
more reincarnations of high Lamas are being
recognized, some of them for political motives,
increasing numbers have been recognized
through inappropriate and questionable
means, as a result of which huge damage has
been done to the Dharma.

During the conflict between Tibet and the
Gurkhas (1791-93) the Tibetan Government
had to call on Manchu military support.
Consequently the Gurkha military was
expelled from Tibet, but afterwards Manchu
officials made a 29-point proposal on the
pretext of making the Tibetan Government’s
administration more efficient. This proposal
included the suggestion of picking lots from a
Golden Urn to decide on the recognition of the
reincarnations of the Dalai Lamas, Panchen
Lamas and Hutuktus, a Mongolian title given
to high Lamas. Therefore, this procedure was
followed in the case of recognizing some
reincarnations of the Dalai Lama, Panchen
Lama and other high Lamas. The ritual to be
followed was written by the Eighth Dalai Lama
Jampel Gyatso. Even after such a system
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had been introduced, this procedure was
dispensed with for the Ninth, Thirteenth and
myself, the Fourteenth Dalai Lama.

Even in the case of the Tenth Dalai Lama, the
authentic reincarnation had already been
found and in reality this procedure was not
followed, but in order to humor the Manchus
it was merely announced that this procedure
had been observed.

The Golden Urn system was actually used
only in the cases of the Eleventh and Twelfth
Dalai Lamas. However, the Twelfth Dalai Lama
had already been recognized before the
procedure was employed. Therefore, there
has only been one occasion when a Dalai
Lama was recognized by using this method.
Likewise, among the reincarnations of the
Panchen Lama, apart from the Eighth and the
Ninth, there have been no instances of this
method being employed. This system was
imposed by the Manchus, but Tibetans had
no faith in it because it lacked any spiritual
quality. However, if it were to be used honestly,
it seems that we could consider it as similar
to the manner of divination employing the
dough-ball method (zen tak).

In1880, during the recognition of the Thirteenth
Dalai Lama as the reincarnation of the Twelfth,
tracesofthePriest-Patronrelationshipbetween
Tibet and the Manchus still existed. He was
recognized as the unmistaken reincarnation
by the Eighth Panchen Lama, the predictions
of the Nechung and Samye oracles and by
observing visions that appeared in Lhamoi
Latso, therefore the Golden Urn procedure was
not followed. This can be clearly understood
from the Thirteenth Dalai Lama’s final
testament of the Water-Monkey Year (1933) in
which he states:

“As you all know, | was selected not in the
customary way of picking lots from the
golden urn, but my selection was foretold
and divined. In accordance with these

divinations and prophecies | was recognized
as the reincarnation of the Dalai Lama and
enthroned.”

When | was recognized as the Fourteenth
incarnation of the Dalai Lama in 1939, the
Priest-Patron relationship between Tibet and
China had already come to an end. Therefore,
there was no question of any need to confirm
the reincarnation by employing the Golden
Urn. It is well-known that the then Regent of
Tibet and the Tibetan National Assembly had
followed the procedure for recognizing the
Dalai Lama’s reincarnation taking account of
the predictions of high Lamas, oracles and the
visions seen in Lhamoi Latso; the Chinese had
no involvement in it whatever. Nevertheless,
some concerned officials of the Guomintang
later cunningly spread lies in the newspapers
claiming that they had agreed to forego the
use of the Golden Urn and that Wu Chung-
tsin presided over my enthronement, and so
on. This lie was exposed by Ngabo Ngawang
Jigme, the Vice-Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress,
who the People’s Republic of China considered
tobe amost progressive person, atthe Second
Session of the Fifth People’s Congress of the
Tibet Autonomous Region (3lst July 1989).
This is clear, when, at the end of his speech,
in which he gave a detailed explanation of
events and presented documentary evidence,
he demanded:

“What need is there for the Communist Party
to follow suit and continue the lies of the
Guomintang?”

Deceptive Strategy and False Hopes

In the recent past, there have been cases of
irresponsible managers of wealthy Lama-
estates who indulged in improper methods
to recognize reincarnations, which have
undermined the Dharma, the monastic
community and our society. Moreover,
since the Manchu era Chinese political
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authorities repeatedly engaged in various
deceitful means using Buddhism, Buddhist
masters and Tulkus as tools to fulfill their
political ends as they involved themselves
in Tibetan and Mongolian aoffairs. Today,
the authoritarion rulers of the People’s
Republic of China, who as communists
reject religion, but still involve themselves in
religious affairs, have imposed a so-called
re-education campaign and declared the
so-called Order No. Five, concerning the
control and recognition of reincarnations,
which came into force on Ist September
2007. This is outrageous and disgraceful.
The enforcement of various inappropriate
methods for recognizing reincarnations
to eradicate our unique Tibetan cultural
traditions is doing damage that will be
difficult to repair.

Moreover, they say they are waiting for my
death and will recognize a Fifteenth Dalai
Lama of their choice. It is clear from their
recent rules and regulations and subsequent
declarationsthatthey have adetailed strategy
to deceive Tibetans, followers of the Tibetan
Buddhist tradition and the world community.
Therefore, as | have a responsibility to protect
the Dharma and sentient beings and counter
such detrimental schemes, | make the
following declaration.

The Next Incarnation of the Dalai Lama

As | mentioned earlier, reincarnation is a
phenomenon which should take place either
through the voluntary choice of the concerned
person or at least on the strength of his or
her karma, merit and prayers. Therefore, the
person who reincarnates has sole legitimate
authority over where and how he or she takes
rebirth and how that reincarnation is to be
recognized. It is a reality that no one else can
force the person concerned, or manipulate
him or her. It is particularly inappropriate for
Chinese communists, who explicitly reject
even the idea of past and future lives, let alone

the concept of reincarnate Tulkus, to meddle
in the system of reincarnation and especially
the reinc arnations of the Dalai Lamas and
Panchen Lamas. Such brazen meddling
contradicts their own political ideology and
reveals their double standards. Should this
situation continue in the future, it will be
impossible for Tibetans and those who follow
the Tibetan Buddhist tradition to acknowledge
or accept it.

When | am about ninety | will consult the high
Lamas of the Tibetan Buddhist traditions,
the Tibetan public, and other concerned
people who follow Tibetan Buddhism, and re-
evaluate whether the institution of the Dalai
Lama should continue or not. On that basis
we will take a decision. If it is decided that
the reincarnation of the Dalai Lama should
continue and there is a need for the Fifteenth
Dalai Lama to be recognized, responsibility for
doing so will primarily rest on the concerned
officers of the Dalai Lama’s Gaden Phodrang
Trust. They should consult the various heads of
the Tibetan Buddhisttraditions andthereliable
oath-bound Dharma Protectors who are
linked inseparably to the lineage of the Dalai
Lamas. They should seek advice and direction
from these concerned beings and carry out
the procedures of search and recognition in
accordance with past tradition. | shall leave
clear written instructions about this. Bear
in mind that, apart from the reincarnation
recognized through such legitimate methods,
no recognition or acceptance should be given
to a candidate chosen for political ends
by anyone, including those in the People’s
Republic of China.

The Dalai Lama
Dharamsala

September 24, 2011
(Source: www.dalailama.com. Also, in Annex)
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B. Selected Interviews by the 14th
Dalai Lama

Videos:

® “Dalai Lama’s Successor May Come From
India.” YouTube, uploaded by South China
Morning Post, 18 Mar. 2019. https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=V45yl-rqsVo

® “Tenzin Gyatso, The I14th Dalai Lama,
On Relations With China, Inner Peace
& More.” YouTube, uploaded by Time, 7
Mar. 2019. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=qhhe07B99iE

® “Dalai Lama Says Choice of Successor is
Up to Him, Not China.” YouTube, uploaded
by AP Archive, 30 Jul.2015. https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=psxUtKpfw3Y

”

® “| May be the Last, Says Dalai Lama.
YouTube, uploaded by BBC News, 17
Dec. 2014. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5cHPz2afEWY

® The Dalai Lama on Why Reincarnation is
Not Important. YouTube, uploaded by The
Week, 10 Jul. 2019. https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=uqOMZP6HPP8&t=77s.

Print:

® The Week. “Reincarnation’ isn’t important,
says the DalaiLama.” Interview by Namrata
Biji Ahuja, 6 Jul. 2019. https://www.theweek.
in/theweek/cover/2019/07/05/exclusive-
interview-reincarnation-isnt-important-
says-the-dalai-lama.html

® Gupta, Shishir. ‘My body is Tibetan but
spirituallyl’'manindian,’saystheDalailama.
HindustanTimes.December25,2018.https://
www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/
my-body-is-tibetan-but-spiritually-i-m-
an-indian-says-the-dalai-lama/story-
JmKwGqf86pOwsGHUYO4RUP.html

® Nikkei Asia. “Dalai lama leaves the
succession question ‘up to the Tibetan

people.” Interview by Satoshi Iwaki, 25
Nov. 2014. https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/
Dalai-Lama-leaves-the-succession-
question-up-to-the-Tibetan-people

® figendorf, JOrg. “In meinen Trdumen werde
ich 113 Jahre alt.” Welt am Sontag, 9 Sep.
2014. https://www.welt.de/politik/ausland/
article132019000/In-meinen-Traeumen-
werde-ich-113-Jahre-alt.html

® Perry, Alex. “A Conversation with the Dalai
Lama”, Time, October 18, 2004 https://
content.time.com/time/subscriber/
article/0,33009,725176,00.html

C. Statements by the Gaden
Phodrang

1. Statement of Samdhong Rinpoche at the
8th Meeting of Tibetan Religious Leaders
(May 2, 2008)

We responded to the directive [Order No.
Five issued by China's State Religious Affairs
Bureau issued in July 2007 and which took
effect in September 2007] on the recognition
of incarnate lamas both in writing and orally.
We urged and advised Tibetans in Tibet not
to accept or implement the directive. There is
provisioninthe Chinese constitutionthatstates
if any law, regulation or directive passed by
the central governmentis not suitable for local
autonomous regions then local authorities
have the option of disregarding the directive,
making amendments and formulating
alternativesthatare more acceptable. Though
local authorities currently holding political
power don't have the capacity and courage to
challenge such centralgovernmentdirectives,
the public must strongly remind the local
authorities to do so.

The statement by CTA's Department for
Religious Affairs [issued on October 7, 2007 in
response to China’s Order No. Five] was issued
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with the hope of reminding authorities in Tibet
toimplementthe constitutional provisions and
rights that come with the Chinese government
claim of providing autonomy for Tibetans and
Tibet. Also, the CTA statement was issued after
close consultation with and approval by all the
high lamas of all the religious traditions.

(The above is a translated excerpt from Samdhong
Rinpoche’s speech in Tibetan made at the 8th meeting
of Tibetan religious leaders held in Dharamsala on May
2,2008. The full transcript of the speech was published
on Samdong Rinpoche’s website on June 10, 2014.
Source: www.samdhongrinpoche.com Also, in Annex)

2. Gaden Phodrang Clarification.
(september 9, 2014)

An official at Ganden Phodrang told VOA
Tibetan that the report in Welt am Sonntag
which contained the following quote from the
Dalai Lama, “We had a Dalai Lama for almost
five centuries. The 14th Dalai Lama now is very
popular. Let us then finish with a popular Dalai
Lama,” is incomplete and that the quotation
was a brief comment from a much longer and
fuller response to a question on reincarnation
in which the Dalai Lama stated that the
ultimate decision on whether the institution
of the Dalai Lama should continue or cease
to exist would be up to the Tibetan people.

(Source: “Last Dalai Lama’ Report in German
Newspaper Misleading.” VOA Tibetan - English. 9 Sep.
2014, https://www.voatibetan.com/a/24 43709.html)

3. Statement by Lodi Gyaltsen Gyari, the
Special Envoy of the Dalai Lama. (August 15,
2007)

These stringent new measures [Order No.
Five issued by China’s State Religious Affairs
Bureau issued in July 2007] strike at the heart
of Tibetan religious identity. They will only
create further resentment among the Tibetan
people and cannot override the Party’s lack of
legitimacy in the religious sphere.

(Source: Famularo, Julia. Spinning the Wheel: Policy

Implications of the Dalai Lama’s Reincarnation. p.15.
Project 2049 Institute. January 30, 2012)

lll. Statement by Tibetan
Religious Leaders

A. Statement by The 10th Panchen
Lama

“The Seventh Dalai Lama was born before
the death of the Sixth. From the point of view
of our spiritual tradition, there is no need for
a full year to pass before the reincarnation is
born. A realized being can manifest himself
in many forms at the same time. He need not
rely on the passage of his previous body’s
consciousness. In Buddhism, it is possible
for tulkus to be born before the death of

the previous body or a very long time after
the death of the previous body. It is not
impossible.”

(The above statement is quoted in Isabel Hilton’s

book “The Search for the Panchen Lama” [P. 282].

The author’s source is Tibet Information Network Doc
15. The same statement is also published in the CTA
publication “The Heart of The Panchen Lama [Major
Speeches and a petition: 1962-1989].” Page 41. The

CTA document has a chapter titled “On Recognition

of Tulkus” which is a translation from the Tibetan
transcription of the late Panchen Lama'’s taped
statement at Tashilhunpo Monastery, Shigatse, on 24

January, three days before his death on 28 January
1989)

B. Statement of 42nd Sakya Trizin
Ratna Vajra Rinpoche

“His Holiness has the sole authority to decide
on his reincarnation. | am positive that His

Holiness will provide clear guidance and
direction regarding this after a few years.”

(The above statement is an excerpt from a June 26,
2019 interview with Radio Free Asia)

C. Statement of Ganden Tripa
Rinpoche
The tradition of reincarnation originated in

Tibet from Karmapa after Karmapa Pakshiwas
recognized as the reincarnation of Karmapa
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Dusum Khyenpa some eight hundred years
ago. If the reincarnation brings the same
benefit to sentient beings as their predecessor
then it is extremely useful. This also serves
the purpose of reincarnation. The question
of misuse becomes possible when you fail to
recognize the authentic reincarnation, largely
when the one who is recognizing fails to
recognize the unmistaken reincarnation. What
Chinaisdoingis political gimmicks, thathasno
basis in facts. Many have even sacrificed their
own lives. However, instead of sacrificing our
precious lives, we must contribute in whatever
way we could to serve the cause of dharma
and sentient beings.

(Ganden Tripa Rinpoche is the head of The Gelug
School of Tibetan Buddhism. Above statement is
sourced from: Ahuja, Namrata. “What the Tibetan High

Lamas have to say about Dalai Lama’s reincarnation.”
The Week, 25 Jan. 2020, theweek.in)

D. Statement of The 17th Karmapa
Ogyen Trinley Dorje

“In Tibetan traditions, we don’t talk much
about the reincarnation of a living master.
However, now many questions are being
generated. In my view, it is only the Dalai
Lama himself who should decide about his
future reincarnation. So | am confident and
have full trust in his decision. There are many
presumptive statements and guess works, but
| am not worried.”

(The 17th Karmapa Ogyen Trinley Dorje is the head of
Karma Kagyu School of Tibetan Buddhism. The above
statement is an excerpt from an April 15, 2015 interview
with Radio Free Asia.)

E. Statement of Drikung Chetsang
Rinpoche

Whether the reincarnation of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama will be born or not is a matter that
will be decided only by His Holiness himself
and no one else. It is only to be expected
that the tradition of the continuance of the
lineage of the Dalai Lamas through successive

reincarnations shall remain for the sake of the
people of Tibet and Buddhism.

(Drikung Chetsang Rinpoche is the head of The Drikung
Kagyu School of Tibetan Buddhism. Above statement is
sourced from: Ahuja, Namrata. “What the Tibetan High
Lamas have to say about Dalai Lama’s reincarnation.”
The Week, 25 Jan. 2020, theweek.in)

F. Statement of Menri Trizin

Generally speaking, the patron saint of Tibet is
Chenrezig—AvoloketeshvaraortheBodhisattva
of Compassion - and His Holiness the Dalai
Lama is believed to be a manifestation of the
Chenrezig. Thus, in my opinion, the Tibetan
people, as well as all religious traditions of
Tibet, are united in their belief that as long as
the sufferings of the sentient beings inside
Tibet are not alleviated, the reincarnation of
the Dalai Lama will continue to be reborn.
His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama has already
devolved the political authority of Gaden
Phodrang. Therefore, his reincarnation is
strictly a religious matter.

(Menri Trizin is the head Of Yungdrung Bon. Above
statement is sourced from: Ahuja, Namrata. “What the

Tibetan High Lamas have to say about Dalai Lama'’s
reincarnation .” The Week, 25 Jan. 2020, theweek.in)

G. Statement by Shechen Rabjam
Rinpoche

The recognition of reincarnate lamas was
and still is a practice unique to the various
traditions of Buddhism in the Himalayan
regions. The succession of Dalai Lamas,
including the Fourteenth Dalai Lama, is a part
of this tradition.

Throughout their successive incarnations, The
Dalai Lamas have worked for the general and
spiritual welfare of the Tibetan people. In
particular, the His Holiness Fourteenth Dalai
Lama is universally recognised for his
outstanding contributions to world peace and
religious harmony, a person whose
humanitarian activities are wide-ranging and
all-encompassing.
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Regarding the finding, recognition, and
subsequent education of the reincarnation
of the H H Fourteenth Dalai Lama, | believe
we must adhere to the advice, direction, and
decisions made by the present Dalai Lama to
ensure the continuity of this wonderful legacy.

(Shechen Rabjam Rinpoche is a noted master of the
Nyingma School of Tibetan Buddhism. Above statement
was provided to the Asia Freedom Institute on February
13, 2024. Also, in Annex)

IV. Statements and
Actions by The Central
Tibetan Administration
(cTA)

A.CTA’'s Position on the Issue of
Reincarnation of The 14th Dalai Lama

The government of the People’s Republic
of China adopted the so-called law on
‘Management Measures for the Reincarnation
of Living Buddhas in Tibetan Buddhism’ in
2007. Since then, the PRC has taken over the
management of all monastic administrations
and in particular, took complete control over
the power to recognise reincarnated Lamas/
Living Buddhas, and continue to use it to meet
their political ends.

Moreover, the PRC government, in real time,
conducts workshops, discussion forums, talk
shows and uses various means to promote a
false narrative on the issue of reincarnation
in general; and on the reincarnation of the
present Dalai Lama in particular. These
activities are conducted on all the ordained
and laity throughout Tibet.

It is also a fact that the issue of reincarnation
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama continues to be
discussed within our community and without
as well. Therefore, The Koshog/Cabinet of the

Central Tibetan Administration felt the need
to present this Position Paper for everyone’s
information.

® The Kashag has firm belief that His Holiness
willlive to the ripe age of 113 as per propitious
prescience and the repeated assurances
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

® The system of recognizing reincarnated
spiritualbeingsis areligious practiceunique
to Tibetan Buddhism. The fundamental
thought behind this philosophy is to accept
the principle of life after death.

® While extending our sincere appreciation
and thankfulness to those freedom loving
democratic countries around the world,
including the United States of America
for their complete endorsement of His
Holiness’s thoughts on this matter; we
will pursue with due diligence to obtain
similar support from as many like-minded
countries as possible.

® ith regards to the reincarnation of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, His Holiness’s
repeated statements since 1969, the
official pronouncement of September 24,
2011, or any guidance in future is inherently
discretionary. No government nor any
individual has the right to interfere on this
matter.

® This religious activity should be conducted
as per the responsibilities that His Holiness
enshrines and entrusts, We have full
confidence in the leadership of the Central
Tibetan Administration at the time to take
responsibility as entrusted.

® The Kashag is in the process of working
on other related matters that need to be
addressed concerning this issue.

May all be assured
The Kashag

September 29, 2022

(Source: Original Statement Also, in Annex)
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B. March 10th 2023 Statement of the
17th Tibetan Parliament-In-Exile

The government of China has been continuous
in interfering in and making abusive misuse
of the unique Tibetan Buddhist tradition of
the process for the discovery and recognition
of the religiously important reincarnations
of its Tulku figures. It has trampled on the
customary Tibetan Buddhist practice of the
discovery and recognition of reincarnations
of religious leaders by passing regulations
that are actually in direct contradiction with
its previous assurances. It particular, China
has already been carrying out preparations
for the installation of its own candidate for
the reincarnation of the present Dalai Lama.
Through its official media, China has been
proclaiming to the world the imperative of
its claimed right to install its own choice of
the reincarnation of the present Dalai Lama.
To the government of China this is nothing
but a matter of asserting of political power,
for it keeps reiterating this assertion of right
in a sort of mad tantrum while having no
factual basis whatsoever to sustain its claim.
The reality is that in the traditional Tibetan
practice for the discovery and recognition
of the reincarnations of tulkus, the decision
resides in the concerned religious leader
alone. Any claim of anyone else being entitled
to interfere with it in a coercive manner is
totally baseless in as much as there is no
scope for any such meddling. In particular, in
the case of the reincarnation of His Holiness
the Dalai Lama, speeches have been given
on successive occasions, clearly expressing
his wishes. It goes without saying that these
alone will be the basis on which Tibetans
both in Tibet and in exile as well as the
entire people in the international community
will exercise their right of recognition of his
reincarnation.

(The above statement is an excerpt from a longer
statement issued by the 17th Tibetan Parliament in Exile.
Source:tibetanparliament.org)

C.CTA Response to China's ‘Order
No. 5’ (October 7,2007)

Joint Statement to Repudiate the so-called
Order no. 5 of China’s State Administration of
Religious Affairs on Management Measures
for the Reincarnation of ‘Living Buddhas’ in
Tibetan Buddhism.

Ludicrous and unwarranted as it is, Chinad’s
State Administration of Religious Affairs has
come out with a document called the order
no. 5, containing 14 articles on Management
Measures for the Reincarnation of ‘Living
Buddhas’ in Tibetan Buddhism which, it said,
will take effect on 1 September. Replete with
contradictory statements and wild claims, the
document reflects the ulterior or true motives
of the Chinese leadership. Since it will serve
as a big tool for the Chinese government to
brutally repress the innocent Tibetans under
their tyrannical rule and will also be recorded
as a gross historical misrepresentation we
feel it is necessary to issue a statement,
repudiating this document through a brief
analysis of its contents.

® Religious freedom, as it is universally
accepted or practised, means that all
citizens can believe, or not believe, in any
religion; that a believer can, according to
his or her will, practise and propagate his
or her religion; and especially that there
should be no state or political interference
whatsoever in religious affairs. These days,
it is generally observed that in all countries
save the theocracies the state does not
meddle, or exercise control over, any of
its citizen’s religious activities.The People’s
Republic of China (PRC) does not only
claim that it is an atheist state, but has also
included freedom of religious belief among
the fundamental rights of the people in
its constitution. And yet it continues to
forcibly interfere in the religious activities
of all religions of the country, according to
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its political needs. This is something that
all humanity, and especially all religious
believers, shouldtake great care to confront
with.

The document says that it guarantees the
“citizens’ freedom of religious belief” and
“respect Tibetan Buddhism’s practice of
inheriting °‘Living Buddha’ positions”. This
is a shameless statement, since it is very
obvious that the order is but a means
to trample upon the Tibetan people’s
religious freedom, as well as Tibetan
Buddhism’s practice of inheriting “Living
Buddha” positions. During the last many
centuries since the recognition of Tulkus
(or the “Living Buddhas”) came into being,
the principal disciples of the concerned
lamas and the responsible officials of their
spiritual seats have freely recognised their
reincarnating beings, based on the latter’s
faith in and spiritual bond with the former.
Never was there an occasion when they
had to seek approval from the state or
its functionaries. Recognition of Tulkus is
something that can neither be appointed
from above, nor be elected by the general
populace, or be bestowed upon someone
as “titles” or “positions”. Since the task
involved is to search for the place where
the previous being has taken rebirth, it
must be recognised through the prognostic
signs demonstrated by the concerned
reincarnating beings, in consultation with
the lamas or protective deities gifted
with intuitive powers, and through other
traditional or religious methods of testing.
Going by the religious and social norms, it
is crystal clear that this cannot be done at
all by the state or any political organisation.

Highly-realised beings take rebirth for
the benefit of the Dharma and sentient
beings. As such, their meritorious service
is not incumbent upon the state’s approval,
or the formal recognition accorded by it.

Therefore simply by issuing an order on
measures for the recognition of Tulkus, it
cannot fulfill the order’s twin purpose of
undermining or diluting Tibetan Buddhism,
and exercising control over the hearts and
minds of the Tibetan people through state-
sponsored “Living Buddhas”. This will soon
become clear to those who call the shots
in Beijing, for today it is quite obvious to all
whether the Tibetan people accept, or how
much respect and devotion they have for,
the high lamas anointed by the Chinese
communist government.

The document says that “the ‘Living
Buddhas’ who have historically been
recognised by drawing lots from the
Golden Urn shall have their reincarnating
souls recognised” by this very tradition. This
shows the means employed by Communist
China to meet its selfish ends. To cite an
example, the Chinese government has
while disregarding history or tradition, and
acting according to the political needs of
the times made two different decisions by
firstly, trying to determine the reincarnation
of the 9th Panchen Lama without resorting
to the Golden Urn method,; and secondly,
even though the reincarnation of the 10th
Panchen Lama was already determined
through the traditional or religious system,
China had issued strict instructions that
the Golden Urn method be evoked, but
even then the rituals associated with the
Golden Urn were not properly followed.
Moreover, they did not include in it the
names of all the candidates and forced
their own list of candidates. Everybody
knows that the whole selection procedure
was a farce, devoid of even the semblance
of religious, traditional, historical and moral
considerations.

The document further says that the
“reincarnating living Buddhas shall not be
interfered with or be under the dominion

THE NEXT DALAI LAMA. COLLECTED STATEMENTS, WRITINGS AND DOCUMENTS




of any foreign organisation or individual”.
This reflects the principal objective of
the order, as does the ultimate motive of
the Chinese government. At present His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, the supreme
leader of the entire Tibetan Buddhist world
andthe heads of the four schools of Tibetan
Buddhism as well as the traditional Bon
religion are all residing in exile. If a system
is instituted, whereby all of them were to
be denied the right to offer guidance, and
have the ultimate say, in matters relating to
the recognition of Tulkus in their respective
schools, it will completely jeopardise the
unique tradition, or the religious system,
of recognising Tulkus. It will also increase
the number of fake Tulkus, enjoying the
so-called state recognition. This, in turn,
will erase the great faith and respect the
common people have for the Tulkus, thus
greatly contributing to the destruction and
dilution of Tibetan Buddhism. Moreover,
through the implementation of this order,
the Buddhist followers in Tibet will be
estranged from their lamas. It will, in
particular, pave the way for the state to
anoint fake reincarnations of high-ranking
Tibetan lamas, disregarding those true
incarnate Tulkus who are born outside the
country, orinothercountry. It must, however,
be emphasised that anyone would know
that this evil design of theirs will never
lead to fruition; they are simply engaging
themselves in wishful thinking.

While implementing these measures, the
most important thing to note is that the
document does not specify the basis on
which the decisions in granting approval
to, and recognition of, Tulkus will be taken.
As such, will the concerned officials of the
Religious Affairs Bureaus of the National
People’s Congresses of the provincial and
regionallevels, the National Religious Affairs
Bureau and the State Council who are
supposed to be the competent authorities

in this respect give approval to recognise,
andaccordstaterecognitionto, a Tulku after
having determined confidently that the
inheritance lineage of the Tulku is real; that
hislineagehascontinuedtothepresentday;
and that he is the true reincarnating soul of
the previous lama? Or will they follow their
whims in giving approval and according
state recognition? If the former is true, then
does it not prove that those at the helm
of China’s communist government have
accepted, and are actually practising, the
Buddhist philosophy. In which case, they
must categorically state that they have
abandoned their communist ideology of
viewing religion as opium that obstructs
the development of society and that it is
a blind faith. Whereas if the latter is true,
then is it not an incontrovertible evidence
of the fact that the PRC's overall policy
on religion, including these measures for
managing Tulkus, is nothing but a deceitful
lie. However, this lie will not at all be able
to fool the Tibetans and the people of the
world.

Due to the reasons cited above, the heads
of all the religious schools of Tibetan
Buddhism; the monks, nuns, mantra
holders and other lay followers of the
respective schools and the Department of
Religion and Culture of the Central Tibetan
Administration collectively issue this
statement repudiating the so-called order
no. 5 of China’s State Administration of
Religious Affairs that it is against the United
Nations Declaration of Human Rights and
the PRC's constitution,; that it is against
history and the aspiration of the broad
masses of people who believe in Tibetan
Buddhism. Furthermore, it is a new weapon
employed by the Chinese government to
undermine Tibetan Buddhism, and to insult
andoppresstheTibetanpeople.Atthesame
time, we would like to make an emphatic
appeal to the Tibetans in general; and
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especially to the Tibetan leaders, officials,
party cadres and the general public in
the so-called Tibet Autonomous Region
as well as other Tibetan autonomous
prefectures and counties that as provided
for in the PRC’s Law on Regional National
Autonomy: “If a resolution, decision, order
or instruction of a state organ at a higher
level does not suit the conditions in a
national autonomous areq, the organ of
self-government of the area may ..cease
implementing it after reporting to and
receiving the approval of the state organ
at a higher level,” they should impress upon
their legitimate authorities that this order
is not in keeping with the actual prevailing
situation of the Tibetan autonomous areas,
and so they should be allowed to repudiate,
and halt the implementation of this order.

Kalon for Religion and Culture
Central Tibetan Administration

(Source: www.tibet.net)

D. Resolutions From The 3rd Special
General Meeting of Tibetans Held
by the CTA in Dharamsala, India
(October 3-5, 2019)

PREAMBLE (Language on reincarnation):

Regarding the process for the discovery and
recognition of the reincarnation of His Holiness
the Dalai Lama, there is a well-established,
unique historical tradition for the recognition
of reincarnations in Tibetan Buddhism which
dates back from the very early part of the 13th
century and it is fully preserved to this day.

The relationship between successive Dalai
Lamas and the Tibetan people has been
akin to that between head and neck, or, as
it were, between the body and its shadow,
and therefore never ever separable. Hence
it is only to be expected that the tradition of
the continuance of the lineage of the Dalai

Lamas through successive reincarnations
should remain for the sake of the people of
the Snowland of Tibet. Therefore through this
Special General Meeting the 340 delegates
who have come from 24 counties as
representatives of the general Tibetan public
sees it as imperative to adopt a resolution
which thus follows hereunder.

RESOLUTIONS:

® That this Special General Meeting prays
with unchangeable resolve that His
Holiness the Great Fourteen Dalai Lama,
the unsurpassable leader who is like the
eyes on the foreheads and the heart in the
bosoms of all the tsampa-eating subjects
of the Tibetan nation may continue on as
their ultimate protector-refuge of utmost
recourse both for this and their future lives
for a hundred aeons.

® That on behalf of all the Tibetan people
presently living in Tibet and in exile, this
Special General Meeting prays with a
single-minded devotion, and in a single
voice, that for as long as sentient beings
remain extant on the Snowland of Tibet, the
lineage of successive reincarnations of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama may continue with
imperativeness for the sake of the dharma
and the sentient beings of this land.

® That this Special General Meeting is of the
position that with regard to the process
for the discovery and recognition of the
reincarnation of His Holiness the Dalai
Lama, the entire task and power lies in His
Holiness Himself and the duly empowered
responsible officials of the Gaden Phodrang
Trust of the Dalai Lama and in no way
in any other entity, be it any nation, any
government, any organization of whatever
description, or any private individual.

® Thatthis Special GeneralMeetingis resolute
in rejecting outright the efforts made and
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still being made by the government of
China in the process for the discovery and
recognition of reincarnations in Tibetan
Buddhism in general and especially its
coercive Order No. 5 declared in 2007
on the question of the recognition of
reincarnations of tulkus and lamas in
Tibetan Buddhism through which it sought
to plot its interference in the recognition
of the reincarnation of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama and this resolution has been
unanimously so adopted.

Such opinions and suggestions endorsed
by the different committees of this Special
General Meeting as well as such of those
opinions and suggestions submitted by the
wider general Tibetan public as are available
in writing will be examined and on that basis
implemented by the Kashag and the Tibetan
Parliament in Exile. Resolved accordingly
by unanimous decision of the Third Special
General Meeting of Tibetans on this the 7th
day of the 8th month of the Earth-Hog Tibetan
Royal Year 2146, corresponding to the 5th of
October 2019.

Pema Jungney
Speaker, Tibetan Parliament in Exile

Acharya Yeshi Phuntsok
Deputy-Speaker, Tibetan Parliament in Exile

(Source: www.tibet.net. Download the Full Document.
Also, in Annex)

E. Resolution of The Tibetan
Parliament-In-Exile (October 11,
2019)

PREAMBLE (Language on reincarnation):

It has been 70 years since the Communist
Party of China began to govern China after it
established on the 1st of October in 1949 what
it called the People’s Republic of China. Under
the armed invasion and accompanying

violent repression of the communist Chinese
government, the entire territory and the
natural and human resources of the great
independent nation of Tibet was, through
course of time, brought under the dominion
of the occupation rule. As a result, His Holiness
the Dalai Lama, the supreme temporal head
and spiritual leader of Tibet, was compelled to
travel to India for refuge, along with many tens
of thousands of other Tibetan people. Over the
last more than 60 years, there has been no
change whatsoever in the policy of violent
repression and brutal persecution pursued by
the government of China on the issue of Tibet.
In addition, on the one hand China maintains
thatHis Holiness the DalaiLamais a separatist,
the head of the ‘Dalai separatist clique’ and
thereby issues all sorts of blasphemous as
well as libelous remarks and vile epithets
against Him. On the other hand, it has issued
documents such as the State Religious Affairs
Bureau Order No. 5 which lays down Measures
on the Management of the Reincarnation of
Living Buddhas and thereby greatly increased
itsinterferenceintheprocessfortherecognition
of His reincarnation in recent years. On that
basis, it has taken to subject the lamas, tulkus
and other religious figures in Tibet to special
training courses. Through such and various
other means as well, the government of China
has strengthened its interferences by taking
direct charge of matters concerned with the
processfortherecognitionofthereincarnation
of HisHoliness the Dalai Lama and thisremains
an ever growing intrusive trend.

RESOLUTION (Five resolutions adopted. The
first one is on reincarnation):

® Hjs Holiness the Dalai Lama, the
unsurpassable leader of the Tibetan
people, is like the eyes on the forehead
and the hearts in the bosoms of all sentient
beings in general in the Snowland of Tibet
and especially of all of the Tibetan peoplein
Tibetandin exile with whom He is connected
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by a special bond of devotional vows that
continues from lifetime after lifetime. Hence
the leadership of the Chinese government
should bring an end to its separatist
campaign activities of blasphemy and
defamation being carried out against Him.
Allpowers totake decisions pertaining tothe
process for the discovery and recognition
of the reincarnation of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama lie exclusively in His Holiness
Himself and the duly empowered trustees
of the Gaden Phodrang Foundation of the
Dalai Lama. The Tibetan Parliament in Exile
remains emphatic thattheleadership ofthe
atheist communist Chinese government
can never have that power.

(The above resolution was adopted with unanimous
approval at the 8th session of the 16th Tibetan
Parliament-in-Exile on September 20, 2019. Source:
tibetanparliament.org. Download the Full Document in
Tibetan. Also, in Annex)

F. Resolution of The 14th Tibetan
Religious Conference Held by The
CTA in Dharamsala, India
(November 27-29, 2019)

® The Karmic bond between the Dalai Lamas
and the Tibetan people have been
inseparable and the present status of the
Tibetan people being extremely critical, all
Tibetans genuinely wish forthe continuation
of the Institution and Reincarnation of the
Dalai Lama in the future. We therefore
strongly supplicate to His Holiness the XIV
Dalai Lama for the same.

® The authority of decision concerning the
way and the manner in which the next
reincarnation of the XIV Dalai Lama should
appear solely rests with His Holiness the X1V

Dalai Lama himself. No government or
otherwise will have such authority. If the
Government of the People’s Republic of
Chinaforpoliticalendschoosesacandidate
for the Dalai Lama, the Tibetan people will
not recognize and respect that candidate.

® Regarding the method of recognizing the
future reincarnations of the Dalai Lama, the
same unique Tibetan traditional method,
which has been continuously used until
now, will be followed. This method conforms
to the basic philosophy and tenets of the
Buddhadharma and originated in Tibet
over 800 years ago. (Source: tibet.net)

G. March 10th 2012 Statement of The
14th Kashag

The Tibetan people and current Kashag are
extremely blessed to have the continuing
presence and wisdom of His Holiness the great
14th Dalai Lama. The Kashag extends absolute
support to the historic statement issued on
September 24, 2011 by His Holiness concerning
his reincarnation. We believe His Holiness
alongyihas: i thelkrighty &o detetmine.: his
reincarnation, and that the communist The
Tibetan people and current Kashag are
extremely blessed to have the continuing
presence and wisdom of His Holiness the great
14th Dalai Lama. The Kashag extends absolute
support to the historic statement issued on
September 24, 2011 by His Holiness concerning
his reincarnation. We believe His Holiness
alone has the right to determine his
reincarnation, and that the communist
government of China has absolutely no say or
role in this matter.

(The above statement is an excerpt from a longer
statement issued by the 14th Kashag. Source: tibet.net)
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V. Statements by The
United Nations (UN)

Letter to the Government of the
People’s Republic of China (PRC)
From the UN Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights.
(June 2, 2024)

REFERENCE: AL CHN 12/2020
2 June 2020

Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our
capacities as Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances; Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention; Special Rapporteur in
the field of cultural rights; Special Rapporteur
on minority issues; and Special Rapporteur on
freedom of religion or belief, pursuant to
Human Rights Council resolutions 36/6, 42/22,
37/12, 34/6 and 40/10.

In this connection, we would like to bring to the
attention of your Excellency’s Government
information we have received concerning the
continuedenforceddisappearanceofGedhun
Cheokyi Nyima, and the regulation of
reincarnation of Tibetan living Buddhas
against the religious traditions and practices
of the Tibetan Buddhist minority. The 17 May
2020marked25yearssincethedisappearance
of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima.

The case of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima has
previously been raised with your Excellency’s
Government by Special Procedures mandate
holders in CHN 13/2005 and CHN 12/2007. We
thank your Excellency’s Government for the
replies received to these communications.

We would also like to recall that the case of
Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima has also been treated
under the humanitarian mandate of the
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances.

Furthermore, Special Rapporteurs on freedom
of religion or belief have raised concerns on
the measures taken by the authorities to
manage the search, identification and the
reincarnation of Buddhist Lamas in 1991 (E/
CN.4/1992/52, para 22), 1996 (E/CN.4/1996/95,
para 40) and 2006 (E/CN.4/2006/5/Add.],
paras 94-95).

According to the information received:

On 14 May 1995, Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima,
then six years of age, was recognized as the
1ith reincarnation of the Panchen Lama by the
Dalai Lama. Shortly after this date, Mr. Nyima
and his parents were taken away from their
villagebymembersoftheChineseGovernment.
The 17 May 2020 marked 25 years since the
disappearance of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima.

The Government of China has confirmed that
he was taken away with his family but has
refused to provide precise information on his
fate and whereabouts despite multiple
requests. The Government initially indicated
he was being held in “government protection,”
and later that he was living a normal life.
During this period, he has reportedly been
deprived of the religious education in Tibetan
Buddhism.

Following the disappearance of Mr. Gedhun
Cheokyi Nyima, the Chinese Government
attempted to nominate and appoint their
preferred choice of individual as the eleventh
Panchen Lama. Moreover, the authorities also
attempted to regulate the appointment of
Tibetan religious leaders, which went against
the intrinsic beliefs and religious traditions of
Tibetan Buddhists. In 2007, the Government
issued the “State Religious Affairs Bureau
Order No.5 (Bureau Order)” that specifically
laid down measures in managing the
reincarnation of Tibetan living Buddha. In
article 2 of Bureau Order, it was stressed that
“living Buddha reincarnations should respect
and protect the principles of the unification of
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the state, protecting the unity of the minorities,
protecting religious concord and social
harmony, and protecting the normal order of
Tibetan Buddhism”. In articles 3 and 4, the
Bureau Order set the conditions for the
application of reincarnation of living Buddha
and also granted authority to local
Governments to decide if a reincarnation is
permissible. In the rest of the Bureau Order, it
detailed various procedures for receiving the
Buddhist Association of China’s opinion and
the State’'s permission or approval for
reincarnation.

In 2016, the Chinese Government published an
online database of the State-approved
Tibetan Buddhist reincarnations with over1300
biographies of living Buddhas residing in the
country as provided by the Buddhist
Association of China. The regulation of
reincarnation is enhanced subsequently in
article 36 of the Religious Affairs Regulations
2017, which provides that: “the succession of
living Buddhas in Tibetan Buddhism is to be
conducted under the guidance of Buddhist
groups and in accordance with the religious
rites and historical conventions, and is to be
reported for approval to the religious affairs
department of people’s governments at the
provincial level or above or to a people’s
government at the provincial level or above”.
Many Tibetan Buddhists have expressed their
concernsabouttheregulationofreincarnation
asitunderminestheTibetanreligioustraditions
and practices while such regulation allow the
State to interfere in the choice of their religious
leaders. Furthermore, there is fear that the
Chinese authority will identify and appoint the
successor of the current (fourteenth) Dalai
Lama against the Tibetan traditions and the
wish of Tibetan Buddhist communities.

Without prejudging the accuracy of this
information, we express grave concern at the
continued refusal by the Government of China
to disclose precisely the whereabouts of

Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima. We are also
particularly concerned that the regulation of
reincarnation of Tibetan living Buddhas may
interfere and possibly undermines, in a
discriminatory way, the religious traditions
and practices of the Tibetan Buddhist minority.

Should these allegations be confirmed, they
would contravene international human rights
law provisions, such as the prohibition against
discrimination, the right to recognition as a
person before the law and to its equal
protection without discrimination, the right not
be deprived arbitrarily of one’s liberty, the right
tofreedomofthought, conscience andreligion
and to freely participate in cultural life in
accordance with articles 2, 3, 6, 7, 9,18 and 27
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
and article 15 of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The
continued enforced disappearance of Mr.
Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima for the past 25 years
contravenes several articles of the United
Nations Declaration on the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearances
including articles 2 and 7.

The disappearance of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi
Nyima has been raised with your Excellency’s
Government multiple times by Special
Procedures mandate holders. The UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
has also requested China to allow an
independentexperttovisitMr.Gedhun Cheokyi
Nyima to confirm his whereabouts and verify
the fulfilment of his rights (CRC/C/SR.299 and
CRC/C/CHN/CO/3-4). We note that your
Excellency’s Government has expressed on
several occasions its support for the
international community’s efforts to eliminate
and prevent enforced disappearances,
including at the Human Rights Council. We
thusreiterate ourdemandforyourExcellency’s
Government to provide prompt and detailed
information on Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima'’s
whereabouts and we endorse the CRC's
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recommendation to allow an independent
monitor to visit him to confirm his whereabouts
and the extent to which he is able to enjoy and
exercise his rights. We also appeal to your
Excellency’'s Government to ensure that
Tibetan Buddhists are able to freely practice
their religion, traditions and culture without
interference.

In connection with the above alleged facts
and concerns, please refer to the Annex on
Reference to international human rights law
attachedto this letter which cites international
human rights instruments and standards
relevant to these allegations.

As it is our responsibility, under the mandates
provided to us by the Human Rights Council,
to seek to clarify all cases brought to our
attention, we would be grateful for your
observations on the following matters:

® Please provide any additional information
and/or comment(s) you may have on the
above-mentioned allegations.

® Please provide prompt and detailed
information on the fate and whereabouts
of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima.

® Please explain how the regulation of
reincarnation of living Buddhas s
compatible with the protection of freedom
of religion or belief and the protection of
religious minorities without discrimination
under international human rights law.

This communication and any response
received from your Excellency’s Government
will be made public via the communications
reporting website within 60 days. They will also
subsequently be made available in the usual
report to be presented to the Human Rights
Council.

We may publicly express our concerns in the
near future in this case. We have been
communicating repeatedly  with  the

Government of China to clarify the fate and
whereabouts of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima for
thepast25years,thusfar,withoutasatisfactory
response. We also believe that the regulatory
framework applied to religious communities,
should not interfere or undermine the right of
these commmunities to follow their beliefs and
traditions. Any public expression of concern
on our part will indicate that we have been in
contact with your Excellency’s Government'’s
to clarify the issue/s in question.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of
our highest consideration.

Luciano Hazan
Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappeadrances

Elina Steinerte
Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention

Karima Bennoune
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural
rights

Fernand de Varennes
Special Rapporteur on minority issues

Ahmed Shaheed
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or
belief

(Source: spcommreports.ohchr.org Also, in Annex)

VI. Statements and
Actions of The U.S.
Government

A.Tibet Policy and Support Act of
2020

(Part of Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021.
Became Public Law 116-260. December 27,
2020. Subtitle E - Tibetan Policy and Support
Act of 2020.)
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SEC. 342. STATEMENT OF POLICY REGARDING THE
SUCCESSION OR REINCARNATION OF THE DALAI
LAMA.

(a) FINDINGS - Congress finds the following:

I. Tibetan Buddhism is practiced in many
countries including Bhutan, Indiq,
Mongolia, Nepal, the People’s Republic of
China, the Russian Federation, and the
United States, yet the Government of the
People’s Republic of China has repeatedly
insisted on its role in managing the
selection of Tibet’s next spiritual leader,
the Dalai Lama, through actions such as
those described in the “Measures on the
Management of the Reincarnation of
Living Buddhas” in 2007.

2. On March 19, 2019, Chinese Ministry of
Affairs spokesperson reiterated that the
“reincarnation of living Buddhas including
the Dalai Lama must comply with Chinese
laws and regulations and follow religious
rituals and historical conventions”.

3. The Government of the People’s Republic
of China has interfered in the process of
recognizing a successor or reincarnation of
Tibetan Buddhist leaders, including in 1995
by arbitrarily detaining Gedhun Choekyi
Nyima, a 6-year old boy who was identified
as the lith Panchen Lama, and purporting
to install its own candidate as the Panchen
Lama.

4. The l4th DalaiLlama, Tenzin Gyatso, issued a
statement on September 24, 2011, explaining
the traditions and spiritual precepts of the
selection of Dalai Lamas, setting forth his
views on the considerations and process
for selecting his successor, and providing
a response to the Chinese government’s
claims that only the Chinese government
has the ultimate authority in the selection
process of the Dalai Lama.

5. The 14th Dalai Lama said in his statement

that the person who reincarnates has
sole legitimate authority over where and
how he or she takes rebirth and how that
reincarnation is to be recognized and if
there is a need for a 15th Dalai Lama to be
recognized, then the responsibility shall
primarily rest with the officers of the Dalai
Lama’s Gaden Phodrang Trust, who will be
informed by the written instructions of the
14th Dalai Lama.

. Since 2011, the 14th DalaiLama has reiterated

publicly on numerous occasions that
decisions on the successions, emanations,
or reincarnations of the Dalai Lama belong
to the Tibetan Buddhist faith community
alone.

” On June 8, 2015, the United States House

of Representatives unanimously approved
House Resolution 337 which calls on the
United States Government to “underscore
that government interference in the
Tibetan reincarnation process is a violation
of the internationally recognized right to
religious freedom . . . and to highlight the
fact that other countries besides China
have long Tibetan Buddhist traditions, and
that matters related to reincarnations in
Tibetan Buddhism are of keen interest to
Tibetan Buddhist populations worldwide”.

. On April 25, 2018, the United States Senate

unanimously approved Senate Resolution
429 which “expresses its sense that the
identification and installation of Tibetan
Buddhist religious leaders, including a
future 15th Dalai Lama, is a matter that
should be determined solely within the
Tibetan Buddhist faith community, in
accordance with the inalienable right to
religious freedom”.

. The Department of State’s Report on

International Religious Freedom for 2018
reported on policies and efforts of the
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Government of the People’s Republic of
China to exert control over the selection
of Tibetan Buddhist religious leaders,
including reincarnate lamas, and stated
that (United States) officials underscored
that decisions on the reincarnation of the
Dalai Lama should be made solely by faith
leaders.”

(b) STATEMENT OF POLICY. - It is the policy of
the United States that—

. Decisions regarding the selection,
education, and veneration of Tibetan
Buddhist religious leaders are exclusively
spiritual matters that should be made by
the appropriate religious authorities within
the Tibetan Buddhist tradition and in the
context of the will of practitioners of Tibetan
Buddhismy;

2. The wishes of the 14th Dalai Lama, including
any written instructions, should play a
key role in the selection, education, and
veneration of a future 15th Dalai Lama; and

3. Interference by the Government of the
People’s Republic of China or any other
government in the process of recognizing
a successor or reincarnation of the 14th
Dalai Lama and any future Dalai Lamas
would represent a clear abuse of the right
to religious freedom of Tibetan Buddhists
and the Tibetan people.

(c) HOLDING CHINESE OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE
FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM ABUSES TARGETING
TIBETAN BUDDHISTS—

It is the policy of the United States to take all
appropriate measures to hold accountable
senior officials of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China or the Chinese
Communist Party who directly interfere with
the identification and installation of the future
15th Dalai Lama of Tibetan Buddhism,
successortotheld4thDalailama,including by—

. Imposing sanctions pursuant to the Global
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability
Act (22 9 U.S.C. 2656 note); and

2. Prohibiting admission to the United
States under section 212(a)(2)(G) of the
Immigration and 12 Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.

182(a)(2)(c)).

(d) DEPARTMENT OF STATE PROGRAMMING TO
PROMOTE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM FOR TIBETAN
BUDDHISTS—

Consistent with section 401 of the Frank R. Wolf
International Religious Freedom Act (Public
Law 114-281;130 Stat. 1436), the Ambassador-
at-Large for International Religious Freedom
should support efforts to protect and promote
international religious freedom in China and
for programs to protect Tibetan Buddhism in
China and elsewhere.

(Source: Download full text of the Tibet Policy and
Support Act of 2020. Also, in Annex)

B. Department of State Authorities
Act, Fiscal Year 2017, Improvements
Act. Public Law 115-94. (February 14,
2017)

SEC. 13. RESTORATION OF TIBET REPORT

(b) PERIODIC REPORTS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of the
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal
Year 2017, Improvements Act, and annually
thereafter until December 31, 2021, the
President shall transmit to the appropriate
congressional committees a report on—

1. (1) the steps taken by the President and the
Secretary in accordance with subsection
(a)(1) to implement the Tibetan Policy Act
of 2002; and

2. (2) the status of any discussions between
the People’s Republic of China and the
Dalai Lama or his representatives or a
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successor selected by a method of the
14th Dalai Lama’s own choosing or the
representatives of such successor.

(Source: Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal
Year 2017, Improvements Act)

C. Statement of Antony J. Blinken, US
Secretary of State on the Occasion of
the Dalai Lama’s 88th Birthday. (July
6,2023)

“| extend my warmest wishes to His Holiness
the Dalai Lama on the occasion of his 88th
birthday, an auspicious day for the Tibetan
community. His Holiness’s kindness and
humility serve as an inspiration to many
around the world, and | have deep admiration
for his ongoing commitment to peace and
nonviolence. Today, may we reflect on his
messages of compassion and tolerance as
we reaffirm our commitment to upholding the
human rights of all people, including those of
the Tibetan community.

The United States is unwavering in our
commitment to support the linguistic, cultural,
and religious identity of Tibetans, including
the ability to freely choose and venerate their
religious leaders without interference.”

(Source: Statement of Secretary Blinken. Also, in Annex)

D. United States Special Coordinator
for Tibetan Issues, Uzra Zeya's
Remarks at the State Department
2023 Losar Reception

“The PRC continues to implement draconian
systems of control that seek to “Sinicize”
the Tibetan population. It interferes in the
succession process of TibetanBuddhistlamas,
including the Dalai Lama, both within the PRC
and throughout the region.”

(Source: Statement of Under Secretary Zeya)

E. Remarks of Uzra Zeyaq, United
States Special Coordinator for
Tibetan Issues. (October 4, 2022)

“My friends, we are gathered here today at
a critical moment for Tibet and the survival
of its distinct religious, cultural, and linguistic
heritage. PRC authorities continue to wage a
campaign of repression against the Tibetan
community. There is perhaps no better issue
that exemplifies the ramifications of these
policies than the Dalai Lama's succession.
PRC authorities have made clear they have
every intention of co-opting the succession
process of Tibetan Buddhist lamas, including
His Holiness. The PRC views this co-optation
as critical to eroding international support for
Tibet and completing its forcible “Sinicization”
of the six million Tibetans in the PRC. PRC
authorities have shown they are willing to act
with cruelty when any succession process falls
outside the bounds of their control. Twenty-
seven years ago, the PRC abducted the 11th
Panchen Lama, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, who
at the time was six years old. The PRC then
selected and promoted a state proxy who is
not recognized by the Tibetan community.

As you will hear from our panelists and as
detailed in the International Tibet Network'’s
research, PRC interference in Tibetan
Buddhism extends well beyond PRC borders
and has global implications. In fact, PRC
policies on the succession issue are part of
broader efforts to reshape and undermine
human rights globally, including through
transnational repression and acts targeting
the right to freedom of religion or belief.

The importance of this issue, its ramifications
for the preservation of Tibet's rich religious
traditions, the dignity of the global Tibetan
community, and the protection of the human
rights and fundamental freedoms that we
all hold dear, deserves the international
community’s urgent attention.
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The United States will continue to call out PRC
authorities for their repression against the
Tibetan community.”

(Source: Uzra Zeya spoke at a side event of the 5lst
Session of the Human Rights Council. The event hosted
by the US Mission in Geneva was titled “The Global
Implications of the Dalai Lama’s Succession” where a
report by the International Tibet Network: “Tibet, the
Dalai Lama, and the Geopolitics of Reincarnation” was
also launched. Above are excerpts from her remarks:
Full Statement of Under Secretary Uzra Zeya)

F. U.S. Department of State. Office
of International Religious Freedom.
2022 Report on International
Religious Freedom: China-Tibet

The government exerted control over the
selectionofTibetanBuddhistlamas.Authorities
harassed Tibetan families for maintaining
contact with relatives living abroad. Officials
routinely made public statements denigrating
the Dalai Lama and promoting the Sinicization
of Tibetan Buddhism.

U.S. officials underscored that decisions on
the succession of the Dalai Lama should be
made solely by the Tibetan people, free from
interference.

According to media and NGO reports, the CCP
continued to maintain a list of state-approved
“living buddhas.” In 2018, the BAC announced
its database contained 1,311 “living buddhas”
it deemed “authentic.” The Dalai Lama was
reportedly not on the list. The database
reportedly overlapped with the database
required by the 2021 Administrative Measures
forReligious Clergy,whichalsoincluded monks
who were not “living buddhas.” According
to sources, every individual on the official
reincarnation database received political
training in state ideology, entirely separate
from religious training, that emphasized that
theircareerandroleinthereligiouscommunity
depended on motivating followers “to love
the Party, love the country and social stability

maintenance work, as well as fight against
‘separatism’ and the Dalai Lama.

(Source: Full 2022 Report on International Religious
Freedom: China—Tibet)

G. Remarks of Robert Destro, United
States Special Coordinator for
Tibetan Issues. (December 4, 2020)

“It is no accident that the Chinese Communist
Party claims the right to direct the selection of
the next Dalai Lama, and through that process
to remake or in its words to “Sinicize” Tibetan
Buddhism in its own Communist image.

The Communist Party has stated clearly
that it should control the succession of the
Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader of Tibetan
Buddhists all around the world, just because
there are Buddhists in China. There are
roughly as many Catholics in China. Mark my
words, when the opportunity presents itself,
the Communist Party will by the same logic
jointhelist of governments in history thathave
claimed the right to influence the election of
the next Pope. You can bet as night follows
day, that will be the claim.

The United States rejects attempts by any
government to limit the freedom of all
religious communities to choose their own
leaders, define their own doctrines, and to
preserve the internal coherence of their faith.
On this point, the United States is completely
unified: Republicans, Democrats, Executive,
Congress, the Supreme Court of the United
States. We all understand that religions have
the right to control their own leadership and
the United States government understands
thatthe Communist Party’s attempt to
control world religions and decisions
of sovereign nation states is a major threat
to global peace and stability.”

(Source: Robert Destros spoke at a virtual event
hosted by Ambassador Andrew Bremberg, permanent
representative of the United States of America to the
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Office of the United Nations. The event was titled:
“Religious Freedom in Tibet: The Appointment of
Buddhist Leaders and the Succession of the Dalai
Lama.” US Ambassador-at-Large for International
Religious Freedom Sam Brownback and CTA President
Lobsang Sangay also spoke at the event. Above are
excerpts from his remarks. Full Statement of Robert
Destro. YouTube Video of the Event)

H. Statement of Samuel D.
Brownback, U.S. Ambassador at
large for International Religious
Freedom. (October 28, 2019)

Thechiefpurposeoftheirvisitastheymentioned
during their welcome reception is to send a
clear message to the world particularly China
that, “the United States government supports
the Tibetan people, the Dalai Lama and that
the role of picking a successor to the Dalai
Lama belongs to the Tibetan Buddhist system,
the Dalai Lama and other Tibetan Buddhist
leaders. It does not belong to anybody else,
not any government or any entity.” (Source:
tibet.net)

(Ambassador Samuel Brownback met with the Dalai
Lama in Dharamsala on October 28, 2019 and made
the above statement)

VIl. Bills and Resolutions
in The United States
congress

A.S.138

Promoting a Resolution to the Tibet-China
Conflict Act (Bill. 01/30/2023) Companion
House of Representatives Bill: H.R.533

SEC. 6. AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS TO
COUNTER DISINFORMATION ABOUT TIBET.

Amounts authorized to be appropriated or
otherwise made available to carry out section
201(c) of the Asia Reassurance Initiative Act of
2018 (22 U.S.C. 2292 et seq.) are authorized to

be made available to counter disinformation
about Tibet from the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Chinese
Communist Party, including disinformation
about the history of Tibet, the Tibetan people,
and Tibetan institutions including that of the
Dalai Lama.

(The above legislation was also introduced in the
117th Congress in both the Senate and House of
Representatives) (Source: congress.gov)

B. H.R.3524

Ensuring American Global Leadership and
Engagement Act (Bill. 05/25/2021) Companion
Senate Bill: S.1169

SEC. 307. UNITED STATES POLICY AND
INTERNATIONAL ENGAGEMENT ON THE
SUCCESSION OR REINCARNATION OF THE
DALAI LAMA AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM OF
TIBETAN BUDDHISTS.

(a) Reaffirmation of Policy.—

Itis the policy of the United States, as provided
under section 342(b) of division FF of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public
Law 116—-260), that any “interference by the
Government of the People’s Republic of China
or any other government in the process of
recognizing a successor or reincarnation
of the 14th Dalai Lama and any future Dalai
Lamas would represent a clear abuse of the
right to religious freedom of Tibetan Buddhists
and the Tibetan people”.

(b) International Efforts To Protect Religious

Freedom Of Tibetan Buddhists.—The

Secretary of State should engage with

United States allies and partners to—

® Support Tibetan Buddhist religious leaders’
solereligious authority to identify andinstall
the 15th Dalai Lama;

® Oppose claims by the Government of the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) that the
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3524/text?s=2&r=15&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22dalai+lama%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1169?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22dalai+lama%22%7D&s=2&r=16

PRC has the authority to decide for Tibetan
Buddhists the 15th Dalai Lama; and

® Reject interference by the Government of
the PRC in the religious freedom of Tibetan
Buddhists. (Source: congress.gov)

C.S.1260

United States Innovation and Competition Act
of 2021 (Bill. 04/20/2021) Companion House of
Representatives Bill: H.R. 4521

(The two bills have the same language on
reincarnation as H.R.3524 and S.1169)

D. S.2539

Tibetan Policy and Support Act of 2019
(Bill  09/24/2019) Companion House of
Representative Bill: H.R.4331

There is significant language on the reincarnation and
succession of the Dalai Lama. Some of the language
mirrors the one in the Tibet Policy and Support Act of
2020. (Source: Language related to the succession or
reincarnation of the Dalai Lama)

E.S.Res.752

A Resolution Condemning the Chinese
Communist Party’s Use of Forced Labor and
Other Coercive Measures to Destroy rReligious
Freedom in Tibet. (Resolution. 10/22/2020)

Condemning the Chinese Communist Party’s
use of forced labor and other coercive
measures to destroy religious freedomin Tibet.

Whereas the Chinese Communist Party has
long persecuted Tibetans for their religious
beliefs, including by illegitimately claiming
authority to designate the Dalai Lama's
successor, destroying religious institutions,
and arbitrarily detaining, disappearing,
and torturing Tibetans in order to compel
adherence to “normal religious activities”, as
sanctioned by the Party.

Resolved, That the Senate—

® Condemns the Chinese Communist Party’s
campaign against religious freedom in
Tibet, including its plainly illegitimate efforts
to designate the next Dalai Lama, which
is a matter that should be determined
solely within the Tibetan Buddhist faith
community.

F.S.4629
America LEADS Act (Bill. 09/17/2020)

The text of the bill has detailed language on
reincarnation and institution of the Dalai Lama
some of whichisinthe Tibet Policy and Support
Act of 2020 (Source: congress.gov)

G. S.Res.408

A resolution commemorating the 59th
anniversary of Tibet’s 1959 uprising as
“Tibetan Rights Day”, and expressing support
for the human rights and religious freedom of
the Tibetan people and the Tibetan Buddhist
faith community. (Resolution. 02/15/2018)

Related Resolutions: S.Res.429 (03/08/2018).
H.Res.743 (02/16/2018)

Commemorating the 59th anniversary of
Tibet’s 1959 uprising as “Tibetan Rights Day”,
and expressing support for the human rights
and religious freedom of the Tibetan people
and the Tibetan Buddhist faith community.

Whereas, in 2011, the 14th Dalai Lama declared
that the responsibility for identifying a future
15th Dalai Lama will rest with officials of the
Dalai Lama’s private office and that “apart
from the reincarnation recognized through
such legitimate methods, no recognition or
acceptance should be given to a candidate
chosen for political ends by anyone, including
those in the People’s Republic of China”.
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-resolution/752?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22dalai+lama%22%7D&s=1&r=24
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4629?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22dalai+lama%22%7D&s=1&r=27
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Resolved, That the Senate -

® (4)Expressesits sensethattheidentification
andinstallationof TibetanBuddhistreligious
leaders, including a future 15th Dalai Lama,
isamatterthat should be determined solely
withinthe TibetanBuddhistfaithcommunity,
in accordance with the inalienable right to
religious freedom.

® (5) Expresses its sense that any attempt by
the Government of the People’s Republic
of China to identify or install its own
candidate as a Tibetan Buddhist religious
leader, including a future 15th Dalai Lama, is
invalid interference in the right to religious
freedom of Tibetan Buddhists around the
world, including in Tibet as well as the
United States and elsewhere.

H. Congressional-Executive
Commission on China (CECC)

H.1 CECC Annual Report 2022

The PRC continued to restrict, and seek to
control, the religious practices of Tibetans, the
majority of whom practice Tibetan Buddhism.
Authoritiesin Tibetan areasissued prohibitions
on forms of religious worship, particularly
during major religious events or around the
times of politically sensitive anniversaries, and
restricted access to Tibetan Buddhist religious
institutions. The PRC continued to assert
control over the process of selection and
recognition of Tibetan Buddhist reincarnated
teachers,including the Dalai Lama (Excerpts
from the Executive Summary) (Source: Full
CECC 2022 Report)

H.2 Statement of Senator Marco Rubio
on the Passage of the Tibetan Policy and
Support Act. (December 22, 2020)

“Passage of the Tibetan Policy and Support Act
sends an important message that the United
States stands with the Tibetan people and
against any effort by the Chinese Communist
Party to interfere with the religious process of
identifying Tibetan Buddhist leaders, such as
the Dalai Lama.” (Source: cecc.gov)

H.3 Letter From Senator Jeff Merkeley

and Representative James McGovern,

the Chairman and Cochair Respectively

of the CECC to the US House and Senate
Leadership Urging Members of Congress to
include “Robust Provisions on Human Rights
Principles” in the Legislation That Eventually
Became the CHIPS Act of 2022. (March 28,
2022)

CECC recommendations in the final bill
included the following:

® fnsuring proper rank of the Special
Coordinator for Tibetan Issues and
establishment of a Tibet Unit at the U.S.
Embassy in Beijing (Sec. 30308 of COMPETES,
Sec. 3306 of USICA) and reaffirming the
policy any interference from the PRC in
the process of recognizing a successor
reincarnation of the Dalai Lama is a clear
abuse of the rights of religious freedom of
Tibetan Buddhists and people (Sec. 30309
of COMPETES, Sec. 3307 of USICA) (Source:
cecc.gov)
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VIIl. Statements by
Leaders of India

A. Statement of R K Khrimey,
National Convenor of Core Group
for Tibetan Cause India (CGTCI) and
Former MP. (November 20, 2023)

China has raised the issue of approving the
next Dalai Lama which is a serious matter.
Approval of the next reincarnation of the Dalai
Lama is an institutional matter and there is no
rule for China to approve it. (Source: PRC can't
approve Dalai Lama’s next reincarnation, says
Khrimey. Arunachal Observer. November 20,
2023

https://arunachalobserver.org/2023/11/20/prc-cant-
approve-dalai-lamas-next-reincarnation-says-
khrimeyy/)

B. Statement of the All Party Indian
Parliamentary Forum for Tibet
(APIPFT). (August 20, 2022)

The forum met earlier this month where
convenerSujeetKumarexpressedhisobjection
to “the intervention of the Chinese Communist
regime in the reincarnation of His Holiness
the 14th Dalai Lama,” highlighting that only
the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan people have
the right to choose in the matter. According to
the minutes of the meeting acquired by the
Indian Express, senior BJP leader and former
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Sushil Kumar Modi
proposed a bill on the lines of the ‘Tibetan
Policy Support Act’ that was passed in the US.

Kumar has also prepared a Private Member’s
Bill seeking a Tibet Policy Act, which asks the
government to appoint a special coordinator
withintheMinistry of External AffairsforTibetan-
related issues, to promote “substantive
dialogue between the Chinese government
and the Dalai Lama and his representatives or
democratically-elected leaders of the Tibetan
community, among other things”.

The special coordinator, the Bill says, should
establishinternational diplomatic coalitionsto

oppose any move by the Chinese government
to “select, educate, and venerate Tibetan
Buddhist religious leaders in a manner
inconsistent with Tibetan Buddhism in which
the succession or identification of Tibetan
Buddhist lamas, including the Dalai Lama,
should occurwithoutinterference,inamanner
consistent with Tibetan Buddhists’ beliefs.”

(Above is an extract from an article that appeared in
The Indian Express on August 20, 2022. Source:
Matthew, Liz. All-party MP group to seek Bharat Ratna
for Dalai Lama. The Indian Express. August 20, 2022

https://indianexpress.com/article/political-pulse/
all-party-mp-group-to-seek-bharat-ratna-for-dalai-
lama-8100611/

C. Statement of Amitabh Mathur,
Former Adviser on Tibet Affairs to the
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government
of India. (July 13, 2021)

“It is imperative that the Government of India
should declare without further delay that
reincarnation of the Dalai Lama is a religious
matter which is to be decided by HHDL and
the Tibetans and the Indian government will
honour his wishes. This has been
unequivocally stated in the US government’s
Tibet Policy and Support Act. The Act seeks
to sanction officials who would interfere in the
process of Dalai Lama'’s reincarnation. India
should be seen as the centripetal force in
safeguarding the sanctity of the process and
firmly oppose outside interference and
influence. This will remove doubts and anxiety
from the minds of Tibetans whether the 15th
will be welcome in India and Indian support
will continue after the 14th is no more.”
(Source: www.deepstrat.in)

D. Remarks of Nirupama Rao, Former
Indian Foreign Secretary and India’s
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Ambassador to the United States.
(April 24, 2017)

“We are stakeholders because we cannot
abandon the interests of the Tibetans who live
inIndia. The window is open during the lifetime
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Our position
should be that the religious and cultural
sanctity of the process of succession should
be respected and upheld above all. We should
be flag bearers on this aspect.” (Source: India
Today)

IX. Statements by The
European Union (EU) and
European Parliament

A. Statement by Josep Borrell,
EU Foreign Affairs Chief and
Vice-President of the European
Commiission. (June 19, 2023)

“The European Union has persistently
expressed its concerns about the dire human
rights situation in Tibet, notably on restrictions
on the freedom of religion or belief. The EU is
determined to address these concerns not
just in public, but directly with the Chinese
authorities, including at the highest political
level.

During her recent visit to China on 6 April 2023,
the President of the Commission raised the
EU’s human rights concerns with President Xi
and Premier Li.

When meeting his counterparts, including
in the framework of past sessions of the EU-
China strategic dialogue, High Representative
has raised the same concerns, which are also
expressed officially in multilateral fora[. The
EU remains of the view that the selection of
religious leaders should happen without any
government interference and in full respect of
religious norms.

Inthe framework of the EU-China humanrights
dialogue, the European External Action Service
repeatedly expressed the position that China
needs to respect the succession process of
the Dalai Lama. This was also recalled during
the 38th EU-China human rights dialogue
that was held in Brussels on 17 February 2023.
High Representative/Vice-President Borrell
follows this issue and remains committed
to reiterating the EU’'s position as events so
require.”

(The above is a written response by Mr. Josep Borrell to
the question of the MEPs Mikulas Peksa, Antoni Comin i
Oliveres, Carles Puigdemont i Casamajoé, Clara Ponsati
Obiols, Miriam Lexmann, Markéta Gregorova, Fabio
Massimo Castaldo, Reinhard Blitikofer, Hannes Heide,

Ausra Maldeikiené, Salima Yenbou). (Source: www.
europarl.europa.eu)

B. Question for the High
Representative and VP of the
European Commission in the
European Parliament. (April 24,
2023)

On the occasion of the 34th birthday of the 11th
Panchen Lama, the second most important
religious figure in Tibetan Buddhism, we wish
to express our concern over his abduction
by the authorities of the People’s Republic of
China (PRC) on 17 May 1995.

28 years on, the PRC authorities continue to
denymembersoftheinternationalcommunity
and Tibetans access to the Panchen Lama.
The PRC authorities have not provided proof
that he is alive, have not accounted for his
whereabouts and have prevented him from
exercising his fundamental freedoms.

The Panchen Lama’s abduction raises
concerns about the safety of other central
figures of Tibetan Buddhism, such as His
Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama.
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In view of this:

® Has the Vice-President of the Commission
/ High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP/
HR) discussed the disappearance of
the 1lth Panchen Lama with his Chinese
counterparts at any point in the past?

® Will the VP/HR bring up the Panchen Lama'’s
enforced disappearance during the
upcoming EU-China strategic dialogue?

® Will the European External Action Service
consider adopting an official position,
similar to the bill adopted by the US, stating
thatthe DalaiLama’s succession is a strictly
religious matter, to be decided upon only
by the DalaiLama and the Tibetan Buddhist
community?

(The above question in the European Parliament

was submitted to Joseph Borrell Fontelles, Vice-
Preident of the European Commission by MEPs Mikul&$
Peksa, Antoni Comin i Oliveres, Carles Puigdemont

i Casamajo, Clara Ponsati Obiols, Miriam Lexmann,
Markéta Gregorova, Fabio Massimo Castaldo, Reinhard
Butikofer, Hannes Heide, Ausra Maldeikiene, Salima
Yenbou). (Source: www.europarl.europa.eu)

C. European Parliament Resolution.
(December 14, 2023)

6.ReiteratesitscallontheChinese Government
toreengagewiththerepresentatives ofthe14th
Dalai Lama to establish genuine autonomy
for Tibetans within Chinag; urges the Chinese
authorities to release the Panchen Lama and
refrain from interfering in the designation of
the Tibetan spiritual leader.

(The above language is from the European
Parliament resolution of 14 December 2023 on the
abduction of Tibetan children and forced assimilation
practices through Chinese boarding schools in Tibet
(2023/3025(RSP)) P9_TA(2023)0479.) (Source: www.
europarl.europa.eu Also, in Annex)

D. Remarks by Mikulas Peksa,
Head of European Parliamentary
Delegation to Dharamsala. (March
10, 2023)

“l think India, Europe, the U.S and all the
democratic countriesin this world are showing
interest in the process of reincarnation of His
Holiness. It is a religious matter and there
can be no interference coming from any
governments which means it should be
solely under the discretion of the Central
Tibetan Administration. His Holiness and CTA
as the legitimate authority in recognising the
reincarnation of the current Dalai Lama.”

(European Parliament MP Mikulas Peksa along with
MEP Salima Yenbo, MEP Hannes Heide, and MEP Ausra
Maldeikiené visited Dharamsala in March 2023.)
(Source: TibetTV Youtube. Tibet.net)

E. Article by Members of the Inter-
Parliamentary Alliance on China
(IPAC) and Members of the European
and National Parliaments. (June 15,
2020)

Although Tibetans are famously nonviolent,
the future of Tibet will likely be turbulent if
China stays on its current course. The Dalai
Lama—who has lived in exile since China’s
occupation of Tibet began—will turn 85 this
year, and Beijing has already announced
that it plans to name his successor once he
eventually passes away.

The Dalai Lama is one of the main reasons
why Tibetans have refrained from a violent
uprising against their Chinese oppressors.
But with him gone, and Beijing installing an
illegitimate successor, Tibet could easily
descend into mass unrest with the potential to
destabilize the wider region. European officials
and parliamentarians have already voiced
concerns about that, but for its part, Beijing
claims the outside world has no right to get
involved.
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(The above article appeared in Euractiv on June 15,
2020. 21 members of the European Parliament and

36 members of national parliaments including 8
members of the Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China
[IPAC] were signatories to the article.) (Source: ipac.
global)

F. Statement by Josep Borrell
Fontelles, High Representative and
Vice-President of the European
Commiission. (April 3, 2020)

“The European Union has regularly expressed
concerns about restrictions on freedom of
religion or belief and has called on China
to respect the rights of persons belonging
to minorities, in particular in Xinjiang and
Tibet. This position was publicly expressed
in the United Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) and in the Third Committee of the
United Nations General Assembly and was
also raised bilaterally in contacts with the
Chinese authorities. In the framework of the
human rights dialogue between the EU and
Ching, the European Union has consistently
indicated that it expects China to respect the
Dalai Lama’s succession, in accordance with
Tibetan Buddhist standards. This position was
also recalled at the previous meeting on 1
April 2019. The European Union will continue to
express its position on this issue.”

(The above is a written response by Mr. Josep Borrell
Fontelles to a question from MEPs Petras Austrevicius,
Ausra Maldeikieneé, Hannes Heide, Francisco Guerreiro,
and Petra De Sutter)(Source:www.europarl.europa.eu,
Tibet.net)

G. ‘Question for the High
Representative and VP of the
European Commission in the
European Parliament. (February 11,
2020)

In recent years, the Chinese Government has
on several occasions made clear its intention

tointervene in the reincarnation of the Tibetan
spiritual leader the Dalai Lama. This position
not only ignores the Tibetans’ centuries-long
history of selecting the Dalai Lama without
foreign interference, but also violates their
fundamental right to religious freedom,
including their right to select their religious
teachers and leaders according to their
traditional religious customs.

In reaction, the Tibetan Policy and Support Act
of 2019 was introduced in the US Congress,
stating that the appointment of a future Dalai
Lama and other Tibetan Buddhist leaders can
only be decided by the Tibetan Buddhist faith
community. The Dutch and Belgian [1] Ministers
of Foreign Affairs share this view.

What is the position of the European Union on
the issue of the succession of the Dalai Lama?

What concrete measures does the EU intend
to take in order to address this issue?

(The above question in the European Parliament was
submitted to Joseph Borrell Fontelles by MEPs Petras
Austrevicius, Ausra Maldeikiené, Hannes Heide,
Francisco Guerreiro, Petra De Sutter). (Source: www.
europarl.europa.eu)

X. Statements by Foreign
Governments and
Parliaments

A. Australia

1. Statement by Senator Dean Smith.
(November 15, 2023)

The present Dalai Lama turned 88 this year,
and in the Buddhist tradition it is the task of the
Panchen Lama to identify his reincarnated
person when he passes on. Since the
disappearance of the 1lth Panchen Lama in
1995, Beijing has sought to dominate this
sacred process, undermining a centuries-old
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custom which, for the first time in the history
of Buddhism, risks being influenced by
government bureaucracy and interests rather
than time honoured sacred tradition. This is
just one aspect of the broader suppression of
the freedom of Buddhists in Tibet, who have
been regularly obstructed and whose ranks of
monks and other clergy have been vetted by
the government. (Source: parlinfo.aph.gov.
au)

2. Question by Senator Janet Rice, Co-Chair
of the Australian All-Party Parliamentary
Group Tibet (AAPPGT) in the Australian
Parliament. (September 4, 2023)

My questionis to the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senator Wong, about Tibet. Decisions
regarding the selection, education and
veneration of Tibetan Buddhist religious
leaders are exclusively spiritual matters that
should be made by the appropriate religious
authorities within the Tibetan Buddhist
tradition and in the context of the will of
practitioners of Tibetan Buddhism. Minister, in
your conversations with representatives of the
Chinese government, what are you doing to
ensure that these practices are protected in
Tibet, ‘and i to ,ensurei:that . the ..Chinese
government does not have a role in the
selection of the next Dalai Lama? (Source:
parlinfo.aph.gov.au)

3. Remarks by Penny Wong, Foreign Minister
of Australia. (September 4, 2023)

Ithank Senator Rice for her question, and | also
acknowledge that she is one of the co-chairs
of the Australian All Party Parliamentary
Friends of Tibet, as are my colleague Ms
Templeman and, | think, Senator Dean Smith.
Thank you for your work in that context. As |
said to representatives of the Tibetan
community with whom | met today—and I've
met with a number of them previously—it's a
very important part of engagement to have
parliamentary groups whose members are

able as parliomentarians to engage with
members of the community and to make
statements. | understand that statements
were made, although obviously | wasn't
present at your media conference.

Itis the case that we are concerned about the
erosion of rights and freedoms in Tibet, and
we, in our engagement with our counterparts
at a number of levels, continue to raise
concerns with the representatives of the
Chinese government about the erosion of
rights and freedoms in Tibet. We are gravely
concerned by disturbing reports of the
separation of Tibetan children from their
families, the detention of Tibetans for peaceful
expression of political views and the
suppression of Tibetan religious expression,
as well as what are described as excessive
security measures.

We have raised our concerns with
counterparts, and | would say that this is
the first time an Australian government has
done this. Australia raised our concerns in
our national statement at the Human Rights
Council in March, and | again say that that is
the first time an Australian government has
done that. In part, | would credit not just the
Parliamentary Friends but also members of
the community for their advocacy. (Source:
parlinfo.aph.gov.au)

4. Statement by Senator Jordon Steele-John
in the Australian Parliament. (June 20, 2023)

| particularly want to lend my support to the
sections going to the absolute importance of
the selection, education and veneration of
Tibetan Buddhist religious leaders being
treated exclusively as spiritual matters dealt
with by the appropriate religious authorities
within the Tibetan Buddhist tradition, and in
the context of the will of the practitioners of
Tibetan Buddhism. Itis critical that the Chinese
government does not interfere with the
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process of selecting the next Dalai Lama, and
that this process is done in accordance with
Tibetan Buddhist traditions, principles and
practice. The Chinese government has
indicated thatitintends to control the process,
and this isn't new; they kidnapped the then
six-year-old Panchen Lama some 28 years
ago and he hasn't been seen since.
(Source:parlinfo.aph.gov.au)

5. Remarks by Senator Janet Rice, Co-Chair
of the Australian All-Party Parliamentary
Group Tibet (AAPPGT) in the Australian
Parliament. (June 20, 2023)

There are many in this parliament, including
all members of the Greens, who are very
concerned at the actions of the Chinese
government that have violated religious
freedom in Tibet. As part of that approach the
Chinese government have committed a
prolonged attack on the Dalai Lama and have
done everything they can to diminish his
power. Tibetans inside and outside of Tibet
continue to be persecuted by Chinese
authorities for their culture and their beliefs
and have become a minority in their own
country.

Particularly worrying is that the Chinese
government have made it very clear that they
intend to interfere with the succession of the
Dalai Lama. It is enshrined now in Chinese law
that the Chinese government must approve
all reincarnations of senior Buddhist Lamas,
including the Dalai Lama. The Chinese
government have form in this regard. Gedhun
ChoekyiNyima,the PanchenLama,the second
most senior figure in Tibetan Buddhism, was
taken by the Chinese government 28 years
ago, at only six years old. Many human rights
organisations call him the youngest political
prisoner in the world. His whereabouts are still
unknown. I've consistently noted my concerns
about the disappearance of the Panchen
Lama. | will continue to push for the Australian
parliament to only recognise a Dalai Lama

appointed by Tibetan Buddhist traditions and
practices without interference by the Chinese
government. (Source: parlinfo.aph.gov.au)

6. Statement by MP Sophie Scamps in the
Australian Parliament. (June 20, 2023)

Another most critical of issues for the Tibetan
people is the plan of the Chinese government
to intervene in the succession of the 14th Dalai
Lama. The succession process is a deeply
religious, centuries-old right that lies at the
heart of Tibetan Buddhist tradition. It is
unthinkablethatthis processcould beusurped
or interfered with in any way for political
reasons. The right to religious freedom is as a
central tenet of both our democracies, and it
is my hope that Australia will continue to stand
up for the religious rights of the people of Tibet.
(Source: parlinfo.aph.gov.au)

B. Belgium

1. Joint Statement by Belgian MPs Els Van
Hoof and Samuel Cogolati. (April 25, 2023)

“We strongly support Tibetan people’s right to
freedom of religion, cultural and linguistic
identity, including Tibetan’s right to select their
own spiritual leaders according to their beliefs
without government interference.

Thus we condemn the Chinese government'’s
interference in the selection and recognition
of the reincarnation of His Holiness the 14th
Dalai Lama. They further state that the system
of recognising reincarnated spiritual beings is
a religious practice unique to Tibetan
Buddhismandshouldsolelybetheprerogative
of the present Dalai Lama himself and no one
else.” (Source: tibetoffice.eu Also, in Annex)

2. Remarks by Philippe Goffin, Foreign Affairs
and Defense Minister Belgium. (January 21,
2020)

Concerning the Dalai Lama’s reincarnation as
a religious leader and based on the principle
of freedom of religion, it logically belongs to
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the Tibetan religious community to name his
successor without interference from temporal
authorities.

(Philippe Goffin served as Belgium’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Defence from November 30, 2019 to October
I, 2020. The above remarks were in response to a
question from Member of Parliament Samuel Cogolati
on the Belgium government’s position on succession of
the Dalai Lama.) (Source: lachambre.be)

C.Canada

1. Statement by MP Garnett Genuis in the
Canadian Parliament. (December 13, 2022)

“Despite being an officially atheist power, the
CCP presumes to be able to make binding
decisions about the reincarnation of Buddhist
lamas so as to control their succession. This is
an obvious political power move aimed at
laying the groundwork to install a pliant, fake
Dalai Lama in the future, but how can the CCP
logically both reject the idea of reincarnation
andclaimtobethe authority onreincarnation?
These attempts to claim control over the Dalai
Lama’s prospective succession are part of a
broader attack on religious freedom, as well
as other fundamental freedoms, in Tibet and
within the Tibetan diaspora.” (Source:
ourcommons.caq)

2. Letter From 21 Canadians MPs and
Senator. (May 21, 2020)

“The enforced disappearance of Gedhun
Choekyi Nyima and his family members is a
continuous crime not just against him, his
family andthe Tibetan people, but also against
every individual who believes in the sanctity of
humanrights.Itisaninterferenceinthe sacred
Buddhist traditions of recognizing the
reincarnation of lamas and sets a dangerous
precedent for possible interference in the
process of identifying the reincarnations of
future Dalai Lamas.”

(The above is an excerpt from a May 21, 2020 letter to
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. The letter was written to

mark the 25th anniversary of the disappearance of 1ith
Panchen Lama - Gedhun Choekyi Nyima.). (Source:
canadatibet.com Also, in Annex)

3. Motion on Tibet by Senator Thanh Hai
Ngo, Canadian Parliament. (Februqry 26,
2020)

This Senate Motion, introduced on Wednesday,
February 26, 2020, seeks to raise awareness of
the seriousandrecurringhumanrightsabuses
committed against the Tibetan people at the
hands of the Chinese Communist, and to
consequently urge greater action from the
Canadian Government.

Text [on reincarnation] of the Motion on Tibet

(b) respect the religious rights of the Tibetan
people and stop interference in the process of
recognizing a successor or reincarnation of
the 14th Dalai Lama;

Notwithstanding that Tibetan Buddhism is
practiced in many countries including Bhutan,
India, Mongolia, Nepal, the People’s Republic
of Chinag, the Russian Federation, the United
States, and Canada, the Government of the
People’s Republic of China has repeatedly
insisted on its role in managing the selection
of Tibet's next spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama,
through actions such as those described in
the “Measures on the Management of the
Reincarnation of Living Buddhas” in 2007.”

On March 19, 2019, Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs spokesperson reiterated that the
“reincarnation of living Buddhas including the
Dalai Lama must comply with Chinese laws
and regulations and follow religious rituals
and historical conventions”.

The Government of the People’s Republic of
China has interfered in the process of
recognizing a successor or reincarnation of
Tibetan Buddhist leaders, including in 1995 by
arbitrarily detaining Gedhun Choekyi Nyima,
a 6-year old boy who was identified as the 11th
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Panchen Lama, and purporting to install its
own candidate as the Panchen Lama. The 14th
Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, issued a statement
on September 24,2011, explaining the traditions
and spiritual precepts of the selection of Dalai
Lamas, setting forth his views on the
considerations and process for selecting his
successor, and providing a response to the
Chinese government’s claims that only the
Chinese government has the ultimate
authority in the selection process of the Dalai
Lama.Thel4th DalaiLamasaidin his statement
that the person who reincarnates has sole
legitimate authority over where and how he or
she takes rebirth and how that reincarnation
is to be recognized and if there is a need for a
15th Dalai Lama to be recognized, then the
responsibility shall primarily rest with the
officers of the Dalai Lama’s Gaden Phodrang
Trust, who will be informed by the written
instructions of the 14th Dalai Lama.

Since 2011, the 14th Dalai Lama has reiterated
publicly on numerous occasions that
decisions on the successions, emanations,
or reincarnations of the Dalai Lama belongs
to the Tibetan Buddhist faith community
alone. (Source: https://honourablengo.ca/
motion-on-tibet/)

D. Czech Republic

1. Resolution of the Czech Senate
Committee. (May 30, 2023)

(English Translation Of The Resolution. Two out
of the six resolutions was on the reincarnation
of the Dalai Lama)

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, SCIENCE,
CULTURE, HUMAN RIGHTS AND PETITIONS

RESOLUTION of the 8th meeting held on
30 May 2023 on the forced assimilation of
Tibetan children in residential schools in the

People’s Republic of China and the Chinese
Government’s interference with the religious
freedoms of Tibetans

® [fxpresses its opposition to the action of the
People’s Republic of China regarding the
reincarnation of the Tibetan Dalai Lama

® |/sconcerned that the traditional practice of
selectingandrecognising thereincarnation
of Tibetan clerics, including the Dalai Lama,
has been disrupted and influenced by the
intervention of the Chinese authorities This
situation constitutes a serious obstacle to
the freedom of religion and belief of the
Tibetan people. (Source: senatprotibet.cz)

2. Sstatement of the Czech Senate for Tibet -
The Parliamentary group. (March 10, 2023)

In view of the fact that:

® According to the Tibetan Buddhist belief
system, the Dalai Lama, upon his death,
may choose to reincarnate to benefit
humanity; 14 persons have beenrecognized
as Dalai Lama, each selected according
to the spiritual traditions and practices of
Tibetan Buddhism.

® |n a 2011 statement, the 14th (current) Dalai
Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, who will be 88 years
oldon 6 July 2023, affirmed his sole authority
over his reincarnation, adding that if the
decision is made to continue the institution
of the Dalai Lama, the responsibility for
doing so will be borne primarily by his
office, the Gaden Phodrang Trust, based
on his written instructions.

® |n violation of Tibetan religious rules, the
government of the People’s Republic of
China has passed a series of laws and
regulations to legitimize its intention to
control the succession of the Dalai Lama.
These include, in particular, the 2007
“Measures for Controlling Reincarnations
of Living Buddhas in Tibetan Buddhism”
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(Regulation No. 5), according to which
reincarnations of Tibetan Buddhist tulkus
must obtain government approval or they
are illegal or invalid.

® The government of the People’s Republic
of China has in the past interfered with the
process of recognising reincarnations of
Tibetan Buddhist leaders, including in 1995
abducting and still holding in an unknown
location Gedhun Chokyi Nyima, a six-year-
old boy who was designated by Tibetan
tradition as the 1ith Panchen Lama (the
second most important religious figure
after the Dalai Lama), and installing in his
placeitsown CommunistParty-designated
candidate;

® |n a communication to the Chinese
government dated 2 June 2020, five UN
Special Rapporteurs and Working Groups
reiterated that “the freedom of religion
or belief of the Tibetan Buddhist minority
includestherightto determine theirspiritual
and religious leaders in accordance
with their own religious traditions and
practices, as guaranteed by Article 18 of
the Convention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.”

® Several governments, including the
governments of the United States, the
Netherlands, Belgium and Germany, have
officially declared that it is within the
power of the Tibetan religious community
to choose the future Dalai Lama; the EU
High Representative for Foreign Affairs
and Vice-President of the EU Commission,
Josep Borrell, has also stated that “the
selection of religious leaders should take
place without any government interference
and with respect for religious norms”.

We are issuing this statement:

We call on the People’s Republic of China to
respect the freedom of religion of the Tibetan

people, including the reincarnation system of
Tibetan Buddhism, and to stop interfering in
the reincarnation process, including the Dalai
Lama.

We call on the Government of the People’s
Republic of China to promote substantive
dialogue with the Dalai Lama or his
representatives on the future of Tibet and its
genuine autonomy.

We call on the Government of the People’s
Republic of China to reveal the fate of Gedhun
Chokyi Nyima - the 1ith Panchen Lama and
release him.

We urge the Government of the People’s
Republic of Chinag, like other governments, to
adopt a statement that decisions regarding
the installation of Tibetan Buddhist religious
leaders, including the future Dalai Lama, are
solely a spiritual matter to be made by the
Tibetan Buddhist community and the current
14th Dalai Lama without interference from the
Government of the People’s Republic of China.

We recommend that the GOC consider any
Chinese government official involved in
the installation of a Chinese government-
approved candidate for the future 15th Dalai
Lama as a human rights violator and support
his inclusion on the list of persons subject to
sanctions under the EU’s global human rights
sanctions measures.

We are forwarding this statement to the Prime
Minister for consideration and to the President
of the Republic and the Minister of Foreign
Affairs for information. (Source: savetibet.eu)

E. Germany

1. Statement of Niels Annen, Minister of State
in the Foreign Office. (February 26, 2020)

The federal government is of the opinion that
religious communities may regulate their own
affairs autonomously. This includes the right to
choose their own religious leaders. The federal
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government respects the Dalai Lama as the
head of Tibetan Buddhism.

(The above statement is a translation of the original
statement in German. Source: dserver.bunvwvvtag.de

p. 26).

2. Sstatement by the Committee on Human
Rights and Humanitarian Aid on the 60th
anniversary of the Tibetan uprising. (March
10, 2019)

The Committee for Human Rights and
Humanitarian Aid of the German Bundestag
supports this non-violent way for the
Tibetan people to express their will for self-
determination in this form and calls on the
Chinese government to respect the legitimate
rights of the Tibetans, in particular their
culture and religion and to ensure. Human
rights violations against religious minorities
in the People’s Republic of China and the
ever-increasing interference with religious
life and personal freedom must be stopped
immediately. The Committee calls on the
Chinese government to immediately end
the repression against the Tibetan people
and to resume dialogue with the legitimate
representatives of the Tibetans. (Source:
bundestag.de)

3. Report From the Federal Government on
the Global Situation of Freedom of Religion
and Belief. (June 9, 2016)

The Chinese government is encroaching on
the Tibetans’ right to self-government when
it declares the election of the Dalai Lama and
othertulkusto be apoliticalmatter. Thus acore
element that characterizes Tibetan Buddhism
is compromised.

(The above is a Google translation of “In das
Selbstverwaltungsrecht der Tibeter greift die
chinesische Regierung dadurch ein, dass sie die Wahl
des Dalai Lama und anderer Tulkus zur politischen
Angelegenheit erkidrt und damit ein den tibetischen
Buddhismus prdgendes Kernstlck beeintrédchtigt.”
Source: dserver.bundestag.de. p.30)

F. Japan

1. Resolution in the House of Representatives
Regarding Serious Human Rights Situation
in Xinjiang Uighur, Tibet, Southern Mongolia
and Hong Kong. (February 1, 2022)

The Government of Japan should, with this
understanding, first gather information in
order to ascertain the full scope of this serious
human rights situation. This should be done
based on fundamental values including
freedom, democracy and the rule of law
while respecting the culture, traditions and
autonomy of ethnic groups. At the same time,
the government should, in cooperation with
the international community, monitor the
serious human rights situation and employ
comprehensive measures to help those
people in need. (Source: shugiin.go.jp)

2. Message from Hirofumi Shimomura,
ChairmanofAllPartyJapaneseParliamentary
Group for Tibet. (June 22, 2022)

“Currently, in China, the Chinese authorities
continue to impose severe restrictions on
Tibetans and other ethnic minorities, and
United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights Bachelet, who visited China in May
of this year, said that the Tibetan people’s
linguistic and religious It points out that it is
important that Tibetans’ religious and cultural
identity be protected, that Tibetans fully and
freely participate in decisions regarding
their religious life, and that dialogue with the
Chinese side be held.” (Source: tibethouse.jp)

(Above is a Google translation of the original message
in Japanese)

G. Lithuania

Remarks by Arunas Valinskas, Member of
the Lithuanian Parliament. (March 10, 2023)
The reincarnation of the 14th Dalai Lama is
“as a matter of wider principles of religious
liberty and freedom of conscience whether
it's reincarnation or just the matter of Tibetans
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to practice their religion.” The issue needs to
be seen as “as a matter of wider principles of
religious liberty and freedom of conscience
whether it's reincarnation or just the matter of
Tibetans to practice their religion.”

(MP valinskas was part of a delegation of European
parliamentary members who visited Dharamsala in
March 2023.) (Source: TibetTV Youtube)

H. MeXxico

Remarks by Salvador Caro Cabrera on half
of Parliamentary Delegation from Mexico.
(March 10, 2023)

“Mexico must support the Tibet cause in
the multilateral organization. That's our job.
That’'s why we are here. We are worried about
the possibility and intention of China to try
to influence the reincarnation process. We
make today the declaration to express that
we condemn any intent of China to try to be
part of that process. The system, the religious
institution of Tibet, must be respected to
the extreme. That is very important for the
harmony of Tibet and the harmony of the
world.” (Source: TibetTV Youtube)

I. Sweden

Motion of the Swedish Parliamentary
Friendship Group for Tibet in the Swedish
Parliament (Sveriges Riksdag). (October 4,
2023)

Proposal for a Resolution of the Riksdag

The Riksdag supports the motion that the
Swedishgovernmentshouldworktoensurethat
the choice of the Dalai Lama'’s reincarnation is
a religious and a Tibetan matter and convey
this to the government.

Justification

The Dalai Lama is the supreme spiritual leader
of Tibetan Buddhism and a symbol of Tibetan
national identity and independence. The
current Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, has also

inspired millions of people with his eternal
pursuit of a peaceful middle ground in the
relationship between Tibet's exiled population
and China. Although his own ambition is to
remain for many more years, the day will
come when Tenzin Gyatso is no longer with us
and a new Dalai Lama needs to be appointed.

The issue of the selection of the Dalai Lama is
complex with political, religious and cultural
dimensions. China has been clear about its
intentions to influence this selection, including
by legislating that its government must
approve all reincarnations of senior Buddhist
lamas. Although the Dalai Lama is part of
Chinese culture and history, the selection
should be free from political influence. It is
up to the outside world to take a stand. In the
United States, the Tibetan Policy and Support
Actclearly states that the Chinese Communist
Party should not influence the religious
process. Sweden’s government should also
work to ensure that the selection of the Dalai
Lama is a purely religious and Tibetan matter.

(The above is a google translation of motion
2023/24:1529 was submitted by MPs Marie
Nicholson and Johanna Hornberger on
October 4,2023 and supported by the Swedish
Parliament. Source: www.riksdagen.se)

J. United Kingdom

1. Statement of Anne-Marie Trevelyan,
Minister of State [Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office]. (December 14,
2023)

“The UK views the Dalai Lama as a respected
spiritual leader, and as such he has visited
the UK on a number of occasions and we will
continue to do all that we can to encourage
freedoms for religious and cultural expression
in Tibet and across China. We view the
appointment of the next Dalai Lama as a
matter for the relevant religious authorities to
decide in line with those freedoms of religion
and belief.” (Source: hansard.parliament.uk)
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(The above statement was made at
Westminster Hall debate on persecution of
Buddhists in Tibet on December 14, 2023. The
debate was led by Jim Shannon MP)

2. Remarks of MP Jim Shannon. (December
14,2023)

“Chinese leaders from the Tibet Autonomous
Region are visiting the likes of Nepal,
Bhutan and Thailand and seeking to claim
the authority of the Dalai Lama and his
reincarnation. Very clearly, from a Buddhist
point of view, the Government must stand with
His Holiness and affirm his total authority over
his reincarnation—this is not something that
the Chinese Government can give as if they
were the Santa Claus of Christmas. Buddhists
have control of a Dalai Lama; the Chinese do
not.” (Source: hansard.parliament.uk)

3. Remarks of MP Fiona Bruce. (December 14,
2023)

“The PRC's cultural erasure throughout Tibet,
including efforts to ‘Sinicize’ Tibetan Buddhism
and interfere in the selection process of
Tibetan Buddhist lamas, including the Dalai
Lama, are alarmingly widespread.” (Source:
hansard.parliament.uk)

K. The Netherlands

1. Letter From The Minister of Foreign
Affairs to the Chairman of the House of
Representatives of the Dutch Parliament
[states General]. (November 11, 2019)

There is increased police presence and
surveillance in Tibet, especially in urban areas
andin and around temples. The governmentis
concerned about interference by the Chinese
government in religious affairs. The Dalai
Lama’s reincarnation process is subject to
Chinese law, according to Chinese authorities.
The position of this government is that it is up
to the Tibetan religious community itself to
appoint a future successor to the successor to
asuccessortotheDalaiLama.Thegovernment

also encourages China to maintain dialogue
withrepresentatives of the Tibetan community
inside and outside China. The government
notes that, taken as a whole, Chinese policy
in Tibet has a strongly restrictive effect on
religious and cultural freedoms in Tibet, as
well as on the privacy of Tibetan Buddhists in
particular.

(The above excerpt is a translation from the November
11, 2019 letter of Stef Blok, the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Source: parlementairemonitor.nl)

Xl. Statements by
Buddhist Associations

A. Statement of Deputy Secretary
General of Asian Buddhist
Conference for Peace (ABCP).
(Vanuary 19, 2024)

“This is a purely spiritual issue, to be decided
by at his holiness or his people identified by
him and there is an established system or a
practicetodothis.ltmustbefollowed.Certainly
wish his holiness many, many more years. This
is not the time to talk about the reincarnation
while he’s still there. But whenever it happens,
it will be, it will happen in the true spirit of the
Dalai Lama institution. It certainly cannot be
decided by politicians.”

(Source: ANI. Successor is for Dalai Lama Himself to

Decide: Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace General
Secy. The Print. January 19, 2024 theprint.in)

B. Statement of the 12th Asian
Buddhist Conference for Peace
(ABCP). New Delhi, India. (January
17-18, 2024)

That with regard to the reincarnation of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama, His Holiness’
repeated statements since 1969, the official
pronouncement of September 24, 2011, or any
guidance in future is inherently discretionary.
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No government noranyindividualhas theright
to interfere in this matter. This religious activity
has to be conducted as per the responsibilities
that His Holiness the Dalai Lama enshrines
and entrusts.

The 12th General Assembly of the Asian
Buddhist Conference for Peace recognizes
the significance of the continuation of Gaden
Phodrang institution. (Source: tibet.net Also,
in Annex)

C. Statement of The Unified
Viethamese Buddhist Congregation
in Europe. (November 30, 2023)

On the occasion of the historic World
Buddhist Conference in Bodhgaya from 20-23
December, 2023, we, the Unified Viethamese
Buddhist Congregation in Europe condemn in
thestrongestpossibletermstheinterference of
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in Tibetan
Buddhist affairs, namely the recognition of
the reincarnation of high lamas, including His
Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet.

Itis a contradiction for a government that calls
itself atheist to decide the fate of a spiritual
leader.

We believe the system of recognising
reincarnated spiritual beings is a practice
unique to Tibetan Buddhism and should be
the sole prerogative of His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and no one else.

We therefore call on the government of the
PRC to stop interfering in Tibetan Buddhist
affairs and respect the rights of the Tibetans
to freedom of religion or belief.

Similarly,weurgethepeopleoftheinternational
community not to recognise the reincarnation
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama appointed by
the PRC. (Source: tibet.net Also, in Annex)

D. Statement of the European
Buddhist Union, Brussels, Belgium.
(september 24, 2023)

The Council of the European Buddhist Union,
ontheoccasionofthe AnnualGeneralmeeting
in Brussels of 24 September 2023, has adopted
the following declaration:

® We urge the Chinese government to
implement Articles 10 and 11 of the Law on
Autonomy of Ethnic Areas of the People’s
Republic of China, which guarantees the
freedom of language and religion of ethnic
minorities.

® \We call on the Chinese government not to
interfere in Tibetan Buddhist affairs, not to
dismantle Tibetan Buddhist monasteries
and Buddhist statues, and not to interfere
in the recognition of reincarnations of high
Lamas and in the organization of
monasteries.

® Weaffirmthattheselectionofreincarnations
of Tibetan Lamas, including the future 15th
Dalailama, is the prerogative of the Tibetan
people and the Dalai Lama’s Office.

® future Tibetan reincarnated Lamas,
including the Dalai Lama, should be
selected by the Tibetan people according
to their spiritual tradition. We urge the
international community not to recognize
any Lama selected and appointed by the
Chinese authority.

® We call on the Chinese government to
resume negotiations with the Dalai Lama in
order to find peaceful solutions that serve
the common interests of both the Tibetan
and Chinese peoples. (Source: savetibet.
eu Also, in Annex)
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E. Statement of the First Australia
Tibetan Buddhist Centres
Conference, Sydney, Australia.
(March 26, 2023)

The conference statement of consensus
included the following:

The selection, education and veneration of the
Tibetan Buddhist leaders are exclusively
religious matters and recognises defining the
process of recognition of the Dalai Lama’s
reincarnation is solely the prerogative of the
present Dalai Lama himself and no one else.
(Source: tibet.net)

F. Statement of Japan Buddhist
Conference for World Federation.
(December 27, 2022)

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama celebrated his
87th birthday on July 6, 2022. His Holiness's
succession issue is once again attracting the
world’s attention.

We, the Japanese Buddhists, believe that the
succession of the Dalai Lama should be
decided by the Tibetans based on Tibetan
Buddhist culture and history.

The People’s Republic of China (PRC), which
controls the Tibetan Autonomous Region,
enacted the “Measures for the Administration
of the Reincarnation of Venerable Tibetan
Buddhas” in 2007, and the PRC government
claims authority to select the reincarnation of
the Dalai Lamai.

However, the national policy of the People’s
Republic of China is communism, and
communism is based on the principle of non-
religion. It is a contradiction to allow people
who don't believe in religion to decide who the
religious leader of the country will be.

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama has stated, “It
is highly unworthy for political authorities, who

donotevenrecognizetheexistence of previous
and next lives, to forcibly intervene in the
recognition (of Tibetan Buddhist leaders).

Religious matters should be decided in
accordance with religious values, and people
who do not have religious values should not
interfere. This is what it means to respect
freedom of religion.

The Chinese government has protested Indian
Prime Minister Modi’s call to congratulate His
Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama on his birthday,
saying that it was an interference in their
internal affairs.

If the suppression of religion in Tibet is true, it
is a serious challenge to human rights, a value
shared by many countries around the world.

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama is a Nobel
Peace Prize laureate. The Tibetan government-
in-exile's struggle for freedom for its people is
extremely peaceful and non-violent. It is an
actioninaccordance withthe common values
of freedom and human rights in the world.

From this perspective, we support the claims
of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama and the
Tibetan people.

World Federation of Buddhist Associations in
Japan

Secretary General Eikan Mizutani

(Above is a Deepl translation of the original statement
in Japanese)

(Source: https://drive.google.com/file/d/IWmzRzDfqQb
yIFQUp5qEVF2YPvImh7nZz0/view?usp=drive_link Also, in
Annex)

G. Statement of the Ladakh Buddhist
Association. (December 21, 2022)

“The DalaiLamais the supreme spiritualleader
of all the Buddhists, not only in the Himalayan
region but in other countries. He has said the
birth of the new Lama will neither be in China

THE NEXT DALAI LAMA. COLLECTED STATEMENTS, WRITINGS AND DOCUMENTS



https://tibet.net/a-conference-of-tibetan-buddhist-centres-in-australia-held-in-sydney/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WmzRzDfqQbyIF9Up5qEVF2YPvImh7nZ0/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WmzRzDfqQbyIF9Up5qEVF2YPvImh7nZ0/view?usp=drive_link

nor in Chinese-controlled Tibet. So it is his
holiness who will decide it and the Chinese
Communist Party is not any religious party to
decide about our faith.”

(Source: Wani, Ashraf. China Can’t Choose Next Dalai
Lama: Ladakh Buddhist Association. India Today.
December 21, 2022 indiatoday.in)

H. Statement of the Indian
Himalayan Council of the Nalanda
Buddhist Tradition (IHCNBT), New
Delhi, India. (December 20, 2022)

The Indian Himalayan Council of the Nalanda
Buddhist Tradition (IHCNBT) resolved the
following points at its governing council
meeting on 20th December 2022.

Resolution 1:

Due to the special karmic bond between the
Dalai Lamas and the people of the Himalayan
region and the incomparable contribution of
His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama to preserve,
promote, and strengthen the religio-cultural
sphere of the region, we, the Himalayan
Council of the Nalanda Buddhist Tradition
(IHCNBT), The Indian National Sangha Council
unanimously resolved that the continuation of
the Dalai Lamainstitution and reincarnation of
the Dalai Lama are deeply cherished
aspirations of all Himalayan Buddhists. In the
Himalayas, we pray that His Holiness the XIV
Dalai Lama lives a long and healthy life and
that the Dalai Lama institution endures for
many centuries.

Resolution 2:

The cultural and devotional methods and
process of recognizing the reincarnation of
the Dalai Lamas are deeply religious and
cultural affairs followed with much rigour in
Nalanda Tibetan Buddhism. Thus the system
of recognizing reincarnated spiritual beings is
a religious practice unique to Nalanda
Buddhism and the philosophy of the principle

of life after death. No government or any
individual has the right to interfere in this
matter. This religious activity has to be
conducted as per the responsibilities that His
Holiness the Dalai Lama enshrines and
entrusts.The sole authority of thereincarnation
of His Holiness The Dalai Lama is Gaden
Phodrang Institution. No one - including China
- should interfere with such a holy and
devotional process.

Resolution 3:

We further resolve that, if the government of
the People’s Republic of Ching, for political
ends, chooses a candidate for the Dalai Lama,
the people of the Himalayas will never accept
it, never pay devotional obeisance to such a
political appointee, and publicly denounce
such moves by anyone. (Source: www.
ihcnbtorg.in Also, in Annex)

I. Statement of the 13th Executive
Committee Meeting of the Asian
Buddhist Conference for Peace
(ABCP), Colombo, Sri Lanka.
(Yanuary 14, 2021)

The Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace
(ABCP) Executive Council meeting supported
the statement made by Ven. Karma Gelek,
President, National Centre, Department of
Religion and Culture, CTA with regard to the
following 3-point resolution on the future
status of the Dalai Lama institution:

® TocontinuethelnstitutionandReincarnation
of the Dalai Lama in the future;

® The incumbent XIV Dalai Lama to be the
sole authority of how the next reincarnation
of the Dalai Lama should return, and the
Tibetan people never to recognize any
Dalai Lama reincarnation candidate
chosen and installed by the Chinese
government; and
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® To employ the eight centuries old unique
Tibetan traditional method in searching
and recognizing the next Dalai Lama.
(Source: www.abcp.mn/executive-council
Also, in Annex)

J. Declaration of the Third Europe
Tibetan Buddhism Conference,
Belgium (December 8, 2019)

The Third Europe Tibetan Buddhist Conference
was held in Yeuntenling, Huy, Belgium from
December 7-8, 2019 and discussed at length
the vital issue of the reincarnation of the Dalai
Lamas.

The undersigned Buddhist Centres in Europe
have unanimously resolved in this regard to
declare:

® Ourdeep gratitudetothe passing of 3-point
Special Resolution of the Tibetan religious
leaders at the I14th Tibetan Buddhist
Conference in Dharamshala, India on
November 27,2019in India on the issue of the
reincarnation of His Holiness the DalaiLama.

® To reiterate and make it categorically
clear that China has not only suppressed
Buddhism in Tibet but has been using all
meanstocontrolit.In2007ithadannounced
the so-called Article 5, which seeks to
regulate the recognition of reincarnation of
Tibetan Buddhism. We strongly condemn
and reject such measures. Recognition
of reincarnation is intrinsically a religious
matter. Communist China has no role in it.

® Thatmoreimportantand specifically China
has deviously sought to bring under its
control the search of future Dalai Lama. We
believe Tibetan Buddhism has reached a
critical crossroad. It is therefore imperative
for us to plead His Holiness the Dalai Lama
for the continuation of the institution of
the Dalai Lama. As to the recognition of

reincarnation of His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and Gaden Phodrang Trust have the
sole power and responsibility and nobody
else.

(Source: tibet.net Also, in Annex)

Xll. Statements by
International NGOs

A. The Brookings Institution: Ryan
Haas. Director, John L. Thornton
China Center. (January 24, 2024)

On the sensitive question of reincarnation, it is
interesting. Itis the only issue in the world | can
think of where I've had a conversation in the
Oval Office about the topic of reincarnation,
but it has come up. And | think our view is that
this is not an issue that should be decided by
anyone outside of the Buddhist community
and the Dalai Lama and his closest advisers.

And so, the Dalai Lama, his life will end at
some point and this question will become
very salient. | think that we as a community
deserve to be having this conversation now
so that we all have clarity on our respective
views. And so, it’s not just a U.S. and China
issue or an India and China issue, but an issue
of global concern. Because that is, | think, the
magnitude of and significance of it.

(Source: https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/
uploads/2023/12/Global-India-Hass-20240124.pdf)

B. Freedom House: Freedom in the
World 2023. Tibet

The Chinese government has asserted its
intention to select the successor of the current
DalaiLama, whoturned 87inJuly 2022, and has
intervened into Tibetan tradition by appointing
their own Panchen Lama, a religious figure
who plays an important role in identifying the
reincarnation of the Dalai Lama, according to
Tibetan Buddhist rituals.
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(Source: https://freedomhouse.org/country/tibet/
freedom-world/2023)

C. American Enterprise Institute:
Michael Rubin, Senior Fellow.
(November 29, 2022)

American policymakers can repeatedly call
out and stigmatize those who subordinate the
purity of faith for the privilege of power and
rank. It should name, shame, and sanction
every member of the Buddhist Association
of China and make clear that accepting the
bribes Beijing offers is not a path to power
but rather to ridicule. The Buddhist bloc and
the free world cannot allow China any say in
recognition of the fifteenth Dalai Lama. A Dalai
Lama who acts as a rubber stamp for the
most murderous and anti-Buddhist regime in
recent centuries would be an affront to justice
and religion.

(Source: Rubin, Michael. Reject the CCP’s Effort to
Co-opt Buddhism. The National Interest. November
29, 2022. https://nationalinterest.org/feature/reject-
ccp%E2%80%99s-effort-co-opt-buddhism-205949

D. Human Rights Watch: Chinese
Authorities Double Down on Tibetan
Reincarnations. Communist

Party Aims to Control Dalai Lama

Selection. (December 15, 2021)

“Since 2007, Chinese authorities have imposed
regulations limiting the recognition of
reincarnate lamas, which include most of the
religious leaders in Tibetan Buddhism. These
provisions specify that reincarnations may
not be recognized without state approval and
must be born within China’s borders. High-
ranking incarnations must be selected using
the “Golden Urn,” an 18th century Chinese
lottery system that had scarcely been used by
Tibetans until 2007, when the party mandated
it as the only legal way to select top-ranking
lamas.”

(Source: https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/12/15/chinese-
authorities-double-down-tibetan-reincarnations

E. Observer Research Foundation
(India): Harsh Pant, Vice President -
Studies and Foreign Policy. (July 14,
2021)

The younger generation of Tibetans are
dissatisfied with India’s incoherent approach
while many in India question the utility of a
policy that doesn’t seem reciprocal at all. If in
the past India’s position was tied to the hope
that such a policy would result in a broader
normalization of Sino-Indian ties and an
eventualresolution ofthe border dispute, those
hopeshavebeenbeliedrepeatedly by Chinese
malevolent behavior. Deference to China has
turned out to be a useless proposition. It is
time that New Delhi follows up Modi’'s opening
with a policy response that challenges China
on its own turf, galvanizes the Tibetan spiritual
leadership on the question of succession and
mobilises global opinion on this issue.

(Source: Pant, Harsh. We Had a One China Policy

For Long. It’s Time For a Relook. Observer Research
Foundation. July 14, 2021.) https://www.orfonline.org/
research/we-had-a-one-china-policy-for-long-its-
time-for-a-relook

F. Takshashila Institution (India): Lt.
General Prakash Menon, Director,
Strategic Studies Programme. (June
1,2021)

China’s approach to politically appropriate
and impose a Dalai Lama must therefore be
condemned by India for it is an issue that has
universal connotations and not only limited
to the Tibetans. It is akin to an outside entity
unilaterally imposing the Pope on the Roman
Catholics without involving the Vatican. China
will weaponise succession

(Source: Menon, Prakash. US shifting its Tibet stance.
When will India end its silence? The Print. June 1, 2021.)
https://theprint.in/opinion/us-shifting-its-tibet-
stance-when-will-india-end-its-silence/669209/
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G. Center For Strategic &
International Studies (CSIS): Michael
Green, Senior Adviser and Henry A.
Kissinger Chair. (February 8, 2021)

China has said under its law, the reincarnated
Dalai Lama will be decided or approved by
Beijing, basically by the Chinese Communist
Party, which Marx must be rolling over in his
grave. There have been hints even from His
Holiness that the next Dalai Lama could be
discovered in India. Which would raise again
all these geopolitical questions. | spent two
summers ago in Mongolia. One of the biggest
concerns for the government there is the
reincarnation of the Dalai Lama in Mongolia,
which would be very popular among the
Mongolian people..So, it's a transnational
issue if you will. (Excerpt from a podcast
episode hosted by Michael Green)

(Source: Green Michael. A Game Winning Piece? The
Dalai Lama and Geopolitics of Tibet. The Asia Chess
Board. Podcast. February 8, 2021 https://www.csis.org/
podcasts/asia-chessboard/
game-winning-piece-dalai-lama-and-geopolitics-
tibet)

H. Center for Policy Research (India):
Brahma Chellaney, Professor
Emeritus. (January 13, 2021)

While the Tibetans pray for the long life of the
present Dalai Lama, Xi is waiting impatiently
for him to die so that he caninstall a puppet as
his successor, in the way China has captured
the Panchen Lama institution. To frustrate his
plan, India should tacitly help Tibetan exiles
find, appoint and protect his successor. The
Dalai Lama has said his “reincarnation will
appearinafree country,” which could meanin
India’s Tibetan-Buddhist Himalayan regions.

(Source: Chellaney, Brahma. Wake-up call on Tibet:
America’s Tibetlaw should spur New Delhito reclaim lost
leverage on China. Times of India. January 13, 2021.https://
timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/
wake-up-call-on-tibet-americas-tibet-law-should-
spur—new—delhi-to-reclaim—Iost—leverage—on—china/

I. Observer Research Foundation
(India): Manoj Josh, Distinguished
Fellow. (April 10, 2017)

The Chinese seem to realise that they
could never rule Tibet without the Dalai
Lama’s spiritual authority. Given the current
relationship between China and the Dalai
Lama,youcanbesurethattheDalaiLama,even
if he decides to “reincarnate”, will not choose
to do so in any Chinese controlled area. So, we
are likely to see a Dalai Lama selected by the
Chinese, who will have little respect among
the Tibetans, or possibly another one in an
area outside Chinese control, say, Mongolia
or India, who will not be able to exercise his
authority in Tibet, which explains the Chinese
anger whenever the Dalai Lama visits any of
these places.

This reincarnation issue is perhaps also the
reason why China has of late been insistently
pressingits claimto Tawang. Whatthe Chinese
worry about now is the prospect of a Dalai
Lamareincarnatingin Tawang andits environs
and establishing his spiritual authority over
the Tibetans.

(Source: Joshi, Manoj. Is the Dalai Lama’s ‘reincarnation’
in Arunachal Pradesh the real worry for the Chinese?
Observer Research Foundation. April 10, 2017. https://
www.orfonIine.org/research/is—the—dalai—lamas—
reincarnation-in-arunachal-pradesh-the-real-worry-
for-the-chinese

J. Amnesty International: Nicholas
Bequelin. Regional Director for
East Asia, Amnesty International.
(December 11, 2015)

“This living-Buddha database and the whole
policy toward reincarnation is clearly a
preemptive move bythegovernmenttocontrol
whathappens after this DalaiLama. They want
to get ahead of the issue and prepare the
ground for when the Dalai Lama dies.”

(Source: Beech, Hannah. China’s Database of ‘Living
Buddhas’Is the Latest Attempt to Control Tibetan
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Affairs. Time. December 11, 2015. https://time.
com/4145552/china-tibet-living-buddha-dalai-lama/

K. Council on Foreign Relations:
Daniel Markey, Adjunct Senior
Fellow. (November 18, 2015)

The Dalai Lama, who turned eighty in July 2015,
hasfurtherstokedChineseconcernsbypublicly
hinting that he could name his successor
before he dies and that his next incarnation
might live outside Tibet and beyond Beijing’s
control, where he could lead a new generation
of protests for Tibetan political autonomy.
One location often mentioned as a potential
birthplace for the next Dalai Lama is Tawang
in Arunachal Pradesh, home to an important
Buddhist monastery. That territory is held
by India but claimed by China as “Southern
Tibet,” making it a top potential flashpoint for
protests and the spillover of a China-India
crisis from the Tibetan dispute.

(Source: Markey, Daniel. Armed Confrontation
Between China and India. Contingency Planning
Memorandum No. 27. Council on Foreign Relations.
November 18, 2015. https://www.cfr.org/report/
armed-confrontation-between-china-and-india)

L. National Endowment for
Democracy: Carl Gershman Opinion
Piece for the Washington Post. (July
6, 2015)

With the Dalai Lama turning 80, a contest
is already developing over his succession.
In Tibetan Buddhism, reincarnation is a
fundamental tenet, and only the Dalai Lama
has the authority to choose whether and
through whom he will reincarnate. Yet Beijing
has already approved guidelines giving
the communist government control of the
process. This contest takes place against the
background of Chinese authorities having
kidnappedin1995the 6-year-oldboyidentified

by the Dalai Lama as the incarnation of the
Panchen Lama, the second most important
figure in Tibetan Buddhism, and replaced him
with another boy.

The fact that the Chinese-imposed Panchen
Lama continues to be categorically rejected
by Tibetans should indicate how inflammatory
it would be if Beijing tried to impose its choice
for the next Dalai Lama.

(Source: https://www.ned.org/
tibets-tough-road-ahead/)

M. Project 2049 Institute. Julia
Famularo. (January 30, 2012)

As a result of his seminal role and close
association with the Tibetan cause, what
happens after the Dalai Lama dies is a matter
of concern to not only the Tibet people and
Tibetan Buddhist practitioners, but also the
CCP.Chineseleaders have already attempted
to enshrine their preferred selection process
for the designation of high-level reincarnate
Tibetan Buddhist religious figures, including
the Panchen Lama and Dalai Lama lineages.
Beijing has also moved to place greater
pressure on India to withdraw its support for
the Tibetan exile administration, which it has
hostedinDharamsalasince1960.By examining
the selection process and analyzing how this
aspect of Chinese policy in Tibet affects its
relationship with the United States and Indiq,
one can gain a greater understanding of
Beijing’s potential strategy towards the future
of Tibetand how thisissue looms as a potential
source of instability in the region.

(Source: Spinning the Wheel: Policy Implications of
the Dalai Lama’s Reincarnation. Project 2049 Institute.
January 30, 2012 https://project2049.net/2011/01/30/
spinning-the-wheel-policy-implications-of-the-
dalai-lamas-reincarnation/)
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Xlll. Statements by
International Tibet
Groups

A. International Campaign for Tibet
[United States]. (December 13, 2023)

ItisthefirmbeliefofthelnternationalCampaign
for Tibet that the institution of the Dalai Lama
continues to lead the Tibetan people to a
meaningful resolution of their issue and more
importantlyforthepreservationandpromotion
of the Tibetan Buddhist culture and tradition.
Tibetans and practitioners of Tibetan spiritual
traditions strongly support the continuation of
the institution of the Dalai Lama.

(Source: www.savetibet.org Also, in Annex)

B. Tibet Initiative Deutschland:
Kelsang Gyaltsen. Advisory Board
Member. (August 23, 2023)

Who chooses the next Dalai Lama is primarily
a religious question. Therefore, the Tibetan
religious institutions and authorities are
responsible for this. The Chinese communist
leadership insists that it wants to determine
the reincarnation of the Dalai Lama. This is
pure power politics and another sign of the
disrespect and disregard it shows for the
religious traditions, norms and values of
Tibetan Buddhism. We must also see it in the
context of the policy that Beijing has been
pursuing for decades: the Sinicization of
Tibetan culture.

(Source: www.tibet-initiative.de)

C. Japan Tibet Support Groups.
Resolution. (February 13, 2023)

We, the representatives and members of the
Japan Tibet Support Group, hereby announce
that on this day, February 12 , 2023, we have
resolved to make the following statement:

The Chinese Communist Party leadership
must stop human rights violations in Tibet and

allow Tibetans to exercise their fundamental
human rights.

The Chinese Communist Party leadership
must stop the forced brainwashing of Tibetan
children under the pretext of educating
them in boarding schools under communist
conditions.

The Chinese Communist Party leadership
should implement the Ethnic Minority Law and
allow ethnic minorities full freedom to use and
preserve their own languages.

The Chinese Communist Party leadership,
which does not believe in religion, must stop
interfering with the religion of the Tibetan
people and claiming the right to choose the
reincarnation of Tibetan senior monks and the
Dalai Lama .

We, the representatives and members of the
Japan Tibet Support Group (Tibet Support
Group), will never recognize the lamas and
Dalai Lamas appointed by the Chinese
Communist Party leadership.

(Source: www.tibethouse.jp)

D. Free Tibet [United Kingdom]
(2023)

In defiance of the deeply held wishes of the
Tibetan people, China’s government plans to
appoint its own candidate as the next Dalai
Lama. The role has historically been filled by
identifying the reincarnation of the previous
Dalai Lama after his death. The current 14th
Dalai Lama has made clear that no Chinese
appointed Dalai Lama will be the legitimate
leader of Tibetan Buddhism.

Chinaalready punishesTibetansfor practicing
their religion as they choose. Its aim is to
force a puppet Dalai Lama on Tibetans to
neutralise Tibetan Buddhism'’s independence
and cement its hold on Tibet. It also hopes to
undermine worldwide support for the Tibetan
cause. Interfering in the selection of the Dalai
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Lama is a political act, a profound insult to the
Tibetan people’s culture, desires and beliefs
and a gross abuse of their religious freedom.
It is vital that China understands that its plan
will fail.

(Source: www.freetibet.org)

E. International Campaign for Tibet
[United States]: Bhuchung Tsering,
Interim President. (December 14,
2022)

In recent years, particularly following the
assumption of office by President Xi Jinping,
the Chinese government’s policy on Tibetan
religion has moved from total destruction of
Tibetan religious institutions and systems to
one of insidious control in an attempt to serve
its own political objectives, which includes
Sinicizing Tibetan Buddhism and co-opting
the right to determine Tibetan Buddhists’ own
leaders and modes of practice.

Since China has not been able to place the
present Dalai Lama under its control, its
transparent plan is to ensure the next will
be subservient to the Communist Party of
China. Not only do the Chinese government'’s
claims completely disregard centuries-old
Tibetan religious tradition; they also violate
the universal principle of religious freedom.

By attempting to select the next Dalai Lama,
the Chinese government also aims to extend
its control over Tibetan Buddhism with clear
geopolitical implications even on many
Tibetan Buddhist institutions in the Indian
subcontinent, Mongolia and other parts of
the world where there are followers. If not
challenged vigorously by free countries, this
decision would affect the religious freedom,
not only of Tibetans, but also of millions of
followers of Tibetan Buddhism worldwide.

(Source: www.savetibet.org)

F. International Tibet Network
[United States]. (October 4, 2022)

Beijing’s struggle to appropriate and control
the reincarnation system strikes at the heart
of Tibetan religious identity. Reincarnation is
central to Tibetan Buddhist belief and practice
rooted in the concept of the cycle of birth,
death, and rebirth.

China’s ‘Sinicization’ of Tibetan Buddhism and
its interference in the reincarnation system
has far-reaching implications and seeks to
finally break and reshape Tibetan identity.
Sinicized Tibetan Buddhism aims to break the
deep connection of Tibetan people with the
Dalai Lama and involves a dystopian system
of high-tech surveillonce and policing of
monasteries and nunneries.

(Source: www.tibetnetwork.org)

G. Joint Report of the Tibet Advocacy
Coalition and Free Tibet Submitted
to The UN Special Rapporteur on
Freedom Of Religion or Belief [United
States]. (July 11, 2022)

China’s strategy to exert control over Tibetan
Buddhist reincarnation includes an insistence
that it is the prerogative of China to recognise
the next Dalai Lama, and is designed to
target not only Tibetans but also the broader
international community, as a means to
secure authority in occupied Tibet, and build
influence and dominance across the Tibetan
Buddhist world.

Tibet Advocacy Codlition and Free Tibet
encourages the Special Rapporteur on
Freedom of Religion or Belief to make the
following recommendations to the Chinese
authorities:

® Affirm support for the 14th Dalai Lama as
the legitimate authority on his succession;

® Oppose any effort by the Government of
the People’s Republic of China to select
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and appoint Tibetan Buddhist religious
leaders, including any future Dalai Lama,
by adopting national legislation;

® /mmediately repeal the Religious Affairs
Regulations of 2017, including Article 36
which requires that the succession of living
Buddhas in Tibetan Buddhism is approved
by the Chinese Communist Party;

® /mmediately repeal the “Measures on
the Management of the Reincarnation
of Living Buddhas in Tibetan Buddhism”
which violate international human rights
law and standards, including by requiring
Chinese state approval for Tibetan
Buddhist reincarnations, and declaring any
recognition outside the PRC as illegal in an
effort invalidate reincarnation lineages;

® Provide proof of the whereabouts and
well-being of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima,
the Ilth Panchen Lama of Tibet, and call
for an independent monitor to be given
immediate access to corroborate his
situation and the extent to which he is able
to enjoy and exercise his rights.

(Source: www.ohchr.org)

H. 8th World Parliamentary
Convention on Tibet. Washington,
DC [United States] (June 22-23, 2022)

Declaration: The participants call on
parliaments to take coordinated action to
affirm and endorse the exclusive right of the
Dalai Lama and the Gaden Phodrang, the
Tibetan people, and the Tibetan Buddhist
community to select and appoint the
incarnation of the next Dalai Lama and other
senior Lamas and firmly reject the PRC's
declared intention to do so as a violation of
religious freedom.

(Source: www.tibetanparliament.org)

I. Australia Tibet Council. (2022)

The Australian Government makes a strong
commitment to protect the office of the Dalai
Lama and the religious rights and freedoms of
the Tibetan people by adopting the policy that
the succession of Tibetan Buddhist leaders,
including the succession of the Dalai Lama, be
left solely to Tibetan Buddhists to decide,
without interference from the Chinese
Government.

(Recommendation to the Australian government
Source: atc.org)

J. Tibetan Youth Congress [India].
(2022)

In our increasingly interconnected world, the
teachings and principles of His Holiness the
14th Dalai Lama possess the potential to
transcend cultural and religious boundaries,
fostering dialogue, understanding, and
harmony. The institution’s influence extends
far beyond Tibet, reaching individuals from
diverse backgrounds seeking guidance, inner
transformation, and a deeper sense of
purpose. All members of the Tibetan Youth
Congress unanimously agreed and expressed
the wish that His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama
will continue to guide and bless Tibetans and
individuals of other faiths globally. The Chinese
have no legal or religious rights to interfere in
recognizing the next Dalai Lama. The sole
authority in recognizing the 15th Dalai Lama
rests with His Holiness the Dalai Lama and his
institution.

(Above is a statement from TYC’s Conference
on the Relevance and Significance of the Dalai
Lama Institution held in Dharamshala from
24-25 August, 2022.

Source: Statement was provided by TYC www.
tibetanyouthcongress.org)
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K. 8th International Conference of
Tibet Support Groups, Dharamshailaq,
India. (November 3-5, 2019)

Declaration: Supporting the decision of the 3rd
Special General Meeting of the Tibetans in
Dharamsala in October, we insist that all
decisions regarding the reincarnation of the
14th Dalai Lama are the exclusive responsibility
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and his Gaden
PhodrangTrust.Anyinterferenceinthisprocess
by the PRC authorities and any attempt at
selecting or appointing a Dalai Lama by the
Chinese government will have no legitimacy
and should be condemned and subjected to
sanctions by the international community.”

(Source: www.tibet.net Also, in Annex)

L. The Riga Declaration by 7th World
Parliamentary Convention on Tibet,
Riga, Latvia. (May 10, 2019)

We, the delegations to the 7th World
Parliamentarians’ Convention on Tibet
meeting in Riga, Latvia, from 7-10 May 2019;

Appreciating the strong participation from
countries all over the world at the Convention,

WE THEREFORE:

Affirm that the Buddhist practice of identifying
and recognising the reincarnation of Dalai
Lamas and Tulkus is a religious matter that
should not be subject to external political
interference by the government of the PRC.

(Source: www.tibetanparliament.org Also, in Annex)

M. Tibet Fund [United States] (May
2019)

At present, since China continues its relentless
campaigntosabotageanderodeHisHoliness's
international standing, the institution and
the reincarnation process could become

vulnerable to manipulation and external

political control.
(Source: www.tibetfund.org)

N. Students for a Free Tibet [United
States]. (April 25, 2019)

The abduction of the Panchen Lama provides
a preview of China’s plan to interfere in the

eventual reincarnation of the Dalai Lama.
(Source: www.studentsforafreetibet.org)

O. Tibetan Women'’s Association

[India]. (March 16, 2016)

The Chinese government recently launched
an online database of legal living Buddha's
whichtheysayistocounterfakelivingBuddha's
that were using donations to support pro -
independence activities in Tibet. The Tibetan
Women’s Association strongly opposes the
Chinese plan to mislead the world Buddhist
population and will not accept the list as it
does not feature the name of Tibetan spiritual
leader, His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Moreover,
the Communist Chinese does not believe in
religion and according to them, religion is
poison. Therefore, the Chinese have neither
the legitimacy nor credibility in the spiritual

matters of Tibet.
(Source: www.tibetanwomen.org)

XIV. Statement by
Chinese Organizations
and Scholars

A. Joint Statement of Canada-based
Chinese Organizations, Toronto,
Canada. (December 2, 2019)

His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s great wisdom
and compassion have won the recognition
and respect of the entire world. His Middle
Way policy has gained more and more
understanding and support of Chinese from
mainland China and overseas. Recently, the
CCP stepped up efforts to interfere with the
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reincarnation of His Holiness and stated that
his reincarnation must be certified by them.
The CCP’s statement was not only met with
resolute resistance from the Tibetans but
also caused great anxiety and opposition
in the Chinese world. Taking the opportunity
of Sino-Tibet Dialogue event, Canadian
Chinese organizations issued a statement
and appealed to Chinese around the world to
support:

® ThereincarnationoftheDalailamais purely
a religious right of Tibetans and decision
rights of His Holiness himself. The Chinese
authorities have no right to interfere.

® The CCP, as an atheist and an entity
advocating violence since occupying Tibet
in 1959, has continued to suppress and
persecute Tibetans. Destruction of Tibetan
culture history, religious belief, Language,
lifestyle, and environment has been carried
out relentlessly. The CCP must stop all these
practices.

® The relations between Tibetans and Han
Chinese have a long history. The CCP
continue to destroy and intensify ethnic
issues and has a long term plan of creating
the ethnic issue. We respect and support
the Dalai Lama’s efforts to promote the
development of Tibetan-Chinese relations.
As His Holiness said: Although the official
dialogue with the Chinese government
stagnates, the dialogue between Tibetan
and Chinese people is increasing.

® We respect and support the “Middle Way”
proposed by His Holiness the Dalai Lama.
The future direction and positioning of Tibet
should be determined by the Tibetans.

The above joint statement was supported
by: Human Rights Watch in China, China
Democratic Party Canadian committee,
Canadian Hong Kong Link, New Hong Kong

Cultural Club, Canadian Alliance supports
Hong Kong (Preparatory Committee), Canada
based Federation for a Democratic Chinag,
Movement for Democracy in China (Calgary),
Vancouver Society of Freedom, Democracy &
Human Rights for China, The Alliance of Guard
of Canadian Values, and Canadian Coalition
Against Communism

(The above is an English translation of the
original statement in Chinese)

(Source: tibet.net)

B. Joint Statement of New York
Sino -Tibet Dialogue - 2019. US.
(December 24, 2019)

1. The reincarnation of the Dalai Lama is
purely a Tibetan religious affair and the
Dalai Lama himself has the sole legitimate
authority on it, and the CCP has no right to
interfere. Throughout the history of Tibetan
Buddhism, the tradition of Lamas to choose
their successor has existed. The Dalai Lama is
fully entitled to designate his own successor.
During the Qing dynasty, Manchu emperors
interfered in the reincarnation of the Dalai
Lama by means of the Golden Urn. The only
exception, the 1ith Dalai Lama went through
the Golden Urn process but subsequent Dalai
Lamas were recognized as reincarnations
through rituals of Tibetan Buddhism and
have not subscribed to the Golden Urn rule.
The 14th Dalai Lama was similarly determined
without going through the Golden Urn rule. As
the Dalai Lama previously stated, “The CCP is
an atheist who criticizes religions, especially
treating Buddhism as a sign of ignorance,
backwardness, and has always accused me
of being a devil. It is reasonable if they say ‘no’
toallowingthedeviltoreincarnate, butnowthe
CCP is clamoring to get reincarnation of the
devil for themselves.” It's out of the question,
ridiculously illogical. The CCP is attempting
to appoint reincarnation by meddling with
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His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s authority in this
matter. This is a brutal violation of the rights of
Tibetan Buddhists within Tibet and all around
the world. It is illegal and invalid.

(Source: www.tibet.net)

XV. Statements by PRC
Government and The
Chinese Communist
Party (CCP)

A. State Council Information Office.
White Paper on Tibet. CPC Policies on
the Governance of Xizang in the New
Era: Approach and Achievements.
(November 2023)

Reincarnation of living Buddhas is a practice
recognized and respected by the government
atalllevels.In 2007, the State-Issued Measures
on the Management of the Reincarnation of
LivingBuddhasof TibetanBuddhismstipulated
the principles that should be followed, the
conditions that should be met, and the
application and approval procedures that
should be implemented. It also specified that
reincarnatedTibetanlivingBuddhas,including
DalaiLamas and Panchen Rinpoches, must be
looked for within the country, decided through
the practice of lot-drawing from the golden
urn, and receive approval from the central
government. The reincarnation of living
Buddhas has been carried out in an orderly
manner ever since. In 2016, an online system
has been launched to help obtain information
about living Buddhas. By the end of 2022, 93
newly reincarnated living Buddhas have been
approved and recognized.

(Source: www.english.scio.gov.cn)

B. Statement by Wang Wenbin,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson. (April 26, 2022)

“We firmly oppose the US interfering in China'’s
internal affairs under the guise of so-called
“religious freedom” and Tibet-related issues.
The Chinese government pursues a policy of
freedom of religious belief, which of course
also includes respecting and protecting the
reincarnation of living Buddhas in Tibetan
Buddhism. Regarding the reincarnation
of great living Buddhas such as the Dalai
Lama and the Panchen Lama, complete
methods and procedures have been formed
over hundreds of years, which need to be
customized according to history, religious
rituals, and abide by China’s national laws.”

(Source: www.mfa.gov.cn)

C. The Permanent Mission of the
PRC to the UN at Geneva. Response
Letter to the High Commissioner for
Human Rights. (July 8, 2020)

The Chinese Government pursues a policy
of freedom of religion and belief; the Tibetan
people’s freedom of religion and belief is fully
guaranteed, of course including respect for
and the maintenance of the Tibetan Buddhist
tradition of the reincarnation of the living
Buddha. The lineage of the living Buddha,
the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama, was
formed and developed in Tibet, China. Their
religiousstatusandtitleswerealsoestablished
by the central Government. The reincarnation
of the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama is by
nature an internal affair of China and there is
no room here for any foreign meddling.

(Source: PRC Response to UNHCR Letter Also, in Annex)

(The above excerpt is from a July 8, 2024
letter from the Chinese mission in Geneva
responding to a June 2, 2024 letter from the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights)
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D. Statement by Zhu Weiqun,

Head of the Ethnic and Religious
Affairs Committee of the National
Commiittee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference.
(December 3, 2015)

The reincarnation of the Dalai Lama has to
be endorsed by the central government, not

by any other side, including the Dalai Lama
himself.”

The 14th Dalai Lama’s attempt to end the
reincarnation system is meant to mislead the
central government and the public in order to
retain the title within the clique and serve their
separatist purposes.

(Source: www.m.tibet.cn)

E. Statement by Champa Phuntsok,
Chairman of the Tibet Autonomous
Region. (March 12, 2009)

Thereincarnation of the Dalai Lama, like that of
any GrandLivingBuddha, mustfollow historical
conventions and required religious rituals,
and, more importantly among the traditions,
approval from the central government.

Ifthe DalaiLamadoesnotfollowthe convention
for political or other purposes, | believe his
reincarnation would not be acknowledged
by religious people in Tibet, and the central
government will never approve it.

(Source: www.china.org.cn)

F. Measures on The Management

of The Reincarnation Of Living
Buddhas In Tibetan Buddhism. State
Administration for Religious Affairs.
(July 19, 2007)

The following is a translation prepared by the

International Campaign for Tibet (ICT). The
Chinese text is available in the annex

State Religious Affairs Bureau Order

Order No. Five

These “Management measures for the
reincarnation of living Buddhas in Tibetan
Buddhism” were passed at the administrative
affairs conference of the State Administration
of Religious Affairs on July 13, 2007, and will be
implemented on September 1, 2007.

Bureau Director, Ye Xiaowen
July 18, 2007

Article 1:

These measures have been formulated
in accordance with the “Regulations on
Religious Affairs” in order to guarantee
citizens' freedom of religious belief, to respect
Tibetan Buddhism’s practice of inheriting
living Buddha positions, and to regulate the
management of living Buddha reincarnation
affairs.

Article 2:

Reincarnating living Buddhas should respect
and protect the principles of the unification of
the state, protecting the unity of the minorities,
protecting religious concord and social
harmony, and protecting the normal order of
Tibetan Buddhism.

Reincarnating  living  Buddhas  should
respect the religious rituals and historically
established systems of Tibetan Buddhism, but
may not re-establish feudal privileges which
have already been abolished.

Reincarnating living Buddhas shall not be
interfered with or be under the dominion of
any foreign organization or individual.

Article 3:

Reincarnating living Buddhas should have the
following conditions:

® A majority of local religious believers and
the monastery management organization
must request the reincarnation;
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® The inheritance lineage should be real and
have continued to the present day;

® ThemonasteryapplyingforthelivingBuddha
reincarnation must be the monastery at
which the living Buddha monk is registered,
it must be registered as a Tibetan Buddhist
place of religious activity, and it must have
the ability to train and raise living Buddhas.

Article 4:

Applicants to be reincarnating living Buddhas
who have any of the following conditions may
not be reincarnated:

® Reincarnations which are not regulated by
the religious doctrine of Tibetan Buddhism;

® Those in city-level people’s governments
and above with delineated districts, which
ordered no reincarnations to be permitted.

Article 5:

Reincarnating living Buddhas should carry
out application and approval procedures.
The application and approval procedure
is: the management organization at the
monastery applying for the living Buddha
reincarnation where the monk is registered,
or the local Buddhist Association, should
submit applications for reincarnations to the
local religious affairs departments at the level
of people’s government above county-level;
once the people’s government above county-
level has made suggestions, the people’s
government religious affairs department
reports upwards, and examination and
approval shall be made by the provincial or
autonomous regional people’s government
religious affairs department. Living Buddha
reincarnations who have a relatively large
impact shall be reported to the provincial or
autonomous regional people’s government
for approval; those with a great impact shall
be reported to the State Administration for
Religious Affairs for approval, those with a
particularly great impact shall be reported to
the State Council for approval.

Verification and authorization of the living
Buddha application should solicit the opinions
of the corresponding Buddhist Association.

Article 6:

When there is debate over the size of a
living Buddha's impact, the China Buddhist
Association shall officiate, and report to the
State Administration of Religious Affairs to be
put on the record.

Article 7:

Once an application for a living Buddha's
reincarnation has received approval,
depending on the size of the living Buddha'’s
impact, the corresponding Buddhist
Association shall establish a reincarnation
guidanceteam;themanagementorganization
at the monastery where the living Buddha is
registered, or the corresponding Buddhist
Association, shall establish a search team
to look for the reincarnate soul child, and
search affairs shall be carried out under the
leadership of the guidance team.

The reincarnate soul child shall be recognized
by the provincial or autonomous regional
Buddhist Association or the China Buddhist
Association in accordance with religious
rituals and historically established systems.

No group or individual may without
authorization carry out any activities related
to searching for or recognizing reincarnating
living Buddha soul children.

Article 8:

Living Buddhas which have historically been
recognized by drawing lots from the golden
urn shall have their reincarnating soul children
recognized by drawing lots from the golden
urn.

Requests not to use drawing lots from the
golden urn shall be reported by the provincial
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orautonomous regional people’s government
religious affairs departments to the State
Administration of Religious Affairs for approval;
cases with a particularly large impact shall be
reported to the State Council for approval.

Article 9:

Once a reincarnating living Buddha soul child
has been recognized, it shall be reported the
provincial or autonomous regional people’s
government religious affairs department for
approval; those with a great impact shall
be reported to the State Administration for
Religious Affairs for approval, those with a
particularly great impact shall be reported to
the State Council for approval.

Reincarnating living Buddhas who have been
approved by the provincial or autonomous
regional people’s government religious affairs
departments or by the autonomous regional
people’s government shall be reported to the
State Administration of Religious Affairs to be
put on record.

Article 10:

When the reincarnating living Buddha is
installed, a representative of the approving
authority shall read out the documents of
approval, and the corresponding Buddhist
Association shallissue a living Buddha permit.

Living Buddha permits shall uniformly be
issued by the China Buddhist Association
and reported to the State Administration of
Religious Affairs to be put on record.

Article 11:

Persons and units who are responsible for
being in contravention of these measures
and who without authority carry out living
Buddha reincarnation affairs, shall be dealt
administrative sanction by the people’s
government religious affairs departments
in accordance with stipulations in the
“Regulations on Religious Affairs”; when
a crime has been constituted, criminal
responsibility shall be pursued.

Article 12:

When the reincarnating living Buddha has
been installed the management organization
at the monastery where he is registered shall
formulate a training plan, recommend a
scripture teacher, and submit the plan to the
local Buddhist Association, which shall report
upward to the provincial or autonomous
regional people’s government religious affairs
department for approval.

Article 13:

Provinces and autonomous regions which
are involved in affairs of reincarnating living
Buddhas may formulate and implement
detailed measures in accordance these
measures, and report them to the State
Administration of Religious Affairs to be put
on record.

Article 14:

These measures shall be implemented from
September 1, 2007.

(Source: www.cecc.gov Also, in Annex)
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XVIII. Annex

A. List of Dalai Lamas

. q Year of Age at
Birth Place of Birth
[p1-Teldy} Death
Ist Dalai Tsang, Central Born to a nomadic family. Title was given posthumously.
Lama Gedun brupa 1391 Tibet 1474 84 Founded the Tashi Lhunpo monastery in 1447.
2nd Dalai Gedun Gyatso 1475 Tsang, Central 1542 67 Borntoa fc'ther who was a yvell—knovyn tantric practiction-
Lama Tibet er of the Nyingma school. Title was given posthumously.
Born to a wealthy family. Received the title from the Mon-
3rd Dala _ golian king Altan Khan. The first Dalai Lama to be called
Lama Sonam Gyatso 1543 Tolung, Near thasa 1588 44-45 by that title in his lifetime. Founded Kumbum, Lithang and
Namgyal monasteries.
4th Dalai Born to a Mongol tribal chief and a grandson of Altan Khan.
Yonten Gyatso 1589 Mongolia 1617 27-28 Came to Tibet only in 1601 at the age of 12. First
Lama g } .
non-Tibetan recognised as the Dalai Lama
Born to a noble family. Known as “The Great Fifth.” Started
5th Dalai Ngawangd Lob- Tsang, Central the construction of the Potala Palace. Visited China
Lama sc?n P gtso 1617 Tibetg' 1682 64-65 in 1649. Was the first Dalai Lama to assume political rule of
g ey Tibet. Desi Sangya Gyatso kept the death of the 5th
Dalai Lama a secret for almost 15 years.
Enthroned in 1697. His identity was kept a secret until 1697.
6th Dalai Tsangyang . _ Renounced monastic life. Composed songs and
Lama Gyatso (o8 e e} el e 22a2s poems. He was invited to visit China in 1706, but died on
the way.
7th Dalai Kelsang ) B Enthroned in 1720. He established the Kashag (cabinet of
Lama Gyatso 1708 Lithang, Kham 1787 48-49 Tibetan government) and abolished the post of Desi
8th Dalai e Enthroned in 1762. He built the Norbulingka Park and Pal-
P 1758 Tsang, SW Tibet 1804 45-46 ace. In 1790, the Gurkhas of Nepal invaded Southern
Lama Gyatso a a .
Tibet and were driven out in 1791.
9th Dalai Lungtok Enthroned in 1810. The only Dalai Lama to die in childhood.
9 1805 Kham 1815 9 His reincarnated successor would not be recognized
Lama Gyatso f ;
or eight years.
Lsisallete L TEE LS 1816 Lithan, Kham 1837 22 Enthroned in 1822. Died at the age of 22.
Lama Gyatso
Enthroned in 1842. Born in the same village as the 7th Dalai
1ith Dalai Khedrup . Lama. Enthroned in 1842. Died at the age of 18.
Lama Gyatso 1838 Minyak, Kham 1856 18 Nepalese-Tibetan war erupted (1855-56) and ended with
the Treaty of Thapathali.
12th Dalai q ; 5 " .
laTis Trinley Gyatso 1856 Lhoka, Utsang 1875 20 Enthroned in 1860. Died before his 20th birthday.
Enthroned in 1879. Went into exile to Mongolia in 1904 to
13th Dalai Thubten escape the British invasion. Returned in 1909. Went into
Lama Gyatso 1876 LangdunUtsang 1933 58 exile to India in 1910 to escape the Chinese invasion. Re-
turned in 1913 and declared independence for Tibet.
Enthroned in 1940. Went into exile to India in 1959 to escape
the Chinese invasion. He transferred his political
14th Dalai responsibilities to an elected leadership on March 14, 2011
6T Tenzin Gyatso 1935 Amdo, NE Tibet and gave up his role as the political leader of the
Tibetan people. He has traveled to more than 50 countries
including 9 visits to Mongolia, 8 visits to Arunachal
Pradesh and 23 to Ladakh.
Notes:

1. Sources: a) dalailama.com. b) Treasuryoflives.org.

2. According to the 10th Panchen Lama, the seventh Dalai Lama was born before the death of the sixth Dalai Lama. He stated premature
and belated birth of reincarnation is possible in Buddhism and explained realized being can manifest himself in many forms at the
same time. (Source: Isabel Hilton, The Search for the Panchen Lama. p. 282)
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Statement of His Holiness the Fourteenth Dalai Lama,
Tenzin Gyatso, on the Issue of His Reincarnation

September 24, 2011

(Translated from the Tibetan)
Introduction

My fellow Tibetans, both in and outside Tibet, all those who follow the Tibetan Buddhist tradition, and everyone
who has a connection to Tibet and Tibetans: due to the foresight of our ancient kings, ministers and scholar-
adepts, the complete teaching of the Buddha, comprising the scriptural and experiential teachings of the Three
Vehicles and the Four Sets of Tantra and their related subjects and disciplines flourished widely in the Land of
Snow. Tibet has served as a source of Buddhist and related cultural traditions for the world. In particular, it has
contributed significantly to the happiness of countless beings in Asia, including those in China, Tibet and
Mongolia.

In the course of upholding the Buddhist tradition in Tibet, we evolved a unique Tibetan tradition of recognizing
the reincarnations of scholar-adepts that has been of immense help to both the Dharma and sentient beings,
particularly to the monastic community.

Since the omniscient Gedun Gyatso was recognized and confirmed as the reincarnation of Gedun Drub in the
fifteenth century and the Gaden Phodrang Labrang (the Dalai Lama’s institution) was established, successive
reincarnations have been recognized. The third in the line, Sonam Gyatso, was given the title of the Dalai Lama.
The Fifth Dalai Lama, Ngawang Lobsang Gyatso, established the Gaden Phodrang Government in 1642,
becoming the spiritual and political head of Tibet. For more than 600 years since Gedun Drub, a series of
unmistaken reincarnations has been recognised in the lineage of the Dalai Lama.

The Dalai Lamas have functioned as both the political and spiritual leaders of Tibet for 369 years since 1642. |
have now voluntarily brought this to an end, proud and satisfied that we can pursue the kind of democratic
system of government flourishing elsewhere in the world. In fact, as far back as 1969, | made clear that
concerned people should decide whether the Dalai Lama’s reincarnations should continue in the future.
However, in the absence of clear guidelines, should the concerned public express a strong wish for the Dalai
Lamas to continue, there is an obvious risk of vested political interests misusing the reincarnation system to
fulfil their own political agenda. Therefore, while | remain physically and mentally fit, it seems important to me
that we draw up clear guidelines to recognise the next Dalai Lama, so that there is no room for doubt or
deception. For these guidelines to be fully comprehensible, it is essential to understand the system of Tulku
recognition and the basic concepts behind it. Therefore, | shall briefly explain them below.

Past and future lives

In order to accept reincarnation or the reality of Tulkus, we need to accept the existence of past and future
lives. Sentient beings come to this present life from their previous lives and take rebirth again after death. This
kind of continuous rebirth is accepted by all the ancient Indian spiritual traditions and schools of philosophy,
except the Charvakas, who were a materialist movement. Some modern thinkers deny past and future lives on
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the premise that we cannot see them. Others do not draw such clear cut conclusions on this basis.

Although many religious traditions accept rebirth, they differ in their views of what it is that is reborn, how it is
reborn, and how it passes through the transitional period between two lives. Some religious traditions accept
the prospect of future life, but reject the idea of past lives.

Generally, Buddhists believe that there is no beginning to birth and that once we achieve liberation from the
cycle of existence by overcoming our karma and destructive emotions, we will not be reborn under the sway of
these conditions. Therefore, Buddhists believe that there is an end to being reborn as a result of karma and
destructive emotions, but most Buddhist philosophical schools do not accept that the mind-stream comes to
an end. To reject past and future rebirth would contradict the Buddhist concept of the ground, path and result,
which must be explained on the basis of the disciplined or undisciplined mind. If we accept this argument,
logically, we would also have to accept that the world and its inhabitants come about without causes and
conditions. Therefore, as long as you are a Buddhist, it is necessary to accept past and future rebirth.

For those who remember their past lives, rebirth is a clear experience. However, most ordinary beings forget
their past lives as they go through the process of death, intermediate state and rebirth. As past and future
rebirths are slightly obscure to them, we need to use evidence-based logic to prove past and future rebirths to
them.

There are many different logical arguments given in the words of the Buddha and subsequent commentaries to
prove the existence of past and future lives. In brief, they come down to four points: the logic that things are
preceded by things of a similar type, the logic that things are preceded by a substantial cause, the logic that the
mind has gained familiarity with things in the past, and the logic of having gained experience of things in the
past.

Ultimately all these arguments are based on the idea that the nature of the mind, its clarity and awareness, must
have clarity and awareness as its substantial cause. It cannot have any other entity such as an inanimate object
as its substantial cause. This is self-evident. Through logical analysis we infer that a new stream of clarity and
awareness cannot come about without causes or from unrelated causes. While we observe that mind cannot
be produced in a laboratory, we also infer that nothing can eliminate the continuity of subtle clarity and
awareness.

As far as | know, no modern psychologist, physicist, or neuroscientist has been able to observe or predict the
production of mind either from matter or without cause.

There are people who can remember their immediate past life or even many past lives, as well as being able to
recognise places and relatives from those lives. This is not just something that happened in the past. Even
today there are many people in the East and West, who can recall incidents and experiences from their past
lives. Denying this is not an honest and impartial way of doing research, because it runs counter to this
evidence. The Tibetan system of recognising reincarnations is an authentic mode of investigation based on
people’s recollection of their past lives.

How rebirth takes place

There are two ways in which someone can take rebirth after death: rebirth under the sway of karma and
destructive emotions and rebirth through the power of compassion and prayer. Regarding the first, due to
ignorance negative and positive karma are created and their imprints remain on the consciousness. These are
reactivated through craving and grasping, propelling us into the next life. We then take rebirth involuntarily in
higher or lower realms. This is the way ordinary beings circle incessantly through existence like the turning of a
wheel. Even under such circumstances ordinary beings can engage diligently with a positive aspiration in
virtuous practices in their day-to-day lives. They familiarise themselves with virtue that at the time of death can
be reactivated providing the means for them to take rebirth in a higher realm of existence. On the other hand,
superior Bodhisattvas, who have attained the path of seeing, are not reborn through the force of their karma
and destructive emotions, but due to the power of their compassion for sentient beings and based on their
prayers to benefit others. They are able to choose their place and time of birth as well as their future parents.
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Such a rebirth, which is solely for the benefit of others, is rebirth through the force of compassion and prayer.
The meaning of Tulku

It seems the Tibetan custom of applying the epithet ‘Tulku’ (Buddha’s Emanation Body) to recognized
reincarnations began when devotees used it as an honorary title, but it has since become a common
expression. In general, the term Tulku refers to a particular aspect of the Buddha, one of the three or four
described in the Sutra Vehicle. According to this explanation of these aspects of the Buddha, a person who is
totally bound by destructive emotions and karma has the potential to achieve the Truth Body (Dharmakaya),
comprising the Wisdom Truth Body and Nature Truth Body. The former refers to the enlightened mind of a
Buddha, which sees everything directly and precisely, as it is, in an instant. It has been cleared of all destructive
emotions, as well as their imprints, through the accumulation of merit and wisdom over a long period of time.
The latter, the Nature Truth Body, refers to the empty nature of that all-knowing enlightened mind. These two
together are aspects of the Buddhas for themselves. However, as they are not directly accessible to others, but
only amongst the Buddhas themselves, it is imperative that the Buddhas manifest in physical forms that are
accessible to sentient beings in order to help them. Hence, the ultimate physical aspect of a Buddha is the
Body of Complete Enjoyment (Sambhogakaya), which is accessible to superior Bodhisattvas, and has five
definite qualifications such as residing in the Akanishta Heaven. And from the Body of Complete Enjoyment are
manifested the myriad Emanation Bodies or Tulkus (Nirmanakaya), of the Buddhas, which appear as gods or
humans and are accessible even to ordinary beings. These two physical aspects of the Buddha are termed
Form Bodies, which are meant for others.

The Emanation Body is three-fold: a) the Supreme Emanation Body like Shakyamuni Buddha, the historical
Buddha, who manifested the twelve deeds of a Buddha such as being born in the place he chose and so forth;
b) the Artistic Emanation Body which serves others by appearing as craftsmen, artists and so on; and c) the
Incarnate Emanation Body, according to which Buddhas appear in various forms such as human beings,
deities, rivers, bridges, medicinal plants, and trees to help sentient beings. Of these three types of Emanation
Body, the reincarnations of spiritual masters recognized and known as ‘Tulkus’ in Tibet come under the third
category. Among these Tulkus there may be many who are truly qualified Incarnate Emanation Bodies of the
Buddhas, but this does not necessarily apply to all of them. Amongst the Tulkus of Tibet there may be those
who are reincarnations of superior Bodhisattvas, Bodhisattvas on the paths of accumulation and preparation,
as well as masters who are evidently yet to enter these Bodhisattva paths. Therefore, the title of Tulku is given
to reincarnate Lamas either on the grounds of their resembling enlightened beings or through their connection
to certain qualities of enlightened beings.

As Jamyang Khyentse Wangpo said:

“Reincarnation is what happens when someone takes rebirth after the predecessor’s passing away; emanation
is when manifestations take place without the source’s passing away.”

Recognition of Reincarnations

The practice of recognizing who is who by identifying someone’s previous life occurred even when Shakyamuni
Buddha himself was alive. Many accounts are found in the four Agama Sections of the Vinaya Pitaka, the
Jataka Stories, the Sutra of the Wise and Foolish, the Sutra of One Hundred Karmas and so on, in which the
Tathagata revealed the workings of karma, recounting innumerable stories about how the effects of certain
karmas created in a past life are experienced by a person in his or her present life. Also, in the life stories of
Indian masters, who lived after the Buddha, many reveal their previous places of birth. There are many such
stories, but the system of recognizing and numbering their reincarnations did not occur in India.

The system of recognizing reincarnations in Tibet

Past and future lives were asserted in the indigenous Tibetan Bon tradition before the arrival of Buddhism. And
since the spread of Buddhism in Tibet, virtually all Tibetans have believed in past and future lives. Investigating
the reincarnations of many spiritual masters who upheld the Dharma, as well as the custom of praying
devotedly to them, flourished everywhere in Tibet. Many authentic scriptures, indigenous Tibetan books such
as the Mani Kabum and the Fivefold Kathang Teachings and others like the The Books of Kadam Disciples and
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the Jewel Garland: Responses to Queries, which were recounted by the glorious, incomparable Indian master
Dipankara Atisha in the 11th century in Tibet, tell stories of the reincarnations of Arya Avalokiteshvara, the
Bodhisattva of compassion. However, the present tradition of formally recognizing the reincarnations of masters
first began in the early 13th century with the recognition of Karmapa Pagshi as the reincarnation of Karmapa
Dusum Khyenpa by his disciples in accordance with his prediction. Since then, there have been seventeen
Karmapa incarnations over more than nine hundred years. Similarly, since the recognition of Kunga Sangmo as
the reincarnation of Khandro Choekyi Dronme in the 15th century there have been more than ten incarnations
of Samding Dorje Phagmo. So, among the Tulkus recognized in Tibet there are monastics and lay tantric
practitioners, male and female. This system of recognizing the reincarnations gradually spread to other Tibetan
Buddhist traditions, and Bon, in Tibet. Today, there are recognized Tulkus in all the Tibetan Buddhist traditions,
the Sakya, Geluk, Kagyu and Nyingma, as well as Jonang and Bodong, who serve the Dharma. It is also
evident that amongst these Tulkus some are a disgrace.

The omniscient Gedun Drub, who was a direct disciple of Je Tsongkhapa, founded Tashi Lhunpo Monastery in
Tsang and took care of his students. He passed away in 1474 at the age of 84. Although initially no efforts were
made to identify his reincarnation, people were obliged to recognize a child named Sangye Chophel, who had
been born in Tanak, Tsang (1476), because of what he had to say about his amazing and flawless recollections
of his past life. Since then, a tradition began of searching for and recognizing the successive reincarnations of
the Dalai Lamas by the Gaden Phodrang Labrang and later the Gaden Phodrang Government.

The ways of recognizing reincarnations

After the system of recognizing Tulkus came into being, various procedures for going about it began to develop
and grow. Among these some of the most important involve the predecessor’s predictive letter and other
instructions and indications that might occur; the reincarnation’s reliably recounting his previous life and
speaking about it; identifying possessions belonging to the predecessor and recognizing people who had been
close to him. Apart from these, additional methods include asking reliable spiritual masters for their divination
as well as seeking the predictions of mundane oracles, who appear through mediums in trance, and observing
the visions that manifest in sacred lakes of protectors like Lhamoi Latso, a sacred lake south of Lhasa.

When there happens to be more than one prospective candidate for recognition as a Tulku, and it becomes
difficult to decide, there is a practice of making the final decision by divination employing the dough-ball
method (zen tak) before a sacred image while calling upon the power of truth.

Emanation before the passing away of the predecessor (ma-dhey tulku)

Usually a reincarnation has to be someone’s taking rebirth as a human being after previously passing away.
Ordinary sentient beings generally cannot manifest an emanation before death (ma-dhey tulku), but superior
Bodhisattvas, who can manifest themselves in hundreds or thousands of bodies simultaneously, can manifest
an emanation before death. Within the Tibetan system of recognizing Tulkus there are emanations who belong
to the same mind-stream as the predecessor, emanations who are connected to others through the power of
karma and prayers, and emanations who come as a result of blessings and appointment.

The main purpose of the appearance of a reincarnation is to continue the predecessor’s unfinished work to
serve Dharma and beings. In the case of a Lama who is an ordinary being, instead of having a reincarnation
belonging to the same mind-stream, someone else with connections to that Lama through pure karma and
prayers may be recognized as his or her emanation. Alternatively it is possible for the Lama to appoint a
successor who is either his disciple or someone young who is to be recognized as his emanation. Since these
options are possible in the case of an ordinary being, an emanation before death that is not of the same mind-
stream is feasible. In some cases one high Lama may have several reincarnations simultaneously, such as
incarnations of body, speech and mind and so on. In recent times, there have been well-known emanations
before death such as Dudjom Jigdral Yeshe Dorje and Chogye Trichen Ngawang Khyenrab.

Using the Golden Urn

As the degenerate age gets worse, and as more reincarnations of high Lamas are being recognized, some of
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them for political motives, increasing numbers have been recognized through inappropriate and questionable
means, as a result of which huge damage has been done to the Dharma.

During the conflict between Tibet and the Gurkhas (1791-93) the Tibetan Government had to call on Manchu
military support. Consequently the Gurkha military was expelled from Tibet, but afterwards Manchu officials
made a 29-point proposal on the pretext of making the Tibetan Government’s administration more efficient.
This proposal included the suggestion of picking lots from a Golden Urn to decide on the recognition of the
reincarnations of the Dalai Lamas, Panchen Lamas and Hutuktus, a Mongolian title given to high Lamas.
Therefore, this procedure was followed in the case of recognizing some reincarnations of the Dalai Lama,
Panchen Lama and other high Lamas. The ritual to be followed was written by the Eighth Dalai Lama Jampel
Gyatso. Even after such a system had been introduced, this procedure was dispensed with for the Ninth,
Thirteenth and myself, the Fourteenth Dalai Lama.

Even in the case of the Tenth Dalai Lama, the authentic reincarnation had already been found and in reality this
procedure was not followed, but in order to humour the Manchus it was merely announced that this procedure
had been observed.

The Golden Urn system was actually used only in the cases of the Eleventh and Twelfth Dalai Lamas. However,
the Twelfth Dalai Lama had already been recognized before the procedure was employed. Therefore, there has
only been one occasion when a Dalai Lama was recognized by using this method. Likewise, among the
reincarnations of the Panchen Lama, apart from the Eighth and the Ninth, there have been no instances of this
method being employed. This system was imposed by the Manchus, but Tibetans had no faith in it because it
lacked any spiritual quality. However, if it were to be used honestly, it seems that we could consider it as similar
to the manner of divination employing the dough-ball method (zen tak).

In 1880, during the recognition of the Thirteenth Dalai Lama as the reincarnation of the Twelfth, traces of the
Priest-Patron relationship between Tibet and the Manchus still existed. He was recognized as the unmistaken
reincarnation by the Eighth Panchen Lama, the predictions of the Nechung and Samye oracles and by
observing visions that appeared in Lhamoi Latso, therefore the Golden Urn procedure was not followed. This
can be clearly understood from the Thirteenth Dalai Lama’s final testament of the Water-Monkey Year (1933) in
which he states:

“As you all know, | was selected not in the customary way of picking lots from the golden urn, but my selection
was foretold and divined. In accordance with these divinations and prophecies | was recognized as the
reincarnation of the Dalai Lama and enthroned.”

When | was recognized as the Fourteenth incarnation of the Dalai Lama in 1939, the Priest-Patron relationship
between Tibet and China had already come to an end. Therefore, there was no question of any need to confirm
the reincarnation by employing the Golden Urn. It is well-known that the then Regent of Tibet and the Tibetan
National Assembly had followed the procedure for recognizing the Dalai Lama’s reincarnation taking account of
the predictions of high Lamas, oracles and the visions seen in Lhamoi Latso; the Chinese had no involvement in
it whatever. Nevertheless, some concerned officials of the Guomintang later cunningly spread lies in the
newspapers claiming that they had agreed to forego the use of the Golden Urn and that Wu Chung-tsin
presided over my enthronement, and so on. This lie was exposed by Ngabo Ngawang Jigme, the Vice-
Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress, who the People’s Republic of China
considered to be a most progressive person, at the Second Session of the Fifth People’s Congress of the Tibet
Autonomous Region (31st July 1989). This is clear, when, at the end of his speech, in which he gave a detailed
explanation of events and presented documentary evidence, he demanded:

“What need is there for the Communist Party to follow suit and continue the lies of the Guomintang?”
Deceptive strategy and false hopes
In the recent past, there have been cases of irresponsible managers of wealthy Lama-estates who indulged in

improper methods to recognize reincarnations, which have undermined the Dharma, the monastic community
and our society. Moreover, since the Manchu era Chinese political authorities repeatedly engaged in various
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deceitful means using Buddhism, Buddhist masters and Tulkus as tools to fulfil their political ends as they
involved themselves in Tibetan and Mongolian affairs. Today, the authoritarian rulers of the People’s Republic of
China, who as communists reject religion, but still involve themselves in religious affairs, have imposed a so-
called re-education campaign and declared the so-called Order No. Five, concerning the control and
recognition of reincarnations, which came into force on 1st September 2007. This is outrageous and
disgraceful. The enforcement of various inappropriate methods for recognizing reincarnations to eradicate our
unique Tibetan cultural traditions is doing damage that will be difficult to repair.

Moreover, they say they are waiting for my death and will recognize a Fifteenth Dalai Lama of their choice. It is
clear from their recent rules and regulations and subsequent declarations that they have a detailed strategy to
deceive Tibetans, followers of the Tibetan Buddhist tradition and the world community. Therefore, as | have a
responsibility to protect the Dharma and sentient beings and counter such detrimental schemes, | make the
following declaration.

The next incarnation of the Dalai Lama

As | mentioned earlier, reincarnation is a phenomenon which should take place either through the voluntary
choice of the concerned person or at least on the strength of his or her karma, merit and prayers. Therefore, the
person who reincarnates has sole legitimate authority over where and how he or she takes rebirth and how that
reincarnation is to be recognized. It is a reality that no one else can force the person concerned, or manipulate
him or her. It is particularly inappropriate for Chinese communists, who explicitly reject even the idea of past
and future lives, let alone the concept of reincarnate Tulkus, to meddle in the system of reincarnation and
especially the reincarnations of the Dalai Lamas and Panchen Lamas. Such brazen meddling contradicts their
own political ideology and reveals their double standards. Should this situation continue in the future, it will be
impossible for Tibetans and those who follow the Tibetan Buddhist tradition to acknowledge or accept it.

When | am about ninety | will consult the high Lamas of the Tibetan Buddhist traditions, the Tibetan public, and
other concerned people who follow Tibetan Buddhism, and re-evaluate whether the institution of the Dalai
Lama should continue or not. On that basis we will take a decision. If it is decided that the reincarnation of the
Dalai Lama should continue and there is a need for the Fifteenth Dalai Lama to be recognized, responsibility for
doing so will primarily rest on the concerned officers of the Dalai Lama’s Gaden Phodrang Trust. They should
consult the various heads of the Tibetan Buddhist traditions and the reliable oath-bound Dharma Protectors
who are linked inseparably to the lineage of the Dalai Lamas. They should seek advice and direction from these
concerned beings and carry out the procedures of search and recognition in accordance with past tradition. |
shall leave clear written instructions about this. Bear in mind that, apart from the reincarnation recognized
through such legitimate methods, no recognition or acceptance should be given to a candidate chosen for
political ends by anyone, including those in the People’s Republic of China.

The Dalai Lama

Dharamsala

September 24, 2011
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3. Shechen Rabjam Rimpoche Letter

e
Qlbgiqangey
Shechen Rabjam

Statement of the 7th Shechen Rabjam Rinpoche

The recognition of reincarnate lamas was and still is a practice unique to the various
traditions of Buddhism in the Himalayan regions. The succession of Dalai Lamas,
including the Fourteenth Dalai Lama, is a part of this tradition.

Throughout their successive incarnations, The Dalai Lamas have worked for the
general and spiritual welfare of the Tibetan people. In particular, the His Holiness
Fourteenth Dalai Lama is universally recognised for his outstanding contributions to
world peace and religious harmony, a person whose humanitarian activities are wide-
ranging and all-encompassing.

Regarding the finding, recognition, and subsequent education of the reincarnation of
the H H Fourteenth Dalai Lama, I believe we must adhere to the advice, direction,
and decisions made by the present Dalai Lama to ensure the continuity of this
wonderful legacy.

7th Shechen Rabjam
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4. Kashag Statement

KASHAG

o

Kashag's Position on the Issue of Reincarnation of His Holiness the 14™ Dalai Lama

The government of the People's Republic of China adopted the so-called law on ‘Management
Measures for the Reincarnation of Living Buddhas in Tibetan Buddhism’ in 2007. Since then, the PRC
has taken over the management of all monastic administrations and in particular, took complete control
over the power to recognise reincarnated Lamas/Living Buddhas, and continue to use it to meet their
political ends.

Moreover, the PRC government, in real time, conducts workshops, discussion forums, talk shows and
uses various means to promote a false narrative on the issue of reincamnation in general; and on the
reincarnation of the present Dalai Lama in particular. These activities are conducted on all the ordained
and laity throughout Tibet.

It is also a fact that the issue of reincamation of His Holiness the Dalai Lama continues to be discussed
within our community and without as well. Therefore, The Kashag/Cabinet of the Central Tibetan
Administration felt the need to present this Position Paper for everyone's information.

I. The Kashag has firm belief that His Holiness will live to the ripe age of 113 as per propitious
prescience and the repeated assurances of His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

2. The system of recognising reincarnated spiritual beings is a religious practice unique to Tibetan
Buddhism. The fundamental thought behind this philosophy is to accept the principle of life after
death.

3. While extending our sincere appreciation and thankfulness to those freedom loving democratic
countries around the world, including the United States of America for their complete endorsement
of His Holiness’s thoughts on this matter; we will pursue with due diligence to obtain similar
support from as many like-minded countries as possible.

4. With regards to the reincarnation of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, His Holiness's repeated
statements since 1969, the official pronouncement of September 24, 2011, or any guidance in future
is inherently discretionary. No government nor any individual has the right to interfere on this
matter.

5. This religious activity should be conducted as per the responsibilities that His Holiness enshrines
and entrusts. We have full confidence in the leadership of the Central Tibetan Administration at the
time to take responsibility as entrusted.

6. The Kashag is in the process of working on other related matters that need to be addressed
concerning this issue.

May all Jfe assured. )
L g i
~-\-M?r-.: o
g
The Kashag > | AdY

September 29, 2022

Central Tibetan Administration of His Holiness the Dalal Lama, Dharamsala - 176215, Distt. Kangra, H.P., INDIA
Tele : (91) 01892 - 222218 or 222713 Fax:(91) 01892 - 224914 Email ; kashag@gov.tibet.net
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The Third Special General Meeting Held Under the Provisions of Article 59 of the Charter
of Tibetans in Exile From 3 to 5 October 2019*

Resolutions of the Third Special General Meeting

The Second Agenda Item on the relationship between the lineage of His Holiness the Dalai
Lamas and the Tibetan people

Preamble

the Bodhisattva Chenrezig, the crown ornament of the material world and the spiritual realm, the
embodiment of the compassion of all the Buddhas, had, for many countless aeons attained the
trio of accomplishment, maturation, and perfection of accumulation of merit and wisdom and in
that milieu tackled the twin obscurations of delusive obscuration to liberation and obstructions to
omniscience to get rid of even a predisposing latency of it as he carried out an endless stream
of Bodhisattva deeds of such immense magnitude as to encompass the entire universe. He had
thereby already attained complete Buddhahood to enter the stage of nirvana. Nevertheless, in
keeping with the disposition, inclination, and temperament of the sentient beings, he performed
miraculous deeds by unimaginable means to carry out such roles as were appropriate to tame
their obscured minds. With regard to his carrying out of such role-play miracles to tame sentient
beings to such extent, it is thus stated of him: “The universe is as vast as the unfathomable
expanse of the space / And your miracle emanations have numbered as many as the countless
number of sentient beings that inhabit it. / Even though having made miraculous manifestations
of such enormous numbers, not even the tip of a tiny hair on your body even so much as
twitched, / For it was with effortless spontaneity, like that of the condensed clouds giving way to
rainfall, that you accomplished your deeds.” As thus stated and the like, the totality of the deeds
of the Bodhisattva Chenrezig in his various countless miracle manifestations in the past are
immense beyond imagination. However, with regard to such of his inestimable range of deeds
as had been carried out within the conception of those to be tamed in the general context of the
holy land of India ever since the thirty-six alphabet based system of writing came into being
there, and in the particular case of the Snowland of Tibet, which did not constitute an object for
taming by other Buddhas and their spiritual heirs, and over which he assumed responsibility as
its patron deity, the story is told thus: Long in the distant past, when the Buddha resided in a
bamboo grove, a light of great luminosity filled Tibet which brought a smile on his face. The
bodhisattva Sarvanivarana Viskambin asked the Buddha for an explanation of the causes and
conditions underlying his act of smiling. And the Buddha replied that the wild and outlying
peripheral snowland of Tibet which had failed to be covered by any of the Buddhas of the three
time realms for spiritual salvage has, thanks to the benevolence and great kindness of the
Bodhisattva Chenrezig, turned into a place where the Buddhist religion will flourish all across
with the luminosity like that of a rising sun. And there was a special reason why where all other
Buddhas had failed, only Chenrezig succeeded in taming the beings of the wild and outlying
peripheral snowland of Tibet. This goes further back in time when in the presence of a gathering
of a thousand Buddhas, the Bodhisattva Chenrezig took a vow. He prayed to vouch for an
undertaking that concerning the entirety of the sentient beings of that wild and outlying
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peripheral land who present the greatest challenge for taming, may he succeed in guiding them
towards the path to spiritual salvation. Such was the kind of pledge he took, as it has thus been
stated. Besides, the Kadham Legbham texts collection thus states: As it was said, “The Dakinis
have said in their Vajra songs, that / In the northward direction of the sacred Bodh Gaya, / There
is a ghost land called Tibet, / With pillars of mountains so high as to hold up the sky, / With
lowland lakes of turquoise mandalas, / With Snow mountains of crystal temples, / With
grasslands of yellowness resembling heaps of gold, / And with the aroma of herbal incense
wafting the land.” Likewise, the texts also say: “O! Lord of the Snow Mountains Chenrezig, / In
that sacred realm lies your abode, / And in that abode are your disciple-subjects.” Thus, as
prophesied in numerous sutra and tantra texts, the Bodhisattva Chenrezig first originated and
spread out the human race, then nurtured his offspring with worldly material things in the next
stage, and finally brought them to spiritual maturation in the last stage. The lineage began with
the ancestry of a Bodhisattva monkey mother. Then in the later stage he came as the first king
of Tibet Nyatri Tsenpo. From him, and through successive rulers, including as the trio of the
great Buddhist kings Songtsen Gampo, Trisong Detsen and Tri Ralpachen, he also came as
Bodhisattva translators and scholars who illuminated the land of Tibet that was otherwise
darkened by the obscuration of ignorance with the moonlight of Buddhist religion. The subjects
of Tibet were thereby drawn to both immediate and long-term zeniths of welfare, prosperity and
bliss.

Then the Bodhisattva Chenrezig made an appearance as the principal disciple of Je
Tsongkhapa, the omniscient His Holiness the First Dalai Lama Gedhun Drubpa Pal-Zangpo.
Regarding him, the Kadham Legbham texts collection thus states: “The Bodhisattva Chenrezig
then emanated as Pal Zangpo incarnate.” As thus stated, Gedhun Drubpa Pal-Zangpo made
the appearance of being a persevering observer of the vows of an ordained maroon-robed
monk in carrying out his noble deeds. And up to the fourth reincarnate lineage, the Bodhisattva
Chenrezig immersed himself mainly in being the principal upholder of the Yellow-hat Gelug
tradition of Tibetan Buddhism as well as of the other traditions of Tibetan Buddhism by means of
his pure vision perceptions. On that basis he illuminated the entire lands of Tibet and Mongolia
with the light of Buddhist religious teachings.

As regards the timeliness of the appearance of His Holiness, the protector refuge of
incomparable kindness, it is thus stated in the Manjushri Root Tantra text: “When the teachings
of the Buddha on the earth / Reaches the end of its time and declines, / Then, Like the kingly
observer of precepts, / Shall (he) indubitably appear.” When the whole body of Tibet — its
subjects, nationhood, religion, and governance — stood sapped of all its strength and vitality,
abandoned in utter helplessness as if by a doctor of an incurable patient, His Holiness the Great
Fifth Dalai Lama appeared and established the Ganden (the hundred-fold
happiness-characterized) Phodrang under the comforting shade of the white parasol of whose
government system the wellbeing of the Tibetan subjects were ensured. Since then, until the
period of the incomparable His Holiness the Great Thirteenth Dalai Lama, the gratitude for the
kindness and care received by the Tibetan nation and people has been immeasurable. In
particular, the successive previous Dalai Lamas, all great treasuries of compassion, firmly
adhered to their oaths of kindness and continued to care for the Snowland of Tibet as regards
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both its geographical territory and its natural and human constituents, as well as for the
governance of the nation by deliberately assuming earthly manifestations. In that state, each
ascended the throne as His Holiness the Dalai Lama without any sort of controversy. They took
charge of their state responsibilities as prayed for in both the spiritual and temporal aspects at
times when the governance of the nation had dissipated like a butter lamp that had stopped
burning because of the complete exhaustion of its fuel of oil.

Regarding the process for the discovery and recognition of the reincarnation of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama, there is a well-established, unique historical tradition for the recognition of
reincarnations in Tibetan Buddhism which dates back from the very early part of the 13th
century and it is fully preserved to this day.

The relationship between successive Dalai Lamas and the Tibetan people has been akin to that
between head and neck, or, as it were, between the body and its shadow, and therefore never
ever separable. Hence it is only to be expected that the tradition of the continuance of the
lineage of the Dalai Lamas through successive reincarnations should remain for the sake of the
people of the Snowland of Tibet. Therefore through this Special General Meeting the 340
delegates who have come from 24 counties as representatives of the general Tibetan public
sees it as imperative to adopt a resolution which thus follows hereunder.

Resolutions

1) That this Special General Meeting prays with unchangeable resolve that His Holiness the
Great Fourteen Dalai Lama, the unsurpassable leader who is like the eyes on the foreheads
and the heart in the bosoms of all the tsampa-eating subjects of the Tibetan nation may
continue on as their ultimate protector-refuge of utmost recourse both for this and their future
lives for a hundred aeons.

2) That on behalf of all the Tibetan people presently living in Tibet and in exile, this Special
General Meeting prays with a single-minded devotion, and in a single voice, that for as long as
sentient beings remain extant on the Snowland of Tibet, the lineage of successive
reincarnations of His Holiness the Dalai Lama may continue with imperativeness for the sake of
the dharma and the sentient beings of this land.

3) That this Special General Meeting is of the position that with regard to the process for the
discovery and recognition of the reincarnation of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, the entire task
and power lies in His Holiness Himself and the duly empowered responsible officials of the
Gaden Phodrang Trust of the Dalai Lama and in no way in any other entity, be it any nation, any
government, any organization of whatever description, or any private individual.

4) That this Special General Meeting is resolute in rejecting outright the efforts made and still
being made by the government of China in the process for the discovery and recognition of
reincarnations in Tibetan Buddhism in general and especially its coercive Order No. 5 declared
in 2007 on the question of the recognition of reincarnations of tulkus and lamas in Tibetan
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Buddhism through which it sought to plot its interference in the recognition of the reincarnation
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and this resolution has been unanimously so adopted.

That with regard to the first item on the agenda of this Special General Meeting, which is on the
Five Fifty Vision of the Central Tibetan Administration

Such opinions and suggestions endorsed by the different committees of this Special General
Meeting as well as such of those opinions and suggestions submitted by the wider general
Tibetan public as are available in writing will be examined and on that basis implemented by the
Kashag and the Tibetan Parliament in Exile. Resolved accordingly by unanimous decision of the
Third Special General Meeting of Tibetans on this the 7th day of the 8th month of the Earth-Hog
Tibetan Royal Year2146, corresponding to the 5th of October 2019.

Pema Jungney
Speaker, Tibetan Parliament in Exile

Acharya Yeshi Phuntsok
Deputy-Speaker, Tibetan Parliament in Exile

*kkkk

* In case of any discrepancy between this English translation and its Tibetan original, the latter
should be considered authoritative and final for all purposes.
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6. Resolution of the 8th Session of the 16th TPIiE
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7. Letter of the UN Special Rapporteurs

PALAIS DES NATIONS « 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

Mandates of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; the Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention; the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights; the Special Rapporteur
on minority issues; and the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief

REFERENCE:
AL CHN 12/2020

2 June 2020
Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capacities as Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; Special
Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights; Special Rapporteur on minority issues; and
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, pursuant to Human Rights Council
resolutions 36/6, 42/22, 37/12, 34/6 and 40/10.

In this connection, we would like to bring to the attention of your Excellency’s
Government information we have received concerning the continued enforced
disappearance of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima, and the regulation of reincarnation of
Tibetan living Buddhas against the religious traditions and practices of the Tibetan
Buddhist minority. The 17 May 2020 marked 25 years since the disappearance of
Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima.

The case of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima has previously been raised with your
Excellency’s Government by Special Procedures mandate holders in CHN 13/2005 and
CHN 12/2007. We thank your Excellency’s Government for the replies received to these
communications.

We would also like to recall that the case of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima has also
been treated under the humanitarian mandate of the Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances.

Furthermore, Special Rapporteurs on freedom of religion or belief have raised
concerns on the measures taken by the authorities to manage the search, identification
and the reincarnation of Buddhist Lamas in 1991 (E/CN.4/1992/52, para 22), 1996
(E/CN.4/1996/95, para 40) and 2006 (E/CN.4/2006/5/Add.1, paras 94-95).

According to the information received:

On 14 May 1995, Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima, then six years of age, was
recognized as the 11" reincarnation of the Panchen Lama by the Dalai Lama.
Shortly after this date, Mr. Nyima and his parents were taken away from their
village by members of the Chinese Government. The 17 May 2020 marked 25
years since the disappearance of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima.

The Government of China has confirmed that he was taken away with his family
but has refused to provide precise information on his fate and whereabouts despite
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multiple requests. The Government initially indicated he was being held in
“government protection,” and later that he was living a normal life. During this
period, he has reportedly been deprived of the religious education in Tibetan
Buddhism.

Following the disappearance of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima, the Chinese
Government attempted to nominate and appoint their preferred choice of
individual as the eleventh Panchen Lama. Moreover, the authorities also
attempted to regulate the appointment of Tibetan religious leaders, which went
against the intrinsic beliefs and religious traditions of Tibetan Buddhists. In 2007,
the Government issued the “State Religious Affairs Bureau Order No.5 (Bureau
Order)” that specifically laid down measures in managing the reincarnation of
Tibetan living Buddha. In article 2 of Bureau Order, it was stressed that “living
Buddha reincarnations should respect and protect the principles of the unification
of the state, protecting the unity of the minorities, protecting religious concord and
social harmony, and protecting the normal order of Tibetan Buddhism”. In articles
3 and 4, the Bureau Order set the conditions for the application of reincarnation of
living Buddha and also granted authority to local Governments to decide if a
reincarnation is permissible. In the rest of the Bureau Order, it detailed various
procedures for receiving the Buddhist Association of China’s opinion and the
State’s permission or approval for reincarnation.

In 2016, the Chinese Government published an online database of the State-
approved Tibetan Buddhist reincarnations with over 1300 biographies of living
Buddhas residing in the country as provided by the Buddhist Association of
China. The regulation of reincarnation is enhanced subsequently in article 36 of
the Religious Affairs Regulations 2017, which provides that: “the succession of
living Buddhas in Tibetan Buddhism is to be conducted under the guidance of
Buddhist groups and in accordance with the religious rites and historical
conventions, and is to be reported for approval to the religious affairs department
of people’s governments at the provincial level or above or to a people's
government at the provincial level or above”. Many Tibetan Buddhists have
expressed their concerns about the regulation of reincarnation as it undermines the
Tibetan religious traditions and practices while such regulation allow the State to
interfere in the choice of their religious leaders. Furthermore, there is fear that the
Chinese authority will identify and appoint the successor of the current
(fourteenth) Dalai Lama against the Tibetan traditions and the wish of Tibetan
Buddhist communities.

Without prejudging the accuracy of this information, we express grave concern at
the continued refusal by the Government of China to disclose precisely the whereabouts
of Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima. We are also particularly concerned that the regulation of
reincarnation of Tibetan living Buddhas may interfere and possibly undermines, in a
discriminatory way, the religious traditions and practices of the Tibetan Buddhist
minority.
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Should these allegations be confirmed, they would contravene international
human rights law provisions, such as the prohibition against discrimination, the right to
recognition as a person before the law and to its equal protection without discrimination,
the right not be deprived arbitrarily of one’s liberty, the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion and to freely participate in cultural life in accordance with
articles 2, 3, 6, 7, 9, 18 and 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and article
15 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The
continued enforced disappearance of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima for the past 25 years
contravenes several articles of the United Nations Declaration on the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearances including articles 2 and 7.

The disappearance of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima has been raised with your
Excellency’s Government multiple times by Special Procedures mandate holders. The
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) has also requested China to allow an
independent expert to visit Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima to confirm his whereabouts and
verify the fulfilment of his rights (CRC/C/SR.299 and CRC/C/CHN/CO/3-4). We note
that your Excellency’s Government has expressed on several occasions its support for the
international community’s efforts to eliminate and prevent enforced disappearances,
including at the Human Rights Council. = We thus reiterate our demand for your
Excellency’s Government to provide prompt and detailed information on
Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima’s whereabouts and we endorse the CRC’s
recommendation to allow an independent monitor to visit him to confirm his
whereabouts and the extent to which he is able to enjoy and exercise his rights. We
also appeal to your Excellency’s Government to ensure that Tibetan Buddhists are
able to freely practice their religion, traditions and culture without interference.

In connection with the above alleged facts and concerns, please refer to the Annex
on Reference to international human rights law attached to this letter which cites
international human rights instruments and standards relevant to these allegations.

As it is our responsibility, under the mandates provided to us by the Human
Rights Council, to seek to clarify all cases brought to our attention, we would be grateful
for your observations on the following matters:

1. Please provide any additional information and/or comment(s) you may
have on the above-mentioned allegations.

2. Please provide prompt and detailed information on the fate and
whereabouts of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima.

3. Please explain how the regulation of reincarnation of living Buddhas is
compatible with the protection of freedom of religion or belief and the
protection of religious minorities without discrimination under
international human rights law.
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This communication and any response received from your Excellency’s
Government will be made public via the communications reporting website within
60 days. They will also subsequently be made available in the usual report to be
presented to the Human Rights Council.

We may publicly express our concerns in the near future in this case. We have
been communicating repeatedly with the Government of China to clarify the fate and
whereabouts of Mr. Gedhun Cheokyi Nyima for the past 25 years, thus far, without a
satisfactory response. We also believe that the regulatory framework applied to religious
communities, should not interfere or undermine the right of these communities to follow
their beliefs and traditions. Any public expression of concern on our part will indicate
that we have been in contact with your Excellency’s Government’s to clarify the issue/s
in question.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.

Luciano Hazan
Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances

Elina Steinerte
Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

Karima Bennoune
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights

Fernand de Varennes
Special Rapporteur on minority issues

Ahmed Shaheed
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief
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Annex
Reference to international human rights law

In connection with above alleged facts and concerns, we would like to draw the
attention of your Excellency’s Government to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR),
ratified by China in 2001 and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), signed by China on 5 October 1998. While China is yet to ratify the ICCPR, as
a signatory, China has an obligation to refrain from any acts which would defeat the
object and purpose of the Covenant prior to its entry into force (article 18 of the 1969
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties).

In particular, without expressing at this stage any opinion on the facts of the case
and on whether the reported detentions were arbitrary or not, we would like to appeal to
your Excellency’s Government to take all necessary measures to guarantee the right of
the abovementioned individual not to be deprived arbitrarily of his liberty in accordance
with articles 6, 7, 9, 10 and 11 of the UDHR. Enforced disappearance is also an
aggravated form of arbitrary detention as individual is placed outside the protection of the
law.

We would also like to highlight that the United Nations Declaration on the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances notes that no State shall practise,
permit or tolerate enforced disappearances (article 2), and that no circumstances
whatsoever may be invoked to justify an enforced disappearance (article 7).

We would like to also reiterate that the freedom of religion or belief of the Tibetan
Buddhist minority includes the right to determine their clergy and religious leaders in
accordance with their own religious traditions and practices as guaranteed by article 18 of
the UDHR. Article 6 (g) of the 1981 Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of
Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief also provides the freedom
to “train, appoint, elect or designate by succession appropriate leaders called for by the
requirements and standards of any religion or belief’. In addition, Human Rights
Committee General Comment 22, para 4, further clarifies that “the practice and teaching
of religion or belief includes acts integral to the conduct by religious groups of their basic

tE)

affairs, such as the freedom to choose their religious leaders, priests and teachers [...]”.

We would also like to refer to article 15 and General Comment No 21 to the
ICESCR: “49. The obligation to respect includes the adoption of specific measures aimed
at achieving respect for ... the right of all persons to express their cultural identity freely
and to exercise their cultural practices and way of life.”).

We further refer to the protection of the rights of persons belonging to minorities
enshrined in article 27 of the ICCPR and to the UN Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities. In particular, article
2 of the Declaration establishes that persons belonging to minorities have the right to
enjoy their own culture, to profess and practice their own religion, and to use their own
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language, in private and in public, freely, without any interference or any form of
discrimination and provides for the effective participation of minorities in cultural,
religious, social, economic and public life, as well as in decision-making processes on
matters affecting them. The Declaration furthermore refers to the obligation of States to
protect the existence and the identity of minorities within their territories and to adopt
measures to that end (article 1), as well as to adopt the required measures to ensure that
persons belonging to minorities can exercise their human rights without discrimination
(article 4).
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8. Tibet Policy and Support Act 2020
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(PART 1)
PUBLIC LAW 116-260—DEC. 27, 2020

CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021
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134 STAT. 1182 PUBLIC LAW 116-260—DEC. 27, 2020

Public Law 116-260
116th Congress

An Act
Dec. 27, 2020 Making consolidated appropriations for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2021,
[HR 133] providing coronavirus emergency response and relief, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
Consolidated the United States of America in Congress assembled,
Appropriations
Act, 2021. SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 20217,

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

. Short title.

2. Table of contents.

. References.

. Explanatory statement.

. Statement of appropriations.

. Availability of funds.

. Adjustments to compensation.

8. Definition.

. Office of Management and Budget Reporting Requirement.

DIVISION A—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG
ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021

Title II—Farm Production and Conservation Programs

Title I1I—Rural Development Programs

Title IV—Domestic Foed Programs

Title V—Foreign Assistance and Related Programs

Title VI—Related Agency and Food and Drug Administration
Title VII—General Provisions

DIVISION B—COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021

Title I—Department of Commerce
Title II—Department of Justice
Title I1I—Science

Title IV—Related Agencies

Title V—General Provisions

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021

Title I—Military Personnel

Title II—Operation and Maintenance

Title I1I—Procurement

Title IV—Research, Development, Test and Evaluation
Title V—Revolving and Management Funds

Title VI—Other Department of Defense Programs
Title VII—Related Agencies

Title VIII—General Provisions

Title IX—Overseas Contingency Operations
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134 STAT. 1184 PUBLIC LAW 116-260—DEC. 27, 2020

Title II—Department of Housing and Urban Development
Title I1l—Related Agencies
Title IV—General Provisions—This Act
DIVISION M—CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE AND RELIEF SUPPLEMENTAL
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021

DIVISION N—ADDITIONAL CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE AND RELIEF

DIVISION O—EXTENSIONS AND TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS

Title I—Immigration Extensions
Title II—Commission on Black Men and Boys Corrections
Title [ll—US Customs and Border Protection Authority to Accept Donations Exten-

Title W—us estock Mandatory ing Extension
Title V—Soil Health and Income ion Pilot Extension
Title VI—United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement Implementation Act Technical

Corrections
Title VII—Deputy Amhlted of the Capitol Amendments
Title VIII—Pandemic Accountability Committee Amendments
Title IX—Adjustment of Status for Liberian Nationals Extension
Title X—Clean Up the Code Act of 2019
Title XI—Amendments to Provisions Relating to Child Care Centers
B A R, St ity t ot Propeed Debrmen
— ity to tes t
XIV—Budgetary Eﬂew

DIVISION P—NATIONAL BIO AND AGRO-DEFENSE FACILITY ACT OF 2020

DIVISION Q—FINANCIAL SERVICES PROVISIONS AND INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY

DIVISION R—PROTECTING OUR INFRASTRUCTURE OF PIPELINES AND
ENHANCING SAFETY ACT OF 2020

DIVISION S—INNOVATION FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

DIVISION T—SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN WOMEN'S HISTORY MUSEUM ACT
AND NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN LATINO

DIVISION U—HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
PROVISIONS

DIVISION V—AIRCRAFT CERTIFICATION, SAFETY, AND ACCOUNTABILITY
DIVISION W—INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021
DIVISION X—SUPPORTING FOSTER YOUTH AND FAMILIES THROUGH THE

PANDEMIC
DIVISION Y—AMERICAN MINER BENEFITS IMPROVEMENT
DIVISION Z—ENERGY ACT OF 2020
DIVISION AA—WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2020
DIVISION BBE—PRIVATE HEALTH INSURANCE AND PUBLIC HEALTH
PROVISIONS
DIVISION CC—HEALTH EXTENDERS
DIVISION DD—MONTANA WATER RIGHTS PROTECTION ACT
DIVISION EE—TAXPAYER CERTAINTY AND DISASTER TAX RELIEF ACT OF
2020
DIVISION FF—OTHER MATTER

Title I—Continuing Education at Affected Foreign Institutions and Modification of
Certain Protections for Taxpayer Return Information
Title II—Public Lands
Title I1I—Foreign Relations and Department of State Provisions
Title IV—Senate Sergeant at Arms Cloud Services
Title V— Rebrealym uirement to Sell Certain Federal Property in Plum Island,
ew
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(3) section 335, up to $30,000,000 for fiscal year 2021
to the Administrator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development; and

(4) section 335, up to an additional $15,000,000 for each
of fiscal years 2022 through 2025 to the Administrator of the
United States Aﬁency for International Development, if the
private sector in India commits amounts equal to that contrib-
uted by the United States.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON FOREIGN ASSISTANCE FUNDS.—
It is the sense of Congress that the authorization of appropriations
under subsection (a) should be renewable for one or more periods
of not more than 5 years if—

(1) authorized by Congress; and

(2) the Secretary of State, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for International Develop-
ment, determines that the Foundation’s work is successful in
addressing the priorities identified in section 335(bX1) and
that the private sector in India has committed funds to the
Foundation in accordance with subsection (a)(4).

Subtitle E—Tibetan Policy and Support
Act of 2020

SEC. 341. MODIFICATIONS TO AND REAUTHORIZATION OF TIBETAN
POLICY ACT OF 2020.

(a) TIBETAN NEGOTIATIONS.—Section 613 of the Tibetan Policy
Act of 2002 (22 U.S.C. 6901 note) is amended—
(1) inAsubsection (a)h—
(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i)plgy insgrting “without preconditions” after “a
dialogue™;

(ii) bg'einserting “or democratically-elected leaders
of (tihe Tibetan community” after “his representatives”;
an

(iii) by inserting before the period at the end the
following: “and should coordinate with other govern-
ments in multilateral efforts toward this goal”;

d(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as paragraph (3);
an
(C) bg inserting after paragraph (1) the following new
ph:

ara,
2(2) LICY COMMUNICATION.—The Secretary of State shall Coordination.
ensure that, in accordance with this Act, United States policy
on Tibet, as coordinated by the United States Special Coordi-
nator for Tibetan Issues, is communicated to all Federal depart-
ments and ncies in contact with the Government of the
People’s Republic of China.”;
(2)in subsecth ion (b)— reced .
(A) in the matter in agraph (1)—
(i) by strikigg ‘ﬁmtﬁ pgxecemger 31, 2021” and
inserting “until December 31, 2031"; and
(ii) by inserting “and direct the Degartment of
State to make public on its website” after “appropriate
congressional committees”;
(B) in paragraph (1), by striking “; and” and inserting
a semicolon;
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(C) in paragraph (2), bg striking the period at the
end and inserting “; and” ; an

(D) by adding at the end the following new paragraph:

“(3) the steps taken by the United States Government

to promote the human rights and distinct religious, cultural,

linguistic, and historical identity of the Tibetan egeople,

including the right of the Tibetan people to select, educate,

and venerate their own religious leaders in accordance with
their established religious practice and system.”.

(b) TIBET PROJECT PRINCIPLES.—Section 616 of such Act (22

U.S.C. 6901 note) is amended—

(l)in:ubsection (d); b - e
(A) in paragraph (5), by inserting “human rights,” after
“respect Tibatan": # o
(B) in paragraph (8), by striking *; and” and inserting
a sem(i:oolon; Y
(C)in aph (9)—
(i)pg;aigt.\rseeﬁlég “involuntary or coerced” after “nor
facilitate the”; an
(ii) by striking the period at the end and inserting
“i)m{)d"; ?ll:id he end the foll h
(D) by adding at the en e following new aph:
“(10) neither mgide incentive for, nor fa%ilitatewtil::girm]':)l-
untary or coerced relocation of, Tibetan nomads from their
traditional pasturelands into concentrated settlements.”;
(2) by adding at the end the following new subsections:
“(e) UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE.—

President. “(1) IN GENERAL.—The President is authorized to provide
assistance to nongovernmental organizations to support inclu-
sive economic growth, resilience, global health, education
environmental stewardship, and cultural and historica
preservation for Tibetan communities in Tibet, in accordance
with the principles specified in subsection (d).

“(2) COORDINATION.—Assistance authorized under para-
gra h (1) shall be carried out in coordination with the United
tates Special Coordinator for Tibetan Issues in accordance
with section 621(d).
“(f) PRIVATE SECTOR INVESTMENT.—The Secretary of State, in
coordination with the Secretary of Commerce, should—

“(1) encourage United States businesses and individuals
that are engaged in commerce or investing in enterprises in
Tibet to be %lided by the principles Is)%eaﬁed in subsection
(d) and the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business
and Human Rights; and

“(2) hold regular consultations with businesses and individ-
uals that are engaged in commerce or are investing in enter-
Frises in Tibet about the principles referenced in paragraph
1) and the business practices of such businesses and individ-
uals in Tibet.”.

(c) DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION RELATING TO TIBET.—Section
?1"8 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 6901 note) iz amended to read as
ollows:

“SEC. 618. DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION RELATING TO TIBET.

“(a) UNITED STATES CONSULATE IN LHASA, TIBET.—The Sec-
%t;ry should seek to establish a United States consulate in Lhasa,
ibet—
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“(1) to provide consular services to United States citizens
traveling in Tibet; and

“(2) to monitor political, economic, and cultural develop-
ments in Tibet.

“(b) PoLicy.—The Secretary may not authorize the establish-
ment in the United States of any additional consulate of the People’s
Republic of China until such time as a United States consulate
in Lhasa, Tibet, is established under subsection (a).

“(c) WAIVER.—The Secre may waive the recglirement under Deadline.
subsection (b), notwithstandingahe lack of a United States consulate Determination.
in Lhasa, not less than 30 days after the Secretary determines Reports.
and reports to the appropriate congressional committees that it
is in the national security interests of the United States to waive
such requirements and submits to the appropriate congressional
committees a report including—

“(1) a specific and detailed rationale for the determination
that the waiver is in the national security interests of the
United States; and

“(2) a description of the efforts by the Department of State
t[?h seel’s the establishment of a United States consulate in

asa.”.

(d) RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN TIBET.—Section 620(b) of such
Act (22 U.S.C. 6901 note) is amended by inserting before the period
at the end the following: “, including with respect to the reincarna-
tion system of Tibetan Buddhism”.

(e) UNITED STATES SPECIAL COORDINATOR FOR TIBETAN
Issues.—Section 621 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 6901 note) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (c) to read as follows:

“(c) OBJECTIVES.—The objectives of the Special Coordinator are
to—

“(1) promote substantive dialogue without preconditions,
between the Government of the People’s Repuglic of China
and the Dalai Lama, his or her representatives, or democrat-
ically elected leaders of the Tibetan community, or explore
activities to improve pmsg:cts for dialogue, that leads to a
negotiated agreement on Tibet;

“(2) coordinate with other governments in multilateral Coordination.
efforts towards the goal of a negotiated agreement on Tibet;

“(3) encourage the Government of the People’s Republic
of China to address the aspirations of the Tibetan people with
regard to their distinct historical, cultural, religious, and lin-
guistic identity;

“(4) promote the human rights of the Tibetan people;

“(5) promote activities to preserve environment and water
resources of the Tibetan plateau;

“(6) encourage that any initiatives or activities for Tibetan
communities in the Tibet Autonomous Region are conducted
in éwcordance with the principles espo in section 616(d);
an

“(7) promote access to Tibet in accordance with the Recip-
rocal Access to Tibet Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-330).”;

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (5), by striking “; and” and inserting

a semicolon;

d(B) by redesignating paragraph (6) as paragraph (8);
an
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(C) by inserting after paragraph (5) the following new
ragraphs:

(6) provide guidance with respect to all projects carried

out pursuant to assistance provided under section 616(e);
“(7) seek to establish international diplomatic coalitions
A) oppoese any effort by the Government of the Peo-
g{e’s Republic of é’hina to select, educate, and venerate
ibetan Buddhist religious leaders in a manner incon-
sistent with the principle that the succession or identifica-
tion of Tibetan Buddhist lamas, including the Dalai Lama,
should occur without interference, in a manner consistent

with traditional practice; and

“B) ensure that the identification and installation of
Tibetan Buddhist religious leaders, including any future
Dalai Lama, is determined solely within the Tibetan Bud-
dhist faith community, in accordance with the internation-

ally-recognized right to religious freedom; and™; and
(3) by adding at the end the following new subsection:
“(e) PERSONNEL.—The Secretary shall ensure that the Office
of the Special Coordinator is adequately staffed at all times to
assist in the management of the responsibilities of this section.”.

22 USC 6981 SEC. 342. STATEMENT OF POLICY REGARDING THE SUCCESSION OR
Dote. REINCARNATION OF THE DALA) LAMA.

(a) FINDINGS.-—Congress finds the following:

(1) Tibetan Buddhism is practiced in many countries
including Bhutan, India. Mongolia, Nepal, the People’s Republic
of China, the Russian Federation, and the United States, yet
the Government of the People’s Republic of China has repeat-
edly insisted on its role in_managing the selection of Tibet’s
next spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, throu%‘h actions such
as those described in the “Measures on the Management of
the Reincarnation of Living Buddhas” in 2007.

(2) On March 19, 2019, Chinese Ministry of Affairs spakes-
person veiterated that the “reincarnation of living Buddhas
including the Dalai Lama must comply with Chinese laws
and regulations and follow religious rituals and historical
conventions”.

(3) The Government of the People's Republic of China has
interfered in the process of recognizing a successor or reincama-
tion of Tibetan guddhist leaders, including in 1995 by arbi-
trarily detaining Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, a 6-year old boy
who was identified as the 11th Panchen Lama, and purporting
to install its own candidate as the Panchen Lama.

(4) The 14th Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, issued a state-
ment on September 24, 2011, explaining the traditions and
spiritual precepts of the selection of Dalai Lamas, setting forth
his views on the considerations and process for selecting his
successor, and providing a response to the Chinese govern-
ment's claims that only the Chinese government has the ulti-
mate authority in the selection process of the Dalai Lama.

(8) The 14th Dalai Lama said in his statement that the
parson who reincarnates has sole legitimate authority over
where and how he or she takes rebitth and how that reincarna-
tion is to be recognized and if there is a need for a 16th
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Dalai Lama to be recognized, then the responsibility shall pri-
marily rest with the officers of the Dalai Lama’s Gaden
Phodrang Trust, who will be informed by the written instruc-
tions of the 14th Dalai Lama.

(6) Since 2011, the 14th Dalai Lama has reiterated publicly
on numerous occasions that decisions on the successions, ema-
nations, or reincarnations of the Dalai Lama belongs to the
Tibetan Buddhist faith community alone.

(7) On June 8, 2015, the United States House of Represent-
atives unanimousfy approved House Resolution 337 which calls
on the United States Government to “underscore that govern-
ment interference in the Tibetan reincarnation process is a
violation of the internationally recognized right to religious
freedom . . . and to highlight the fact that other countries
besides China have long Tibetan Buddhist traditions, and that
matters related to reincarnations in Tibetan Buddhism are
of keen interest to Tibetan Buddhist tegogulai:ions worldwide”.

(8) On April 25, 2018, the Uni tates Senate unani-
mously approved Senate Resolution 429 which “expresses its
sense that the identification and installation of Tibetan Bud-
dhist religious leaders, including a future 15th Dalai Lama,
is a matter that should be determined solely within the Tibetan
Buddhist faith community, in accordance with the inalienable
right to religious freedom”.

(9) The Department of State’s Report on International Reli-
ious Freedom for 2018 reported on policies and efforts of
e Government of the People’s Republic of China to exert

control over the selection of Tibetan Buddhist religious leaders
including reincarnate lamas, and stated that “[United St,ates]
officials underscored that decisions on the reincarnation of the
Dalai Lama should be made solely by faith leaders.”.
h (b) STATEMENT OF PoLiCY.—It is'the policy of the United States
at—

(1) decisions mgarding the selection, education, and vener-
ation of Tibetan Buddhist religious leaders are exclusively spir-
itual matters that should be made by the appropriate religious
authorities within the Tibetan Buddhist tradition and in the
context of the will of Fractitioners of Tibetan Buddhism;

(2) the wishes of the 14th Dalai Lama, including any writ-
ten instructions, should play a key role in the selection, edu-
cation, and veneration of a future 15th Dalai Lama; and

(3) interference by the Government of the People’s Republic
of China or any other government in the process of recognizing
a successor or reincarnation of the 14th Dalai Lama and any
future Dalai Lamas would represent a clear abuse of the right
to religious freedom of Tibetan Buddhists and the Tibetan

le.

830 g!owmc CHINESE OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE FOR RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM ABUSES TARGETING TIBETAN BUDDHISTS.—It is the policy
of the United States to take all appropriate measures to hold
accountable senior officials of the Government of the People’s
Republic of China or the Chinese Communist Parit.}'l who direct]
interfere with the identification and installation of the future 15t!
Dalai Lama of Tibetan Buddhism, successor to the 14th Dalai
Lama, including by—

(1) imposing sanctions pursuant to the Global Magnitsky

Human Rights Accountability Act (22 U.S.C. 2656 note); and
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(2) prohibiting admission to the United States under section
212(a)2XG) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1182(a)2XG)).

(d) DEPARTMENT OF STATE PROGRAMMING TO PROMOTE RELI-
G1oUs FREEDOM FOR TIBETAN BUDDHISTS.—Consistent with section
401 of the Frank R. Wolf International Religious Freedom Act
(Public Law 114-281; 130 Stat. 1436), the Ambassador-at-Large
for International Religious Freedom should support efforts to protect
and promote international religious freedom in China and for pro-
grams to protect Tibetan Buddhism in China and elsewhere.

SEC. 343. POLICY REGARDING THE ENVIRONMENT AND WATER
RESOURCES ON THE TIBETAN PLATEAU.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(1) The Tibetan Plateau contains glaciers, rivers, grass-
lands, and other geographical and ecological features that are
crucial for supportin% vegetation growth and biodiversity and
regulating water flow and .z:rply for an estimated
1,800,000,000 people. Environmental changes threaten the gla-
ciers in Tibet that feed the major rivers of South and East
Asia, which supply freshwater to an estimated 1,800,000,000

le.

p(2) Several factors, including temperature changes, large
vernment-backed infrastructure projects, and resettlement of
ibetan nomads, are likely to result in variable water flows

in the future.

(3) The grasslands of Tibet play a significant role in carbon
roduction and sequestration and Tibet’s rivers support wet-
ands that play a key role in water storage, water quality,
and the regulation ofy water flow, support biodiversity, foster
vegetation growth, and act as carbon sinﬁ.

(4) Traditional Tibetan grassland stewardship practices,
which can be key to miti[;i‘:'iting the negative effects of environ-
mental changes on the Tibetan Plateau, are undermined by
the resettlement of nomads from Tibetan grasslands.

(5) The People’s Republic of China has approximately 20
percent of the world’s population but only around 7 percent

of the world’s water supply, while many countries in South
and Southeast Asia rely on the rivers flowing from the
Himalayas of the Tibetan Plateau.

(6)¥1'he People’s Republic of China has already completed
water transfer proErams diverting billions of cubic meters of
water yearly and has plans to divert more waters from the
Tibetan plateau in China.

(b) WATER RESOURCES IN TIBET AND THE TIBETAN WATER-
Coordination. SHED.—The Secretary of State, in coordination with relevant agen-
cies of the United States Government, should—

(1) pursue collaborative efforts with Chinese and inter-
national scientific institutions, as appropriate, to monitor the
environment on the Tibetan Plateau, including glacial retreat,
temperature rise, and carbon levels, in order to promote a
greater understanding of the effects on permafrost, river flows,
grasslands and desertification, and the monsoon cycle;

(2) engage with the Government of the People’s Republic
of China, the Tibetan people, and nongovernmental o iza-
tions to encourage the participation of Tibetan nomads and
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other Tibetan stakeholders in the development and implementa-
tion of grassland management policies, in order to utilize their
indigenous experience in mitigation and stewardsh}p of the
Iand and to assess policies on the forced resettlement of nomads;
an

(3) encourage a regional framework on water security, or
use existing frameworks, such as the Lower Mekong Initiative,
to facilitate cooperative agreements among all riparian nations
that would promote transparency, sharing of information, pollu-
tion regulation, and arrangements on impounding and diversion
of waters that originate on the Tibetan Plateau.

SEC. 344. DEMOCRACY IN THE TIBETAN EXILE COMMUNITY.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(1) The 14th Dalai Lama advocates the Middle Wa
Approach, which seeks genuine autonomy for the 6,000,008
Tl%et.ans in Tibet.

(2) The 14th Dalai Lama has overseen a process of democra-
tization within the Tibetan polity and devolved his political
responsibilities to the electetfo representatives of the Tibetan
people in exile in 2011.

(3) In 2011 and again in 2016, members of the Tibetan
exile community across some 30 countries held free and fair
elections to select political leaders to serve in the Central
Tibetan Administration parliament and as chief executive.

(4) The Dalai Lama has said that the Central Tibetan
Administration will cease to exist once a negotiated settlement
has been achieved that allows Tibetans to freely enjoy their
culture, religion, and language in Tibet.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) Tibetan exile communities around the world should
be commended for the adoption of a system of self-governance
with democratic institutions to choose their leaders;

(2) the Dalai Lama should be commended for his decision
to devolve political authority to elected leaders in accordance
with democratic principles;

(3) as of the date of the enactment of this Act, the Central
Tibetan Administration is the institution that represents and
reflects, to the greatest extent, the aspirations of the Tibetan
diaspora around the world, and the Sikyong is the President
of the Central Tibetan Administration; ang

(4) as consistent with section 621(d)3) of the Tibetan Polic
Act of 2002 (22 U.S.C. 6901 note), the United States Specia)l(
Coordinator for Tibetan Issues should continue to maintain
close contact with the religious, cultural, and political leaders
of the Tibetan people.

SEC. 345. SUSTAINABILITY IN TIBETAN COMMUNITIES SEEKING TO
PRESERVE THEIR CULTURE, RELIGION, AND LANGUAGE.

The Secretary of State should urge the Government of Nepal
to honor the Gentleman’s Agreement with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees and the Government of India, which
commits the Government of Nepal to respect the principle of non-
refoulement by continuing to give Tibetan new arrivals access to
the territory of Nepal and aﬁ:)wing them safe passage through

Nepal to India.
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SEC. 346. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES SPECIAL COORDINATOR FOR
TIBETAN IsSUES.—There is authorized to be appropriated $1,000,000
for each of the fiscal years 2021 through 2025 for the Office of
the United States Special Coordinator for Tibetan Issues.

(b) TIBETAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM AND NGAWANG CHOEPHEL
EXCHANGE PROGRAMS.—

(1) TIBETAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.—There is authorized
to be appropriated $675,000 for each of the fiscal years 2021
through 2025 to carry out the Tibetan scholarship program
established under section 103(b)1) of the Human Rll’ ts, Ref-

, and Other Foreign Relations Provisions Act of 1996
Eggle)lic Law 104-319; 22 U.S.C. 2151 note).

(2) NGAWANG CHOEPHEL EXCHANGE PROGRAMS.—There is
authorized to be appropriated $575,000 for each of the fiscal
Eears 2021 through 2025 to carr{u:)ut the “Ngawang Choephel

xchange Programs” (formerly known as roggms of edu-
cational and cultural exchange between the Bni States and
the people of Tibet”) under section 103(a) of the Human Rights,

Refugee, and Other Foreign Relations Provisions Act of 1996

(Public Law 104-319; 110 Stat. 3865).

(c) HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT TO TIBETAN REFU-
GEES IN SOUTH AsIA.—Amounts authorized to be appropriated or
otherwise made available to carry out chapter 9 of part I of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2292 et seq.) and the
Mig'ration and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962 (Public Law 87—
510) for each of the fiscal years 2021 through 2025 are authorized
to be made available for humanitarian assistance, including food,
medicine, clothing, and medical and vocational training, for ’ﬁbetan
refugees in South Asia who have fled facing a credible threat
of persecution in the People’s Republic of China.

(d) TIBETAN AUTONOMOUS REGION AND TIBETAN COMMUNITIES
IN CHINA.—There is authorized to be appropriated $8,000,000 for
each year of the fiscal years 2021 through 2025 under chapter
4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 US.C.
2346 et seq.) to support activities for Tibetan communities in the
Tibet Autonomous ion and in other Tibetan communities in
China that are conducted in accordance with subsection 616(d)
of the Tibetan Policy Act of 2002 (22 U.S.C. 6901 note).

(e) ASSISTANCE FOR TIBETANS IN INDIA AND NEPAL.—There
is authorized to be appropriated $6,000,000 for each of the fiscal
years 2021 throth 2025 under chapter 4 of part II of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2346 et seq.) for mﬁ'rams to
promote and preserve Tibetan culture and language J:ve opment,
and the resilience of Tibetan communities in India and Nepal,
and to assist in the education and development of the next genera-
tion of Tibetan leaders from such communities.

(f) TIBETAN GOVERNANCE.—There is authorized to be appro-
priated $3,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2021 through 2025
under chapter 4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961
(22 U.S.C. 2346 et seq.) for programs to strengthen the capacity
of Tibetan institutions and strengthen democracy, governance,
information and international outreach, and research.

(g) VOICE OF AMERICA AND RADIO FREE ASIA.—

(1) VoICE OF AMERICA.—There is authorized to be appro-
priated $3,344,000 for each of the fiscal years 2021 through
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2025 to Voice of America for broadcasts described in paragraph
(3).

(2) RaDIO FREE ASIA.—There is authorized to be appro-
priated $4,060,000 for each of the fiscal years 2021 through
(2??25 to Radio Free Asia for broadcasts described in paragraph

).
(3) BROADCASTS DESCRIBED.—Broadcasts described in this
paragraph are broadcasts to provide uncensored news and
information in the Tibetan language to Tibetans, including

Tibetans in Tibet.
Subtitle F—The United States - Northern The United
Triangle Enhanced Engagement Act ;::ﬁsg{n
SEC. 351. SHORT TITLE. Eonanced At

This subtitle may be cited as the “The United States — Northern nz-’-m C 2151
Triangle Enhanced Engagement Act”. :
SEC. 352. STRATEGY TO ADVANCE PROSPERITY, COMBAT CORRUP- 22 USC 2277.
TION, STRENGTHEN DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE, AND
IMPROVE CIVILIAN SECURITY IN EL SALVADOR, GUATE-
MALA, AND HONDURAS.

(a) ELEMENTS.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the Deadline
enactment of this Act, the Secrelalgr of State, in coordination with Coordination.
the Administrator of the United States Agency for International
Development, and the heads of other relevant Federal agencies,
shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a 5-year

stral to advance economic prosperity, combat corruption,
strengthen democratic governance, and improve civilian security
in EI Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras and to curb irregular

migration from the region.

(b) CONSIDERATION.—In developing the stra required under
this section, the Secretary of State should consider the following
priorities:

(1) Promoting economic prosperity, including by—

(A) supporting market-based solutions to eliminate con-
straints to inclusive economic %rowth;

(B) addressing the underlying causes of poverty and
inequality;

(C) responding to immediate humanitarian needs b
improving humanitarian outcomes, including throug
access to sanitation, hygiene, and shelter, and by enabling
the provision of health resources;

(D) supg:)rting conservation and communil:iy_' resilience
and strengthening community preparedness for natural
disasters;

(E) identifying, as a:ﬂ)ro riate, a role for relevant
United States agencies and the United States private sector
in su%porting efforts to increase private sector investment
and advance economic prosperity; and

(F) imgmving domestic resource mobilization, includinq
by strengthening tax collection and enforcement and legal
arbitration mechanisms.

(2) Combating corruption, including b¥—

(A) strengthening the capacity of national tf‘ustice sys-

tems and attorneys generals to identify and prosecute
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9. Statement of Secretary Blinken
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L5 DEPARTMENT of STATE POLICY L3 COUNTRIES & AREAS BUREALS & DFFICES AROUT

FRSrEen -~ Press Relsasss - ©

On the Occasion of His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s
88th Birthda}f

PRESS STATEMENT

ANTOMNY J. BLINKEN, SECRETARY OF STATE

| extesd my warmasst wishes (o Hes Holimess the Dalal Larma on the occasion of his S8th birthday, ar

auspicious day for the Til voommunity. His Holness's Kindness and humilify serve-as an inspiratign

d the warkd, and | have deep admiration for b IR Commurment o Beace and

te manyy araLin

nomviolence. i, may we reflect on his messages of comp and tolerance as we reaffirm owr

commitment b uphalding the hurman rights of all people, incheding those of the Tibetan community

5 Wrwavering in our commitment B support the i cultural, and religious

duding the ahbiliny to frecly choose and venerate ther religaaus leaders witholt
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10. Resolution of the European Parliamen

European Parliament
2019-2024

TEXTS ADOPTED

P9_TA(2023)0479

The abduction of Tibetan children and forced assimilation practices
through Chinese boarding schools in Tibet

European Parliament resolution of 14 December 2023 on the abduction of Tibetan
children and forced assimilation practices through Chinese boarding schools in Tibet
(2023/3025(RSP))

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its previous resolutions on China and Tibet,

- having regard to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,

- having regard to Rules 144(5) and 132(4) of its Rules of Procedure,

A.  whereas, under the leadership of Xi Jinping, the Chinese Government has become
systematically and ever more oppressive; whereas the human rights situation in Tibet
continues to degrade; whereas respect for human rights, democracy and the rule of law
should be at the centre of the EU’s relations with China;

B.  whereas Chinese authorities have established an expansive system of de facto
compulsory, highly politicised boarding schools for children aged 4 to 18, requiring
them to undergo mandatory education in Mandarin without any opportunity for
substantive study of the Tibetan language, history or culture; whereas approximately
80 % of Tibetan children, totalling around one million, have been separated from their
families by this system, which aims to forcibly assimilate them culturally, religiously
and linguistically into the Han majority; whereas there are almost no private alternatives
to these government schools, which are reportedly heavily surveilled;

C.  whereas UN experts are concerned that Tibetan children are thus suffering from severe
psychological and emotional distress, including loneliness and isolation, and are losing
the ability to communicate easily in their native language with their families,
contributing to the erosion of their individual and social identity, which violates
international human rights and may amount to genocide;

1. Strongly condemns the repressive assimilation policies throughout China, especially the
boarding school system in Tibet, that seek to eliminate the distinct linguistic, cultural
and religious traditions among Tibetans and other minorities, such as Uyghurs;
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2. Calls for the immediate abolishment of the boarding school system imposed on children
in Tibet and the practice of family separations, as highlighted by UN experts in
February 2023; further calls on the Chinese authorities to allow the establishment of
private Tibetan schools;

3. Welcomes the US decision imposing restrictions on visas to Chinese officials tied to the
boarding school system in Tibet; urges the Member States and the Council to adopt
similar targeted sanctions;

4.  Calls on the Member States and the VP/HR to demand that the Chinese Government
issue visas to European diplomats to visit boarding schools across Tibet, allow
independent journalists and international observers into the region and refrain from
spreading fake news;

5. Recalls the importance of the EU raising the issue of human rights violations in China,
particularly the situation in Tibet, at all political and human rights dialogues with the
Chinese authorities;

6.  Reiterates its call on the Chinese Government to reengage with the representatives of
the 14th Dalai Lama to establish genuine autonomy for Tibetans within China; urges the
Chinese authorities to release the Panchen Lama and refrain from interfering in the
designation of the Tibetan spiritual leader;

7. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the EU institutions, the United
Nations and the Government and Parliament of the People’s Republic of China.
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11. Joint Statement of Belgian MPs

Statement: 34th birthday of the 11" Panchen Lama

25 April 2023: Today marks the 34th birthday of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, the 11th Panchen
Lama, who remains missing since the Chinese authorities abducted him when he was a six-
year-old child on 17 May 1995.

The Chinese authorities continue to deny members of the international community and Tibetan
community access to the Panchen Lama recognised by His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama.

In light of this, we call on the Chinese authorities to give proof of life and account for Gedhun
Choekyi Nyima's whereabouts and well-being immediately. We also call on the Chinese
authorities to allow him to fully exercise his fundamental freedoms, in line with PRC's
international commitments.

The 11th Panchen Lama continues to be one of the world's longest-serving political prisoners
and was the youngest political prisoner at the time of his abduction. Therefore, we call
for Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his parents' immediate release without any conditions, along
with all Tibetan political prisoners.

In addition, we strongly support Tibetan people's right to freedom of religion, cultural and
linguistic identity, including Tibetans' right to select their own spiritual leaders according to
their beliefs without government interference.

Thus, we condemn the Chinese government’s interference in the selection and recognition of
the reincarnation of His Holiness the 14" Dalai. The system of recognising reincarnated
spiritual beings is a religious practice unique to Tibetan Buddhism and should solely be the
prerogative of the present Dalai Lama himself and no one else.

Els Van Hoof,

-
President of the Foreign Affairs (‘ommittee,
Belgian Chamber of Representatives
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12. Joint Letter of Canadian Parliamentarians

Houst oF COMMONS
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES
CANADA

Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, P.C.. M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

Office of the Prime Minister
Ottawa, ON K1A 0G2

Re: 25 anniversary of the disappearance of 11" Panchen Lama - Gedhun Choekyi Nyima

Dear Prime Minister,

We write to you in advance of the 25th anniversary of the disappearance of Gedhun Choekyi
Nyima, the 11th Panchen Lama of Tibet, on May 17, 1995. At the time of his disappearance,
Gendun Choekyi Nyima was just six years old. Neither he nor his family have been seen or heard
from since, Often referred to as the moon to the Dalai Lama’s sun, the Panchen Lama is the
second most important religious leader within Tibetan Buddhism.

The enforced disappearance of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his family members is not just an
egregious crime against him and his family, it is also a serious offence to the Tibetan people. It is
an interference in sacred traditions of Tibetan Buddhism and sets a dangerous precedent for
possible interference in the process of identifying the reincarnations of future Dalai Lamas.

Along with the arbitrary arrest and detention of Tibetan religious leaders, China has recently
intensified its application of discriminatory policies with the intention of ‘adapting religion to
socialism with Chinese characteristics,” Since 2016, Chinese authorities have demolished more
than 4700 homes of monks and nuns and have evicted more than 4800 from two major religious
institutes — Larung Gar and Yarchen Gar. State authorities have also appointed Communist Party
officials to key supervisory positions at such institutes to tighten state control over them.
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Since 1995, several governments, including Canadian governments, have requested permission
to visit the Panchen Lama in order to verify his safety and well-being. Similarly, efforts by
human rights organizations including the UN Committee Against Torture, the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child, as well as Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, have
been unsuccessful. Chinese authorities have consistently denied permission and access.

Therefore we, the undersigned parliamentarians, ask that the Right Honourable Prime Minister:

1. Issue a statement calling on China to release Tibet’s 11" Panchen Lama Gedhun Choekyi
Nyima and his entire family, and to stop the violation of the religious freedoms of all
peoples under its jurisdiction, including Tibetan Buddhists, Uighur Muslims, Falun Gong

practitioners and Christians;

2. Urge China to allow an independent fact-finding mission to assess the human rights
violations perpetrated against Tibetans in Tibet and other regions in China.

Sincerely,

(Mﬂ S Goraws

Garnett Genuis, M.P.

Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism & for Canada-China Relations

Y

Ziad Aboultaif, M.P.
Shadow Minister for Digital Government
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Kerry Diotte, M.P.

Jasraj Singh Hallan, M.P.
Deputy Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism

Colin Carrie, M.P.

Shadow Minister for Canada-U.S. Relations and
the Federal Economic Development Agency for
Southern Ontario

[ / \ ‘/ \ﬁ N :,// 1/
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Hon. Kerry-Lynne Findlay, P.C., M.P.
Shadow Minister for Environment & Climate
Change

Marty Morantz, M.P.
Shadow Minister for National Revenue
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Scott Reid, M.P. Nelly Shin, M.P.
Deputy Shadow Minister for Canadian Heritage

2k d0I DN | \ee-

Karen Vecchio, M.P. Arnold Viersen, M.P.

Shadow Minister for Women and Gender Equality Deputy Shadow Minister for Crown-Indigenous
Relations

Cathay Wagantall, M.P.
Deputy Shadow Minister for Veterans Affairs
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Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

Re: 25th anniversary of the disappearance of 11th Panchen Lama - Gedhun Choekyi Nyima
Right Honourable Prime Minister Justin Trudeau:

We write to you on the 25th anniversary of the disappearance of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, the
11th Panchen Lama of Tibet, on May 17, 1995. At the time of his disappearance, Gendun
Choekyi Nyima was just six years old. Neither he nor his family have been seen or heard from
since. Often referred to as the moon to the Dalai Lama’s sun, the Panchen Lama is the second
most important religious leader within Tibetan Buddhism.

The enforced disappearance of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his family members is a continuous
crime not just against him, his family and the Tibetan people, but also against every individual
who believes in the sanctity of human rights. It is an interference in the sacred Buddhist
traditions of recognizing the reincarnation of lamas and sets a dangerous precedent for possible
interference in the process of identifying the reincarnations of future Dalai Lamas.

Along with the arbitrary arrest and detention of Tibetan religious leaders, China has imposed
discriminatory policies such as ‘adapting religion to socialism with Chinese characteristics’ and
‘sinicizing Tibetan Buddhism’ that are used to increase compulsory political re-education
campaigns and to control the religious education of monks and nuns. Since 2016, Chinese
authorities have demolished more than 4700 homes of monks and nuns and have evicted more
than 4800 monks, nuns and students from two major religious institutes — Larung Gar and
Yarchen Gar. State authorities have also appointed members from the Communist Party of China
and the People’s Republic of China to key management and supervisory positions at the
institutes to tighten state control over them.

Since 1995, several governments, including Canadian governments, have called for the Panchen
Lama's release and requested permission to visit the Panchen Lama in order to verify his safety
and well-being. These requests have been denied by the Chinese authorities. Similarly, efforts
by a number of human rights organizations including the UN Committee Against Torture, the
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, as well as Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion
or Belief, have been unsuccessful. The Chinese authorities have consistently denied permission
and access, stating that the Panchen Gedhun Choekyi Nyima does not wish to be disturbed.

Prime Minister we know that you personally have raised concerns regarding human rights
practices directly with the Chinese authorities on numerous occasions, including during your
visit to China in December 2017 and your meeting with Premier Li Keqiang where you had open
and frank discussions on human rights, freedom of expression, and freedom of religion as part of
the third Canada-China Annual Leaders’ Dialogue on November 14, 2018. We are grateful for
these efforts and ask you to continue this critical advocacy, at a time when the human rights of so
many groups in China are imperiled (Hong Kong dissenters, Tibetans, Uighurs, Christians, Black
Africans, etc.).
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Therefore we, the undersigned parliamentarians, urge the the Right Honourable Prime Minister
to:

* Call on China to release Tibet’s 11th Panchen Lama Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his entire
family;

* Call on China to cease interfering in the religious practices of the peoples under its regime
including Tibetan Buddhists, Uighur Muslims and Christians;

* Call on China to allow an independent fact-finding mission to assess the human rights
violations perpetrated against Tibetans in Tibet and other regions in China; and

* release a statement/press note raising serious concerns and calling for the immediate release
of the 11th Panchen Lama Gedhun Choekyi Nyima in this 25th year of his enforced
disappearance.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth May, M.P.
Parliamentary Leader of the Green Party of Canada

Jenica Atwin, M.P.
Member, Special Committee on the COVID-19 Pandemic

Paul, Manly, M.P.
Member, Special Committee on the COVID-19 Pandemic

Randall Garrison, M.P.
Member, Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights

Mobina Jaffer, Senator
Deputy Chair, Standing Committee on National Security and Defence

Arif Virani, M.P.
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

James Maloney, M.P.
Chair, Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Standing Committee on Natural
Resources

Sven Spengemann, M.P.
Member, Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Development

Larry Bagnell, M.P.
Parliametnary Secretary to the Minister of Economic Development and Official Languages
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13. Declaration of the 12th Asian Buddhist Conference

Statement

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama is the most famous and prominent global Buddhist
figure who embodies the ideals of peace, compassion, universal responsibility, religious and
social harmony;

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama's selfless and genuine efforts to build peace and

harmony has been fully recognized by the conferment of the Nobel Peace Prize, the United
States of America’s Congressional Gold Medal, the Templeton Award, and countless other
prestigious accolades;

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama has voluntarily relinquished all his political authority, thereby
living the pure life of a Buddhist spiritual leader, respected, cherished and admired by millions of
Buddhists and others throughout the world,

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama has successfully represented profound and vast
ancient Indian wisdom the basis of which are Karuna and Ahimsa, through his interactions
with community of scientists, leaders, environmentalists, and others;

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama has worked his entire life in a tireless manner to bring closer
not only Buddhist traditions, and communities, and strengthen a sense of oneness of
brotherhood and sisterhood among all followers of Lord Buddha but also others;

The 12th General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace unanimously

resolves to recognize the great contributions of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama toward a
global mission for peace and harmony among humankind and particularly among followers of
the Great Lord Buddha. In recognition to his immense contribution, the Asian Buddhist
Conference for Peace unanimously declare His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama to be a Universal
Supreme Leader of the Buddhist World.

That with regard to the reincarnation of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, His Holiness’ repeated
statements since 1969, the official pronouncement of September 24, 2011, or any guidance in
future is inherently discretionary. No government nor any individual has the right to interfere in
this matter. This religious activity has to be conducted as per the responsibilities that His
Holiness the Dalai Lama enshrines and entrusts;

The 12th General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace recognizes the
significance of the continuation of Gaden Phodrang institution.

We further declare July 6th, His Holiness’s birthday, to be the “UNIVERSAL DAY OF
COMPASSION”. We request all lovers of peace, compassion and nonviolence throughout the
world to join us in celebrating the Universal Day of Compassion every year on July 6th.

By celebrating compassion and non violence we celebrate the essence of the messages of Lord
Buddha and the teachings of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama. We commit to building a truly
harmonious and peaceful world.
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14. Declaration of the European Buddhist Union
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European Buddhist Union

The Council of the European Buddhist Union, on the occasion of the Annual General

meeting in Brussels of 24 September 2023, has adopted the following declaration:

1. We urge the Chinese government to implement Articles 10 and 11 of the Law on
Autonomy of Ethnic Areas of the People’s Republic of China, which guarantees the
freedom of language and religion of ethnic minorities.

2. We call on the Chinese government not to interfere in Tibetan Buddhist affairs, not to
dismantle Tibetan Buddhist monasteries and Buddhist statues, and not to interfere in
the recognition of reincarnations of high Lamas and in the organization of monasteries.

3. We affirm that the selection of reincarnations of Tibetan Lamas, including the future
15t Dalai Lama, is the prerogative of the Tibetan people and the Dalai Lama’s Office.

4. Future Tibetan reincarnated Lamas, including the Dalai Lama, should be selected by
the Tibetan people according to their spiritual tradition. We urge the international
community not to recognize any Lama selected and appointed by the Chinese
authority.

5. We call on the Chinese government to resume negotiations with the Dalai Lama in
order to find peaceful solutions that serve the common interests of both the Tibetan

and Chinese peoples.

European Buddhist Union Liaison Office to the European Union
Rue Capouillet 31 - 1060 Brussels - Belgium - tel.: +32 475 86 89 99
luyckx@europeanbuddhism.org - www.europeanbuddhistunion.org/
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15. Statement of Unified Viethamese Buddhist Congregation in Europe

GIAO HOI PHAT GIAO VIET NAM THONG NHAT AU CHAU
LA CONGREGATION BOUDDHIQUE VIETNAMIENNE UNIFIEE EN EUROPE
THE UNIFIED VIETNAMESE BUDDHIST CONGREGATION IN EUROPE

Chua Association Bouddhique Kh dl’lh A n h

Evry-Courcouronnes 30/11/2023

Statement

On the occasion of the historic World Buddhist Conference in
Bodhgaya from 20-23 December, 2023, we, the Unified Vietnamese
Buddhist Congregation in Europe condemn in the strongest possible
terms the interference of the People's Republic of China (PRC) in
Tibetan Buddhist affairs, namely the recognition of the reincarnation of
high lamas, including His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet.

It is a contradiction for a government that calls itself atheist to decide
the fate of a spiritual leader.

We believe the system of recognising reincarnated spiritual beings is
a practice unique to Tibetan Buddhism and should be the sole prerogative
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and no one else.

We therefore, call on the government of the PRC to stop interfering
in Tibetan Buddhist affairs and respect the rights of the Tibetans to
freedom of religion or belief.

Similarly, we urge the people international community not to
recognise the reincarnation of His Holiness the Dalai Lama appointed by
the PRC.

L

Most Venerable Thich Tanh Thiet

President, Unified Vietnamese Buddhist Congregation in Europe

B S
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Most Venerable Thich Nhu Dien

2nd President, Unified Vietnamese Buddhist Congregation in Europe

8 Rue Frangois Mauriac 91000 Evry. France. Tél : +33.1.64.93.55.56 - +33.7.70.07.33.99. E-mail : thichquangdao@khanhanh.fr
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16. Letter of Japan Buddhist Conference for World Federation
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Japan Buddhist conference for world federation
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17. Resolution of the Indian Himalayan Council of Nalanda Buddhist Tradition

The Indian Himalayan Council of the Nalanda Buddhist Tradition (IHCNBT)

The Indian Himalayan Council of the Nalanda Buddhist Tradition (IHCNET) resolved the
following points at its governing council meeting on 20th December, 2022

Resolution 1: Due to the age old traditional relationship with the institution of His
Holiness Dalai Lama and the people of the Himalayan region and the incomparable
contribution of His Holiness the 14™ Dalai Lama to preserve, promote, and strengthen
the religio-cultural sphere of the region, we, the Indian Himalayan Council of the
Malanda Buddhist Tradition (IHCNBT), The Indian MNational Sangha Council
unanimously resolved that the continuation of the Dalai Lama institution and
reincarnation of the Dalai Lama are deeply cherished aspirations of all Himalayan
Buddhists. In the Himalayas, we pray that His Holiness the X1V Dalai Lama lives a long
and healthy life and that the Dalai Lama ingtitution endures for many centuries.

Resolution 2: The cultural and devotional metheds and process of recognizing the
reincarnation of the Dalai Lamas are deeply religious and cultural affairs followed with
much rigour in Malanda Tibetan Buddhism. Thus the system of recognizing reincarnated
spiritual beings is a religious practice unigue to Nalanda Buddhism and the philosophy
of the principle of life after death. Mo government or any individual has the right fo
interfere in this matter. This religious aclivity has to be conducted as per the
responsibilities that His Holiness the Dalai Lama enshrines and entrusts. The Sole
authority on the reincamation of His Holiness The Dalai Lama is Gaden Fhodang
Institution. No one other Authority/Government should interfere with such a holy and
devotional procass.

Resolution 3: We further resolve that, if the government of any Country/Organization,
for political ends, chooses a candidate for the Dalai Lama, the people of the Himalayas
will never accept it, never pay devolional obeisance to such a political appointee, and
publicly denounce such moves by anyone.

20th December, 2022
New Delhi, India
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18 Resolution of the Indian Himalayan Council of Nalanda Buddhist Tradition

ABCP Colombo Resolution-2021

The 13™ meeting of the Executive Council (EC) of Asian Buddhist Conference for
Peace (ABCP) was held in Colombo, Sri Lanka on 14™ January 2021 from 9.30 a.m. to 5.30
p.m. Sri Lanka standard time. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the meeting was held via
webinar. It provided an opportunity to the national centres to come together on one forum
and to discuss a number of specific issues related to the organization and implement actions
directed towards strengthening global peace, raising environment awareness, and
promoting equality and unity among the Buddhists of the world. The Executive Council
reaffirmed the commitment of ABCP to pursue the chartered goals in accordance with the
ABCP charter, its mission and objectives for peace and harmony in the world.

The EC meeting was attended by the Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts, President, ABCP, Ven.
Jangchub Choedon, Vice President, Ven. Da Lama Kh. Bymbajav, Secretary General, Mr.
Sonam Wangchuk, Deputy Secretary General and other members representing the
representatives various national centres.

The inaugural ceremony of the ABCP EC meeting was held at the auditorium of
Buddhist Media Network, Sambhodi Viharaya, Colombo and attended among others by His
Excellency Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka and the Mahanayake and Anunayake Theros of Sri Lanka. The keynote address was
delivered by Dr. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, Member of Parliament, Colombo District, Sri Lanka.

Members appreciated the Messages of Congratulations received on the occasion
from the Prime Minister of Mongolia, Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, Speaker of Sri Lankan
Parliament appreciating the peace efforts and contribution of ABCP and their good wishes
for the success of ABCP Executive Council meeting. Members also recorded their
appreciation for the Goodwill-Message received from received from His Holiness the Dalai
Lama for the occasion.

The EC meeting observed a minute of silence in remembrance of the pioneers and
past members of ABCP and also offered prayers for those perished due to Covid-19
pandemic world over.

The ABCP EC meeting began with the opening remarks by Venerable Khambo Lama,
Gabju Demberel Choijamts, President of ABCP. He acknowledged and appreciated the
efforts of the two national centres of ABCP in Sri Lanka in successfully hosting the EC
meeting in Colombo. In his speech the President called upon all the national centres to work
hard in pursuance of the goals set by the organization and its 11" General Assembly held in
Mongolia in 2019. Thereafter the President directed Ven. Jangchub Choedon, Vice-President
of ABCP to conduct the meeting.

Secretary General of ABCP Ven. Da Lama Bymbajav, Secretary General of ABCP gave
a detailed presentation on the activities carried out by the ABCP HQ and also presented an
action-plan of ABCP. Members conveyed their appreciation to the efforts made by the
Secretary General and his staff for the smooth functioning of the ABCP HQ.

The ABCP Executive Council meeting reiterated its commitment and resolve to:
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e Prevent all forms of extremisms which go against the teachings of Buddha and
age-old cultural values so far preserved, practiced and sustained in the Buddhist
world at local, regional and global levels;

® Prevent and take remedial measures in tacking all forms of vandalism on the
ancient antiquities of Buddhist places of worship and other sites of
archaeological value in the Asian region and other parts of the globe and called
for facilitating collaborative action plan among nations to protect the historic
religious sites of archaeological value;

e Take immediate remedial measures according to the legal framework of
respective nations against destruction of ancient documentary evidences, scripts
and written information regarding the noble teachings of Buddha;

e Formulate a 10-year action plan to promote and sustain world peace at regional
and global levels by inculcating the essence of noble teachings of Buddha,
incorporating Buddhistic approach to all forms of conflict resolution frameworks
promulgated by international decrees and conventions in keeping with accepted
norms of legal mechanisms in respective countries;

® Oppose all forms of misinformation, distorted facts or concocted stories being
spread against the teachings of Buddha via electronic media, and digital
platforms or news items, which have disastrous and negative sensitivities on
dispensation of the Dhamma;

® Prevent all forms of commercial activities, which use Buddha’s image and parts
or full of the Buddha’s teachings or textual expressions to exclusively promote
their products and services at regional or global levels, which are highly
detrimental to the existence of Buddhism and also to the teachings of Buddha;

e Promote and make best use of the noble wisdom in solving global issues and
bring about global peace through non-violence, compassion and loving kindness,
which go against the vicious and hatred approach to problem solving and

® Protect our environment that include our seas, oceans, mountain ranges, all
kinds of aquatic and natural resources and the entire universe from adding
poisonous substances and emission of lethal gases and instead, promote
harmonious living favourable to law of nature at all times.

e EC welcomes the entry into force of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons as a historic event and strives for the realization of a world free from
nuclear weapons,

e The EC unanimously accepted the proposal made by the Indian National Centre
(INC) to host the 12" General Assembly of ABCP in India in 2021/2022. Dates and
venues of the General Assembly will be decided in due course of time after
assessing the Covid-19 situation and ensuring the possibility of free movement
for the participants. It requested Indian National centre to chalk out a
preliminary progamme of the 12" General Assembly in consultation with the
ABCP HQ.

e The EC also approved the meeting of the ABCP Standing Commission on
Sustainable Development Goal to be organized by the Indian National Centre in
Leh, Ladakh from August 5-7, 2021.

e The EC lauded the efforts of the ABCP HQ and INC for launching the ABCP
website, which is now operational.
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e The guidelines issued by the ABCP HQ provides that the Coordination Centre in
Bodhgaya could be located in the Mongolian Temple and that the Head of the
Mongolian temple could function as the Director of the ABCP Coordination
Centre. Members of EC welcomed this offer from the ABCP HQ in this regard.
However, for ensuring better coordination and smooth functioning of the
Coordination Centre in Bodhgaya, Executive Council members accepted the
suggestion to make Indian National Centre a partner-organization in running of
the ABCP coordination Centre. The meeting also appreciated the offer made by
the Indian National centre to appoint a coordinator / deputy director for the
ABCP Coordination Centre in Bodhgaya and that INC will be responsible for his
salary.

e EC members while appreciating the contribution of USS 15,000 by the Indian
National Centre, called upon all the National Centres to generously contribute to
the ABCP Corpus Fund and also pay their membership fee regularly.

e The EC also appreciated the efforts made by the Secretary General in connection
with the ABCP status upgradation with the UN Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC). The Secretary General reported the current status and said that an
official request to UN ECOSOC to reclassify ABCP status from the present
“Roster” status to General Consultative status will be made soon. The meeting
called for the support of all the ABCP National Centres in the matter and
requested them to engage with their respective foreign affairs ministries and to
mobilise support on the issue through their respective UN Permanent Missions in
New York. Such recognitions are important to pursue the important objective of
ABCP, through which it could make an important contribution to UN SDGs.

e ABCP Executive Council meeting supported the statement made by Ven. Karma
Gelek, President, National Centre, Department of Religion and Culture, CTA with
regard to the following 3-point resolution on the future status of the Dalai Lama

institution:
(i) To continue the Institution and Reincarnation of the Dalai Lama in the
future;
(ii) The incumbent XIV Dalai Lama to be the sole authority of how the

next reincarnation of the Dalai Lama should return, and the Tibetan
people never to recognize any Dalai Lama reincarnation candidate
chosen and installed by the Chinese government; and
(iii) To employ the eight centuries old unique Tibetan traditional method
in searching and recognizing the next Dalai Lama.
® It was decided that the next ABCP EC meeting will be held in Sri Lanka headed by
Ven. Maitipe Wimalsara in early 2022. However, this time the meeting would not
be a zoom-meeting. The Sri Lanka National Centre will announce the date and
venue of the meeting in course of time. It was also agreed that should any need
arises, the ABCP HQ could organize another virtual meeting of the EC before the
12" General Assembly.
e The 13™ ABCP EC Meeting successfully concluded in Colombo, Sri Lanka and The ABCP
Colombo Resolution-2021 was unanimously adopted by the members of the ABCP EC
Meeting.
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19. Resolution of the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace
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Représentation de Representation Office Vertegenwonrdiging
Se Saintetd le Dalsl-Lame ef H.H. the Dalal Lams yan Z . H.  &r Dalai Lama

THIRD EUROPE TIBETAN BUDDHISM CONFERENCE,
YEUNTENLING, HUY, BELGIUM

DECLARATION

The Third Europe Tibetan Buddhism Conference was held in Yeuntenling, Huy, Belgium,

from December 7 - 8, 2019 and discussed at length the vital issue of reincarnation of the Dalai
Lamas

The undersigned Buddhist Centres in Europe have unanimously resolved in this regard to
declare

| our deep gratitude at the passing of 3-Point Special Resolution by the Tibetan religious
leaders at the 14th Tibetan Buddhist Conference in Dharamshala, India on November 27,
2019 on the issue of reincarnation of His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

2. 1o reiterate and make it categorically clear that China has not only suppressed Buddhism in
Tibet but has been using all means to control it In 2007 it had announced the so-called Article
5, which seeks to regulate the recognition of reincaration of Tibetan Buddhism. We strongly
condemn and reject such measures. Recognition of reincarnation is intrinsically a religious
matter. Communist China has no role in it

3. that more importantly and specifically China has deviously sought to bring under its control
the search of future Dalai Lamas We believe Tibetan Buddhism has reached a critical
crossroad. It is therefore imperative for us to plead to His Holiness the Dalai Lama for the
continuation of the Institution of the Dalai Lama. As to the recognition of his reincarnation
His Holiness the Dalai Lama and the officers of Gaden Phodrang Trust have the sole power
and responsibility and nobody else

December 8, 2019
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20. ICT Boards Statement on the Dalai Lama Institution
ez
INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR TIBET

ICT Boards statement on the Dalai Lama Institution

http://www.savetibet.org/ict-boards-statement-on-the-dalai-lama-institution

December 13, 2023

In 1988, the International Campaign for Tibet was established, motivated by His Holiness the Dalai
Lama’s message and international support for Tibet that he has built in the last several decades. We
believe that the Dalai Lama’s vision and approach, centered on principles of peace, democracy and
dialogue, is more relevant than ever in today’s world.

The representatives of all boards of the International Campaign for Tibet, which met in Washington,
DC on Dec. 12 and 13, 2023, remain dedicated to promoting these values as we work to alleviate the
plight of the Tibetan people. Through this, we see the benefit to the larger global community and also
to strengthening the Tibet movement as well as cultivating new generations of supporters.

The Dalai Lamas’ spiritual and temporal leadership of the Tibetan people since the 17th century has
shown its benefit beyond the Tibetan nation. Through his activities and the adherence to nonviolence,
the current Dalai Lama has demonstrated that the Tibetan people, their culture and traditions
contribute to the development of humanity.

It is the firm belief of the International Campaign for Tibet that the institution of the Dalai Lama
continues to lead the Tibetan people to a meaningful resolution of their issue and more importantly
for the preservation and promotion of the Tibetan Buddhist culture and tradition. Tibetans and
practitioners of Tibetan spiritual traditions strongly support the continuation of the institution of the
Dalai Lama, and ICT remains committed to working with the international community to protect their
aspirations and their right to freely choose their religious leader, based on international law.

£

International Campaign for Tibet (ICT) | 1825 Jefferson Place NW | Washington, DC 20036 | United States of America
Phone: (202) 785-1515 | Fax: (202) 785-4343 | info@savetibet.org

ICT Europe ICT Deutschland e.V. ICT Brussels

Funenpark 1D 11018 AK Schonhauser Allee 163 | 10435 11, rue de la liniere | 1060
Amsterdam, The Netherlands Berlin, Germany Brussels, Belgium

Phone: +31(0)20 3308265 Phone: +49 (0)30 27879086 Phone: +32 (0)2 609 44 10
Fax: +31(0)20 3308266 Fax: +49 (0)30 27879087 Fax: +32 (0)2 609 44 32
icteurope@savetibet.nl info@savetibet.de info@savetibet.eu
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21. Declaration of the Third Europe Tibetan Buddhist
Conference

Declaration of the 8th International Conference of Tibet
Support Groups, Dharamshala, 3-5 November 2019

{5 tibet.net/declaration-of-the-8th-international-conference-of-tibet-support-groups-dharamshala-3-5-november-2019/

November 6, 2019
Declaration of the 8th International Conference of Tibet Support Groups
Dharamshala, 3-5 November 2019

The 8th International Conference of Tibet Support Groups was convened in Dharamshala
from 3 to 5 November 2019 by the Core Group for Tibetan Cause at a time of major political
changes in the world, just as when the first such conference met in Dharamshala, in March
1990. To meet the opportunities and challenges of such a time of change, the reinvigoration
of the Tibet movement is not only called for, but is already evidenced by the participation of
180 delegates from Tibet support groups and other supporters from 42 countries in all
regions of the world, as well as by their determination to intensify their efforts for the freedom
of Tibet and its people.

The participants met for an extended time with His Holiness the Dalai Lama and were greatly
encouraged by his explanation of his four commitments—promotion of human values,
promotion of religious harmony; preservation of Tibetan language, culture and Nalanda
Buddhist heritage, as well as the protection of Tibet’s natural environment; and revival of
ancient Indian knowledge—which reflect his altruistic vision for the future.

Participants fully endorse his conviction regarding the profoundly important contribution the
Tibetan people and culture can make to human development, and are therefore persuaded
that support for the Tibetan cause is support for humanity as a whole.

The conference was addressed by the Sikyong (President) of the Tibetan Government-in-
Exile, which is called the Central Tibetan Administration (CTA), and the Speaker of the
Tibetan Parliament in Exile. The conference heard speakers from Tibet, Hong Kong, East
Turkestan, Southern Mongolia and Taiwan, as well as from India, South Africa, the U.K,
Australia, China, and the US, all of whom shared a sense of optimism and actively
participated in the proceedings of the conference.

We, the participants in the Conference express deep concern that, whereas the situation in
occupied Tibet has gone from bad to worse, there are still no signs that the government of
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) is ready to engage in negotiations with representatives
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama or the CTA to resolve the conflict caused by the PRC’s illegal
invasion of Tibet almost 70 years ago and by its occupation of the country and repression of
the Tibetan people ever since. We call on the Chinese government to resume the dialogue,
which occurred on the basis of the Middle Way Approach and engage in earnest negotiations
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without delay, and we urge the UN and members of the international community to persuade
the Chinese government to do so. At the same time, we commend His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and the Central Tibetan Administration for their continued commitment to non-violence
and to seeking a mutually beneficial negotiated solution. We are deeply moved by the
courage of the Tibetan people in Tibet in their non-violent resistance to Chinese repression
and in their efforts to protect their national identity.

We deplore the fear displayed by many governments to stand up to the PRC in the face of
decades of its gross and systematic violation of fundamental human rights and freedoms in
Tibet and in East Turkestan (Ch. Xinjiang) as well as in Southern Mongolia (Inner Mongolia),
and currently, in the face of sustained protests, also in Hong Kong. Instead of firmly acting on
the side of truth and justice, those governments and a number of corporate actors betray our
core values of democracy, rule of law, self-determination and human rights in pursuit of
commercial gain. Similarly, they fail to challenge the PRC'’s attacks on those very values and
the institutions that embody them in our own countries. We are determined to expose such
betrayal of and attacks on our values and will forge powerful coalitions and alliances to do
SO.

Given the critical role of the Tibetan Plateau, as the Third Pole, in global climate change, we
commit to insert Tibet, which is at the frontline of the climate crisis, into the debate of this
most urgent issue of our time.

Conscient of the immense contribution of Tibetan Buddhism to the understanding of the mind
and of human behavior, including the generation of love and compassion and other qualities
essential to human happiness, and therefore the value of the scholarly works in which this
vast knowledge is contained, it is imperative to protect the Tibetan language and culture that
provides access to it.

Supporting the decision of the 3rd Special General Meeting of the Tibetans in Dharamshala
in October, we insist that all decisions regarding the reincarnation of the 14th Dalai Lama are
the exclusive responsibility of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and his Gaden Phodrang Trust.
Any interference in this process by the PRC authorities and any attempt at selecting or
appointing a Dalai Lama by the Chinese government will have no legitimacy and should be
condemned and subjected to sanctions by the international community.

The struggle for Tibetan freedom is a struggle for justice, truth, and freedom. We are
committed to continuing the work until the conflict is resolved to the satisfaction of the
Tibetan people. As long as the Tibetan people remains under alien occupation, subjugation
and exploitation, and is therefore denied the exercise of its right to self-determination, the
Tibetan struggle for freedom and justice is everyone’s struggle for freedom and justice. And
s0, just as we call for solidarity with the people of Tibet, so too we express solidarity with all
who suffer under the PRC'’s repressive policies, indeed, all other peoples deprived of their
freedom, for no one can be truly free so long as others are oppressed.

Dharamshala 5 November 2019
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22. Board Statement of International Campaign for Tibet

The Riga Declaration

7th World Parliamentary Convention on Tibet
7-10 May 2019, Riga, Latvia

WHEREAS:
We, the delegations to the 7th World Parliamentarians’ Convention on Tibet meeting in
Riga, Latvia, from 7-10 May 2019;

Recalling the findings and statements of the previous six Conventions held in New Delhi,
Vilnius, Washington D.C., Edinburgh, Rome and Ottawa, and having reviewed the
activities and programs that resulted from these meetings and their impact;

Appreciating the strong participation from countries all over the world at the Convention,

Thankful for the participation of those members of Parliament who came to Riga despite
having been pressured by the Government of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) not to
attend, and deeply concerned at the PRC’s attempt to stop them;

Deeply concerned about the reluctance of the PRC to resume the dialogue with
representatives of His Holiness the Dalai Lama since 2010;

Recognizing the urgency of resolving the international Sino-Tibetan conflict caused by
the invasion of Tibet by the PRC in 1949/50 and its illegal annexation in 1951;

Having reviewed the grave situation in Tibet as well as the policies of the Government of
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in relation to the Tibetan people;

Recognizing the critical role played by parliamentarians and parliamentary bodies in
raising awareness of the grave situation in Tibet with governments and international
institutions and in formulating policies in support of the cause of the Tibetan people;

Recognizing that respect for international law is a precondition for peaceful relation
between States;

Expressing solidarity with all others suffering oppression under the rule of the
Government of the PRC;

WE THEREFORE:

Reiterate our firm conviction that the Sino-Tibetan conflict can be resolved peacefully
through negotiations between the government of the PRC and envoys of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama;

Reaffirm that Tibet has historically never been part of China, that it was invaded in
violation of international law and has since been under illegal occupation by the PRC, and
that consequently Tibet has not lost its Statehood under international law;
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Reject the false claim of the Government of the PRC that Tibet has been a part of China
since ancient times and reject as unacceptable its demand that His Holiness publicly
accept this claim as a precondition to substantive talks;

Recall that it has been 60 years since HH the Dalai Lama fled into exile to India where he
reconstituted the Tibetan government, the Central Tibetan Administration, which is
currently democratically elected and is the legitimate representative of the Tibetan
people;

Acknowledge that it has been 60 years since His Holiness the Dalai Lama fled into exile
in India where he set up a democratic government representing the Tibetan people;

Express solidarity with the Tibetan people in their non-violent struggle for their rights
including their right to self-determination;

Deplore the assaults on the Tibetan culture, language, religious practice and way of life of
Tibetans, as well as the continued population transfer of Chinese into Tibet, which gravely
impacts these and other aspects of the Tibetan identity;

Recognise the critical role of the Tibetan Plateau with respect to world climate and
climate change, as well as the importance of the Tibetan rivers as the source of water for
much of Asia’s population;

Express concern about the environmental degradation on the Tibetan Plateau, which led
to an unprecedented number of natural disasters since 2016, primarily caused by
excessive resource extraction and dam construction, as well as the accumulation of
waste and dumping of toxic waste on the Plateau and in Tibet’s waters;

Express concern at the dire situation of nomads who have been forcibly resettled into
new towns and who are deprived of the basic necessities of life;

Are deeply concerned and saddened by the 153 Tibetans who have set fire to
themselves in protest against Chinese rule in Tibet and while calling for the return of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama to Tibet;

Express concern at the increasing security measures taken in Tibet that curtail the
freedom of expression, religion and movement of the Tibetans;

Express concern at the PRC government’s harassment of Tibetans living in exile and its
in situation of disharmony within Tibetan communities in exile;

Recognize that the Middle Way Approach is the most viable approach to peacefully
resolve the Sino-Tibetan conflict; and endorse the principles set out in the Memorandum
on Genuine Autonomy for the Tibetan People, which provide the basis for a realistic and
sustainable political solution to the issue of Tibet;

Affirm that the Buddhist practice of identifying and recognising the reincarnation of Dalai
Lamas and Tulkus is a religious matter that should not be subject to external political
interference by the government of the PRC;
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Call on parliaments and governments to challenge and impede the PRC Government’s
use of sharp power to manipulate and divide societies and its abuse of cyber space;

Welcome the adoption of the Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act (RATA) by the United States
in December 2018 as well as the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act and
urge other countries to speedily adopt such legislation;

Urge governments to act in ways that more truthfully reflects the sentiments of the
people in their country towards Tibet and its people;

Urge parliaments and governments to receive leaders and other representatives of the
Central Tibetan Administration to discuss all issues pertaining to improving the situation
in Tibet and resolving the Sino-Tibetan conflict;

Call upon the Government of the PRC:

To end the repression of Tibetans, the violation of their fundamental human rights and
freedoms.

To end its control of the cultural, religious and social life of Tibetans and to release the
Panchen Lama, who has been held captive for the past 24 years.

To give unimpeded access to Tibet to foreign journalists, scholars and researchers,
diplomats and other foreign citizens, including those of Tibetan origin.

To cease its policies and practices that harm the natural environment of the Tibetan
Plateau.

and to resume the dialogue with envoys of His Holiness the Dalai Lama without
preconditions.
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23. Declaration 7th World Parliamentarians Convention on Tibet

(Translated from Chinese)

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of joint communication AL CHN12/2020 of 2 June
2020 from the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances, the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, the Special
Rapporteur on minority issues and the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief.
The Chinese Government would like to respond with the following:

The 14th Dalai Lama has destroyed religious rituals, disregarded historical customs
and has, without the authority to do so, named Gedhun Choekyi Nyima as the “reincarnated
child Panchen Lama”, in an act that was illegal and without effect. Choekyi Nyima is not the
“reincarnated child Panchen Lama”; he is just an ordinary Chinese citizen, and from
childhood received compulsory education from the State, worked hard and entered university
and is now employed. He and his family do not want outside interference in their current,
normal lives and would like the relevant parties to show full understanding and respect for
their wishes.

The Chinese Government pursues a policy of freedom of religion and belief; the
Tibetan people’s freedom of religion and belief is fully guaranteed, of course including
respect for and the maintenance of the Tibetan Buddhist tradition of the reincarnation of the
living Buddha. The lineage of the living Buddha, the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama, was
formed and developed in Tibet, China. Their religious status and titles were also established
by the central Government. The reincarnation of the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama is by
nature an internal affair of China and there is no room here for any foreign meddling.

HRC/NONE/2020/SP/53
GE.20-09368 (E) 011020 011020

*2009368%* pesercyete &3
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THE PERMANENT MISSION OF TIIE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA AND OTHER
INTERTATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN SWITZERLAND

11 Chemin de Swrville, 1213 Petit-Lancy
Tel: +41{N22 ¥79 56 T8 Fo 4100022 T93 T 14
Emuil: chinumision_gvei@mingov.en Website: waw china-un.ch

MNo. GJ/40/2020

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the United
MNations Office at Geneva and Other International Organizations in
Switzerland presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference to the latter’s letter
[AL CHN12/2020] dated 2 June 2020, has the honor to transmit herewith

the reply by the Chinese Government.

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republi¢ of China to the United
Nations Office at Geneva and Other International Organizations in
Switzerland avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the

High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest

Ghnevadi 0 2020°

consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
GENEVA
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24. Response of the PRC Government to the UN
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